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Abstract

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) is the most perfect creature
and a guide for humankind, characterized by gentleness and compassion toward all peo-
ple. His conduct and demeanor reflect the essence of Qur’anic teachings and are imbued
with kindness, mercy, and benevolence. One issue within his governance approach and
social conduct that calls for careful examination and analysis is the question of whether
authoritarianism existed in his practice—a matter that has fueled numerous allegations
aimed at character assassination and distortion of his esteemed status. The central prob-
lem of the present study lies in the fact that certain individuals, by appealing to specific
Qur’anic verses and historical sources, have raised doubts and sought thereby to establish
the claim of authoritarianism in the person of the Prophet (peace be upon him and his
family), which in turn has undermined faith and religious convictions. Therefore, to de-
fend the sanctity of the Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him and his family), an accurate
understanding of these allegations and a well-reasoned and convincing response to them
is deemed essential. The findings of this study indicate that numerous Qur’anic verses,
hadiths, and historical accounts underscore the absence of authoritarianism or despotism
in his social conduct and governance approach. Furthermore, all objections and allega-
tions raised in this regard are unfounded, and no trace of authoritarianism—particularly
in the events of the Battle of Badr and the Conquest of Mecca—can be discerned.
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(PBUHH); Critical Analysis; Study of Objections
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| Extended Abstract |

A Critical Analytical Evaluation of the Authoritarianism Al-
legation in the Governance Approach and Social Practice of
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUHH)

Abolfazl Sadeghi, Seyed Mohammad Naghib, Sakineh Akhound

Research Objective: The purpose of this study is to critically assess the allegation
of authoritarianism in the governance method and social conduct of the Prophet Mu-
hammad (peace be upon him and his family). One of the issues in the governmental
method and social conduct of the Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him) that requires
careful study and analysis is the question of whether or not authoritarianism existed in
his practice. This matter has been exploited as a pretext for raising numerous doubts
aimed at character assassination and the distortion of his noble status. The principal
issue of this article is that some, by appealing to certain Qur’anic verses and historical
sources, have raised such doubts and thereby sought, in their view, to establish the
claim of authoritarianism in the person of the Prophet (peace be upon him and his
family), a claim that has consequently led to disruption in faith and belief. Therefore,
to defend the sacred position of the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family), the
precise identification of such doubts and their reasoned and well-founded refutation is
imperative. This necessity constitutes the primary purpose of the present research and
provides its framework.

Research Methodology: This study employs descriptive methods and critical anal-
ysis. First, through an extensive survey of the historical and exegetical works of two
schools of thought [Sunni and Shia], relevant instances concerning the Prophet’s al-
leged authoritarianism were collected. Subsequently, in order to apply a case-study
approach and to lend focus to the discussion, content analysis was utilized to examine
the doubts and provide reasoned responses, centering specifically on the Prophet’s
conduct during the Battle of Badr and the Conquest of Mecca. Furthermore, by de-
scribing the collected data and documents and subjecting them to analysis and com-
parison, the study seeks to present a sound conclusion and to articulate clear and
well-grounded responses to the raised objections and assumptions.

Findings: The findings of this research demonstrate that careful examination of the
Prophet’s conduct reveals the truth that he was endowed with sublime character and
consistently interacted with others through kindness, mercy, and compassion, never
exhibiting harshness or despotic behavior. It is noteworthy that a serious investigation
of the Prophet’s military engagements shows that they were predominantly defensive
in nature. Even those campaigns that might superficially appear to be offensive jihad
were, in reality, defensive encounters—instances where conspiracies against the Mus-
lim community existed, and the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family), to min-
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imize casualties, took preemptive measures to avert greater bloodshed. In this study,
after evaluating and critically addressing the doubts raised concerning the Battle of
Badr and the Conquest of Mecca, it was established that such allegations of authoritar-
ianism in his governance and social conduct are unfounded and incorrect. Numerous
Qur’anic verses, prophetic traditions, and historical reports confirm the absence of
authoritarianism or despotism in his practice. It can be asserted with certainty that no
trace of authoritarianism or violence is observable in the Prophet’s governance and
social practice. Regarding his social ethics, despite the diversity of dimensions in his
words and actions, in line with the themes discussed in this study, special attention is
drawn to aspects such as his strict observance of covenants and treaties and his pref-
erence for forgiveness and pardon over vengeance and rancor.

Conclusion: Ultimately, this study demonstrates that numerous Qur anic verses, Pro-
phetic traditions, and historical reports emphasize the absence of authoritarianism and
despotism in the social conduct and governmental practice of the Prophet of Islam
(peace be upon him and his family). All the objections and doubts raised by certain
adversaries, revisionists, and orientalists in this regard are baseless, and no trace of
authoritarianism—particularly in the events of the Battle of Badr and the Conquest
of Mecca—can be discerned. This research may play a significant role in elucidating
the exalted character of the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) as well as
his sound and judicious conduct in pivotal events and incidents of his life, such as
the Battle of Badr and the Conquest of Mecca. Moreover, it can contribute to raising
awareness and dispelling potential misconceptions among people across the world—
especially truth-seekers, admirers of Islam, certain orientalists, and Westerners who,
in the present age, are eager to acquire religious knowledge and to grasp the sublime
personality of the Prophet.
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