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Abstract

One of the most important problems that occur in any political system is the risks that occurs after its
establishment and consolidation. For this reason, in all governments and political systems, the main con-
cern of the people is the type of performance of the agents and the non-deviation of the government from

its main course. Now, the main question of the research is: What are the risks threaten the performance
of the government agents in the socio-political field from the perspective of the Qur’an? (Problem) So
that by identifying and controlling the risks against the agents in the theoretical and practical fields,
governments can be protected from deviations and misfunction (Objective). This study, with a content
analysis approach, in the capacity of analyzing the performance of the agents of the political system at
two existential levels of insight and action (functional) and taking the Holy Qur’an as a basis, using the
interpretative method of Martyr Al-Sadr, presents its problems to the Qur’an and receives the answers
from various holy verses. The result and conclusion of this study from the perspective of the Qur’an is
that the functional risks agains the agents at the insight level are the agents’ self-centeredness and their
lack of a spirit of criticism, and at the functional level, there are problems such as the agents’ rebellion,
restriction, harassing, despising and oppressing the people of the society.
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| Extended Abstract |

Analyzing the Harms of Performance of Government Agents
based on the Qur’anic Teachings

Seyed Ebrahim Masoumi

Objective:

One of the most important problems that occur in any political system is the harm
that occurs after its establishment and consolidation. Therefore, in all political sys-
tems, the concern of the people is the type of performance of the agents. Therefore,
by identifying and controlling the harms in the theoretical and practical fields, gov-
ernments can remain immune to deviations and dysfunction (Objective). The present
article, with a content analysis approach, deals with two existential levels of insight
and action in analyzing the performance of the agents of the political system.

Methodology:

In the research method, it can be said that there are two types of interpretive styles
among the great interpreters, which are the sequential style and the other is thematic
interpretation. In the thematic interpretation style, the interpreter presents the sur-
rounding issues and problems such as political, social, cultural, moral, etc. to the
Holy Qur’an and searches among the verses to explain their answers and extracts the
verses that refer to that issue and problem. The research method in this article is in
the thematic style, meaning that the issues and problems are presented to the Holy
Qur’an and then, the Qur’anic opinion on this specific issue is explained. The anal-
ysis of the harms of performance of agents in political systems from the perspective
of the Qur’an, based on the interpretive method of Shahid Al-Sadr, examines the
challenges and obstacles existing in the realization of Islamic principles and values
in the administration of social affairs. Shahid Al-Sadr, emphasizing the concept of
“interrogation” as an interpretive method, conducts a deeper analysis of the Quranic
texts and believes that in order to achieve Quranic theories, one must approach the
divine word in an active and questioning manner. Shahid Al-Sadr believes that by
using this method, one can discover the different semantic layers of the Qur’an and,
based on it, provide solutions to improve the performance of agents.

Findings:

From the perspective of Shahid Al-Sadr, political agents must adhere to Islamic
principles in their decision-making and policy-making. These principles include
visionary and practical harms. Practical harms include rebellion by agents, restric-
tion, harassing the people of the society, humiliation of people, and oppression (op-
pression due to incapacity), and visionary harms include agents’ self-conceit, agents’
narcissism, and their lack of critical spirit. According to Shahid Al-Sadr’s theory
of interrogation, in order to correct these harms, new questions must be raised that
reflect the needs of society today. These questions must be based on Islamic values
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so that they can provide effective solutions to improve the performance of agents.
Finally, the analysis of the harms of agents’ performance in the visionary and practi-
cal fields is one of the important topics in analyzing the performance of government
systems, especially in religious governments. This analysis examines the behaviors
and attitudes of agents and can have profound effects on the efficiency and legitima-
cy of governments, and can also lead to social dissatisfaction and people’s distrust
of the government system. Factors such as awe, weakness of character, ignorance,
ego, and power have been identified as effective factors in causing these harms.
These factors can cause agents to deviate from moral and religious principles. The
consequences of undesirable behavior by agents not only disrupt proper interactions
between people and officials, but can also lead to distrust and public dissatisfaction.
Also, to deal with these harms, recommendations have been provided, including
recommendations for humility, asceticism, tolerance, and justice. Also, emphasizing
the need to adhere to religious and moral obligations can help reduce these harms.

Conclusion:

Finally, the visionary harms include the self-suppression of agents, their narcis-
sism, and the lack of uncritical spirit, and the action harms include the rebellion of
agents, restriction, harassment of the people of society, their humiliation and op-
pression (oppression due to disability). This analysis examines the behaviors and
attitudes of agents and can have profound effects on the efficiency and legitimacy
of governments. Ultimately, accurate recognition of these harms and analysis of the
behavior of agents from different perspectives, especially from religious and moral
perspectives, is necessary in order to provide effective solutions for their prevention
and treatment.

This research can be used as a reliable source for researchers and interested parties
and to better understand this issue. The results of this research can also help deci-
sion-makers and political and social activists in diagnosing the harms in this regard
against the agents and reducing them.

KEYWORDS: Analysis of the harms, Performance, Government Agents, Teachings
of the Holy Qur’an
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