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Abstract

One of the Quranic interpretation types is social interpretation. A study of the foundations
of social interpretation reveals that social interpreters, when discussing each foundation,
have focused more on one foundation in particular without noticing its connection to
other foundations. They also neglected the types and differences of foundations, and thus
to the precedence and delay of each of them. Therefore, almost nothing was mentioned
about the influence of these foundations and their impact on each other. In this article,
an attempt has been made to highlight the shortcomings of the fragmentary and partial
view of the bases of social interpretation, while briefly reporting on the foundations of
social interpretation, and to show the advantages of a systemic and holistic view of the
foundations of social interpretation. The main question is what effect does a systemic
view of the bases of social interpretation have on completing the foundations of social
interpretation and, consequently, the perceptions of social interpreters? The purpose of
this study is also to criticize the fragmentary view of the bases of social interpretation and
to explain a systemic view of the bases of social interpretation. The method used in this
article is analytical-comparative. The results of the research show that the fragmentary
view has suffered from argumentative weakness and a decrease in the function of the
foundations; while the holistic and systemic view has led to an increase in the function
of the foundations, their argumentative strengthening, a precise definition of them and
finally a plurality of interpretive perspectives, and the purposeful precedence and delay
of the foundations.
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Foundations of Social Interpretation: From Fragmentary to
Systematic View

Seyed Mustafa Ahmadzadeh

Objective: A study of the specific foundations of social interpretation reveals that
social commentators, when discussing each foundation, have focused more on one
foundation in particular without noticing its connection to other foundations. In addi-
tion, they have paid little attention to the types of foundations and their differences,
and thus to the precedence and delay of them. Consequently, there has been almost no
mention of the influence and impact of the foundations on each other. In this article,
an attempt was made to provide a brief account of the specific foundations of social
interpretation, with the aim of highlighting the shortcomings of the fragmentary view
of the foundations, demonstrating the advantages of the systematic view, and explain-
ing the implications of the systematic view of the foundations of social interpretation
for complementing its foundations and the subsequent changes in the perceptions of
social commentators. The fragmented view of the foundations of social explanation
is criticized, and the systematic view of the foundations of social explanation is ex-
plained.

Methodology: In this research, due to its interdisciplinary nature, the comparative
analytical method was used. In the section of foundations, the analytical method was
used along with rational arguments and narrative reasons, and in the section of sys-
tematic view, an unbalanced comparative method was used to adapt systems theory
to the systematic view of the foundations of social interpretation.

Findings: The foundations of any science are a multi-level and open-ended concept
that has varying degrees of intensity and weakness; hence, some foundations, due to
their position, influence, extent and depth, are the origin, source, cause and basis of
some other foundations. Now, looking at these foundations is sometimes a fragmen-
tary view and sometimes a holistic and systematic one. What is meant by fragmentary
and partial view is that the commentator has of a foundation neglecting other ones.
A single-sided attention to any foundation causes it to be reduced and the rational ar-
guments and narrational evidence for choosing any opinion in this regard to not have
the necessary stability and strength. Also, there is no trade-off between foundations
and, consequently, synergy, and the functions of that foundation are reduced to the
minimum possible. This distancing leads to a disconnect between the foundations and
manifests itself in the ineffectiveness and the limitation of the circle of influence and
effects of the foundation in the interpretation of social verses. However, the counter-
part of this partial and fragmentary view is a systemic and holistic view. That is, each
foundation, in addition to its individual position and foundational authority in resolv-
ing the issues of social interpretation of the Holy Qur’an, also interacts with other
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foundations. The most important achievement of a systemic and relational view of the
foundations is the synergy between the foundations, which, while filling conceptual
gaps and eliminating deficiencies between the foundations, increases the scope, extent
and depth of the effectiveness of the functioning of the foundations in resolving the
social issues of the Holy Qur’an. When a social interpreter looks at each foundation
and the foundations related to it with a systemic view, he can expand the circle of
arguments of that foundation. When a basis is examined in relation to other bases,
the definition and limitation of that basis will be the first contribution of this holistic
view. In other words, in a partial view, the intertwining between the bases is inevita-
ble. It will also lead to a plurality and diversity of views that, within the framework
of networked connections between the bases, while enjoying scientific support and
compatibility with the bases and interpretative principles of the Holy Qur’an, will find
the necessary power to accurately respond to the social problems of society.

Conclusion: The results of the research show that there is a significant relationship
between a partial and fragmentary view of the foundations of social interpretation and
the reduction in the effectiveness of the verses and social teachings of the Holy Qur’an
in the social system of Islamic societies. A fragmentary and partial view has suffered
from argumentative weakness and a decrease in the function of the foundations; while
a holistic and systemic view has led to an increase in the function of the foundations,
argumentative strengthening of them, their precise definition and finally, a plurality
of interpretive perspectives, and the purposeful precedence and backwardness of the
foundations. Considering the fundamental changes in Islamic societies and their need
for Qur’an-based social perspectives to solve diverse, multifaceted, and increasingly
complex social problems; a change in $trategy from a fragmentary view to a holistic
view in the foundations of social interpretation seems necessary, the result of which
is the presentation of diverse, innovative, and comprehensive social interpretations
that can answer some of the newly emerging social questions more accurately and
convincingly.

Keywords: Social Interpretation, Foundations of Social Interpretation, Fragmentary
View, Systemic View
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