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Abstract

Given the definition of the family as a small social institution, it requires organization
and planning for its vitality and efficiency. Procreation, the continuation of generations,
and the upbringing and development of children are the primary goals of the family in
Islam, and in this regard, women play a prominent role. This research, using a documen-
tary method and a descriptive, analytical and critical approach, seeks to examine and
analyze the “ Qur’anic Model of Authority Structure in the Family” and the position of
both woman and man in it. Today, the traditional role of women in the family, as hard-
working mothers and successful educators in childbearing and raising children, as well as
the role of hardworking men in society as the sole custodians of the family’s livelihood,
has undergone changes. Therefore, the question arises: how are these changes analyzed
and interpreted in the Qur’anic model and structure of the family in Islam, and is there
a possibility for women’s social activities? The findings of the research indicate that in
the Qur’anic model of family structure, authority means the right to manage, protect,
and be the head of the family, which is the responsibility of men. Authority of men in the
family never means being all-guardian and having absolute power. Moreover, authority
is only relevant in relation to marriage, and the male gender does not have authority over
the female gender, and its scope is not society but limited to family affairs. Therefore,
the main mission and duty of men is work and employment and providing material, and
spiritual needs of the family. The mission and duty of women is to manage family affairs.
As a key pillar of the family, women can enter the field of social activities by considering
the family priorities.
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| Extended Abstract |

Analyzing the Qur’anic Model of the Family’s Authority
Structure; Focusing on Verse 34 of Surat An-Nisa

Mohammad Fooladi Vanda

Objective: This research was developed with the aim of studying and analyzing the
“Qur’anic Model of the Family’s Authority Structure” and the position of each wom-
an and man in the family. Today, the traditional role of women as being successful
mothers and caregivers in childbearing and raising children as well as the role of men
as sole providers of the family’s livelihood has changed. This research seeks to answer
the question of how the Qur’anic model of the family’s authority structure is portrayed
in verse 34 of Surat An-Nisa. In other words, the research problem is that the tradi-
tional roles of men and women within the family in our society have changed and are
facing challenges. Addressing women’s concerns regarding childbearing and raising
children, and how to adapt their circumstances to working outside the home, requires
analyzing and properly addressing the problem, paying attention to its consequences,
and taking into account the family’s authority structure proposed in the holy Qur’an.
The main objective of this research is to resolve this paradox, taking into account the
Qur’anic model of the family’s authority structure.

Methodology: This research has used qualitative, descriptive, analytical and critical
methods. By examining interpretive texts, books and articles related to the subject of
family and analyzing the content related to the verse in question (An-Nisa: 34) and by
studying documents, the approaches, perspectives and solutions to solve the research
problem and the paradox have been reviewed.

Findings: The family, as a small social association, has bases, positions and social
roles that require organization, division of work and separation of roles in order to
achieve the desired goals and its success. In Islam, each man and woman in the family
has individual and social roles and duties inside and outside the family, which require
management, guidance and leadership to maintain its integrity, efficiency and dyna-
mism. In the Qur’an (An-Nisa: 34), the management of the family is entrusted to the
man. In analyzing the structure of authority in the family, we encounter three general
approaches among Shiite thinkers: guardianship, administration, and a combination
of guardianship and administration. In short, the woman in the family is responsible
for managing the household and raising the children, and the man is responsible for
providing livelihood for the family and working outside the home. In analyzing the
structure of the distribution of power in the family in the Qur’anic model, we unfortu-
nately encounter incorrect perceptions of the authority of men in the family, which has
given rise to doubts. The problematic nature of this issue is that the authority of men in
the family seems to mean that men are absolutely superior to women in the family and
society, and women, the second sex, in this structure must always serve men and the
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family and stay at home, and men hinder women from working and social activities in
society. However, with a little reflection, this paradox can be resolved. With a correct
analysis of this verse, the authority of a man does not mean the guardianship or abso-
lute power or the superiority of the male sex over the female or even the superiority
and authority of men over women in the field of society and community, but rather the
authority in the Qur’anic model means the management, protection and supervision
of men in the family and married life and its scope is limited to family matters; that
the man is obliged to provide for the material and spiritual, customary and reasonable
needs of the woman and all members of the family and the woman is also responsible
for managing the household affairs, raising children and creating a basis for strength-
ening the family, along with peace and comfort. The philosophy of assigning family
responsibility to the man in the Qur’an is a requirement of the innate nature of cou-
ples; men are committed to the wife and family and are obliged to honorably pay the
maintenance and dowry of the wife and are obliged to work outside the family to pro-
vide for the livelihood and needs of the family. The main mission of women is also to
manage the household affairs and raise children; Abandoning household management
and prioritizing activities outside the home and employment by women (as a second
priority) leads to the weakening of family and marital relations, and the abandonment
of raising children. Of course, by maintaining their main priority, women are allowed
to have a strong presence in social spheres.

Conclusion: In the Qur’anic model of division of family work and distribution of power
structure (verse 34 of Surah An-Nisa), the management of the family is entrusted to the
man. The incorrect interpretation of the verse has raised doubts: in the sense that the
dominance of men means the absolute superiority of men in the family and society and
that women should always serve men and the family and stay at home as the second
sex and are deprived of employment and social activity in society! While dominance
means the management, protection and supervision of men in the family and married
life. Women are also responsible for managing household affairs, raising children and
creating a basis for strengthening the family, along with peace and comfort. Therefore,
it is necessary to pay attention to their main mission in resolving the paradox and primi-
tive conflict between the dominance of men and the social activity of women; women’s
social activity and their active presence in the scientific, cultural, social, economic, etc.
fields and obtaining high degrees in these areas can be combined with managing house-
hold affairs by observing their main priority. Provided that (in the case of women’s
employment and social activity), men also do some of the household chores with the
cooperation of their wives. The government should also formulate policies in educa-
tional, economic, social, cultural, administrative and employment matters in such a way
that the contradiction between having a wife or having children and the right to social
presence - as a religious, customary, national, rational right - is eliminated.

Keywords: Women, Qur’anic Model, Authority Structure, Qawamiyat, Social Activ-
ity, Female Runaways, Family
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