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Abstract
Social capital constitutes one of the most significant assets of any society, contributing
to its stability and vitality. Despite its importance in social life, this phenomenon has not
been sufficiently institutionalized in contemporary society; this is evident in the rising
rates of divorce and unstable marriages, the increasing prevalence of various crimes,
widespread mistrust of others, and the dominance of individualistic culture. The necessity
of social capital has led Islam, as a realist religion, to encourage members of the Mus-
lim community to cultivate and strengthen this asset. In this article, an attempt has been
made to address the most significant indicators of social capital from the perspective of
the Qur’an. The method of data collection in this study is documentary and library-based,
while their analysis is conducted through the ijtihadi method with a socio-exegetical ap-
proach. The findings indicate that the Qur’an and hadith emphasize adherence to social
trust, religious brotherhood, social cooperation, social solidarity, and social commitment
as the most important indicators of social capital.
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| Extended Abstract |

Indicators of Social Capital from the Perspective of the
Qur’an and Hadith

Esmaeel Cheraghi Kotiani

Research Objective: This study examines and analyzes the characteristics of social
capital from the perspective of the Noble Qur’an and its impact on the stability and vi-
tality of Islamic societies. In view of current social conditions—such as the increasing
rates of divorce, short-lived marriages, and the rise of crime—this research seeks to
identify and elucidate the importance of institutionalizing social capital as a social ne-
cessity. Islam, as a comprehensive religion whose programs are structured in harmony
with all individual and social human needs, has addressed the issue of social capital
in various ethical, legal, and jurisprudential dimensions. In this article, while briefly
reviewing sociological approaches to social capital, the Qur’anic and hadith-based
perspectives on the indicators of social capital are investigated. The principal aim of
the study is to explicate the role of social components in fostering trust and coopera-
tion among members of society from the perspective of the Qur’an and the narrations.

Research Methodology: This research employed a documentary and library-based
approach for data collection, and it utilized an ijtihad-oriented exegetical method for
analysis. Within this method, by relying on sound evidence and indicators, and by
combining rational reflection with adherence to exegetical narrations, the meanings
of the Qur’anic verses were discovered and explained. In the course of this study, the
researcher, employing reason in conjunction with authentic narrations, the principles
of Arabic grammar, the context of the verses, and the occasions of revelation, engaged
in a systematic inference of the concepts and purposes of the Qur’anic verses. This
approach has enabled a precise and well-substantiated reading of the indicators of
social capital in Islamic sources. Accordingly, the verses and narrations pertinent to
the subject of social capital were carefully examined, and through qualitative content
analysis, the principal indicators were extracted.

Findings: The findings of this study demonstrate that the Qur’an and the Islamic nar-
rations place particular emphasis on the key components of social capital. These com-
ponents include social trust, religious brotherhood, social cooperation, social solidarity,
and social commitment. These indicators are presented as the fundamental pillars of
social capital in an Islamic society, and their role in strengthening collective spirit and
mitigating social problems is both evident and significant. Taken together, these ele-
ments shape a society grounded in religious and moral principles, within which human
values reach their highest realization. Furthermore, the application of these components,
by fostering stronger relations among members of society, can provide an appropriate
foundation for sustainable development, social cohesion, and psychological security.
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Conclusion: In light of the positive functions of social capital as reflected in the
Qur’anic verses and narrations, the enhancement of social capital based on Qur’anic
teachings is indispensable for the stability and vitality of society. Social capital, which
encompasses trust, solidarity, participation, and shared norms, serves as a powerful
support for reinforcing social cohesion and sustainable development. The path to the
creation and promotion of social capital lies in the expansion and strengthening of re-
ligious values across all individual and social domains. Therefore, both the members
of the Islamic community and the governing authorities must undertake purposeful
efforts toward the cultivation of this vital resource. In this regard, the educational role
of families, the instructional function of schools and universities, and the formative
influence of the media—as central instruments of culture-building—are especially
crucial and effective. Among these, the governing authority, by virtue of its power,
policymaking capacity, and broad executive instruments, bears an even greater re-
sponsibility in strengthening social capital.

Keywords: Social capital; Trust; Social cooperation; Social solidarity; Social com-
mitment
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