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Abstract

The social verses of the Qur’an, as a significant part of the revealed teachings, play a
foundational role in explaining human relations, organizing society, and guiding col-
lective conduct. The importance of these verses has become all the more evident, par-
ticularly in the contemporary age, wherein societies are confronted with multiple chal-
lenges. Analyzing such verses is crucial not only for a more precise understanding of
the Qur’an’s social teachings but also for enhancing human interactions and realizing
social justice. On the other hand, John Searle’s Speech Act Theory, with its emphasis
on the functional dimensions of language and the manner in which speech influences
behavior and social relations, provides a novel framework for a deeper comprehension
of the Qur’an’s social messages. Accordingly, this study, to conduct a cognitive-textual
analysis of 120 randomly selected social verses of the Qur’an, endeavors—through an in-
terdisciplinary perspective and employing a descriptive-analytical method—to examine
the various dimensions of the Qur’anic social message from the standpoint of speech act
functions. The findings indicate that the social verses, in addition to presenting founda-
tional social concepts through diverse linguistic structures and speech acts, function to
guide, exhort, reform, and direct individual and collective behavior. Each of these speech
acts in the social verses of the Qur’an has been employed with specific aims and func-
tions. Assertive acts (35.71%) are utilized for articulating religious and doctrinal truths,
explicating rulings, and describing the condition of the believers and the disbelievers.
Directive acts (34.59%) are manifested through imperative verbs, prohibitive sentences,
warnings, as well as rhetorical and reproachful interrogatives, inviting the audience to
perform or abstain from particular actions. Expressive acts (13.16%) appear in verses
that convey divine emotions such as anger, aversion, love, or sympathy with the servants,
serving to exert a deeper influence upon the audience and stir their emotions. Declarative
acts (9.77%) are employed for describing divine and social realities and play a role in
explicating social truths and teachings. Commissive acts (6.77%), in the form of oaths,
promises, and divine threats in the social verses of the Qur’an, express the guarantee and
commitment to the fulfillment of an action.
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| Extended Abstract |

A Cognitive-Textual Approach to the Social Verses of the
Qur’an Based on John Searle’s Speech Act Theory

Zohreh Babaahmadi Milani, Abdolvahid Navidi

Research Objective: This study aims to conduct a textological analysis of the social
verses of the Qur’an based on John Searle’s speech act theory. Its primary objective
is to uncover the linguistic and social functions of these verses and to elucidate their
role in guiding, reforming, and directing the individual and collective behavior of
the Islamic community. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach, the study seeks to
reveal the latent communicative and semantic dimensions of 120 selected social vers-
es, demonstrating how the Qur’an employs various types of speech acts—assertive,
directive, expressive, declarative, and commissive—to convey its social messages.
Research Methodology: The study was conducted using a descriptive—analytical
method, employing qualitative content analysis. The sample consisted of 120 social
verses randomly selected based on the book “Tafsir-e Mawdii ‘T-ye Qur’an-e Karim:
Jami‘eh dar Qur’an” (Thematic Exegesis of the Holy Qur’an: Society in the Qur’an)
by Ayatollah Javadi Amuli. These verses were divided into smaller semantic units,
resulting in a total of 266 utterances. Each utterance was then coded according to
John Searle’s Speech Act Theory and classified into five categories of speech acts.
The frequency percentage of each type of speech act was calculated using descriptive
statistics.

Findings: The findings indicate that two types of speech acts—assertive (35.71%)
and directive (34.59%)—constitute the largest share of the social verses. These are
followed by expressive (13.16%), declarative (9.77%), and commissive (6.77%) acts,
respectively. Assertive acts are primarily employed to state religious truths, explain
rulings, and describe the conditions of believers and disbelievers. Directive acts in-
clude exhortations and recommendations, commands and prohibitions, warnings, re-
proachful questions, and negations, all aimed at encouraging or discouraging specific
behaviors. Expressive acts are used to convey emotions such as anger, affection, sup-
plication, satisfaction, or aversion, with the purpose of exerting a deeper impact on
the audience. Declarative acts serve to announce new legal or social rulings and to
introduce or classify individuals and groups. Finally, commissive acts are utilized to
express divine promises, threats, and oaths.

Conclusion: The results demonstrate that the social verses of the Qur’an, through a
deliberate combination of speech acts—particularly assertive and directive—convey
over 70% of their messages in the form of explaining realities and guiding the prac-
tical conduct of society. The other types of speech acts play a complementary role in
transmitting divine values, generating motivation or warning, and consolidating social
rulings. This indicates that, in the social domain, the Qur’an maintains a balance be-
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tween theoretical enlightenment and the call to action. Furthermore, the application of
John Searle’s Speech Act Theory enables a more precise understanding of the linguis-
tic and functional dimensions of these verses and can contribute to the development
of innovative approaches to social exegesis and the practical application of Qur’anic
teachings in addressing contemporary societal issues.

Keywords: Social Verses of the Qur’an; Cognitive-Textual Analysis; Speech Act
Theory; John Searle
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