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o Abstract

@EF®EE  This study presents a comparative examination of the concept of social stratification from
the perspectives of the Qur’an and Karl Marx. Marx holds that the economic structure
of society—particularly ownership of the means of production—is the primary deter-
minant of social relations and the formation of different classes. In contrast, the Holy
Qur’an evaluates social stratification based on spiritual and moral criteria. The signifi-
cance of this research lies in offering a critical viewpoint that deepens the understanding
of religious foundations concerning social classes. The research question asks what the
criteria of social stratification are from the viewpoints of Karl Marx and the Qur’an,
and how, considering the characteristics of each, these perspectives influence society.
The hypothesis suggests that the Qur’anic view, with its emphasis on social justice and
the distinction between acquired and non-acquired differences, partially overlaps with
Marx’s class-based stratification while differing considerably in other respects. The study
aims to achieve a deeper understanding of the points of convergence or divergence be-
tween Marxist and Qur’anic conceptions of social stratification. The research method
is analytical and comparative, drawing on Qur’anic exegeses and sociological sources.
The findings indicate that both Karl Marx and the Qur’an acknowledge the existence of
social inequality, yet they interpret its origins differently. Marx emphasizes the role of the
economy in class formation, whereas the Qur’an underscores the significance of moral
and spiritual values in establishing a just society. While Marx envisions social revolution
as the remedy, the Qur’an emphasizes social justice, fairness, and the $truggle against
oppression on both individual and collective levels.
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2. Communist Party.
3. Bourgeoisie.

4. Proletariat.

5. Exploitation.
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1. Socialism.

2. Communism.
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1. Anthropological Perspective.

2. Sociological Perspective.
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| Extended Abstract |

Analytical and Comparative Study of the Concept of Social
Stratification: The Qur’anic Approach and Karl Marx’s Theory

Mohammad Ali Hosseini , Fatemeh Molla Agha Baba,
Mohammad Taher Yaghoubi

Research Objective: The present study, entitled “An Analytical and Comparative
Study of the Concept of Social Stratification from the Perspective of the Qur’an and
Karl Marx,” seeks to compare two distinct theoretical frameworks concerning social
stratification and inequality. On the one hand, Karl Marx’s thought—as one of the
founders of conflict theory in sociology—explains social stratification based on the
relations of production, ownership of the means of production, and class relations.
On the other hand, the Holy Qur’an, as a divine and guiding revelation, interprets
social stratification not through material criteria but through spiritual, moral, and jus-
tice-oriented values. The primary objective of this research is to elucidate the points
of convergence and divergence between these two perspectives and to examine the
theoretical and practical implications of each for the organization of human society.
Moreover, the study aims to fill an existing gap in interdisciplinary research between
religion and sociology by offering a fresh analytical approach that enables the use of
Qur’anic teachings for a deeper understanding of justice and social equality.

Research Methodology: The research employs an analytical-comparative method.
In the section related to Marx, primary sources such as Capital and The Communist
Manifesto, along with the works of interpreters and commentators of Marxist thought,
have been utilized. In the Qur’anic section, data have been derived from the verses
of the Holy Qur’an and authoritative Qur’anic exegeses such as Al-Mizan and Tafsir
Nemiineh. Data collection has been conducted through a library-based research meth-
od. In the analysis phase, an effort has been made to reinterpret the key concepts of
both perspectives concerning social stratification, class, exploitation, justice, and ine-
quality. Subsequently, by comparing the theoretical foundations and criteria of social
valuation in both approaches, the points of convergence and divergence have been
identified.

Findings: The findings of the study indicate that both Marx and the Qur’an acknowl-
edge the existence of social inequalities; however, they differ significantly in explain-
ing their origins and functions:

1.The Basis of Social Stratification: Marx views stratification as a direct product of
ownership of the means of production and class conflict. He divides society into two
main classes: the bourgeoisie, as the owners of capital, and the proletariat, as the prop-
ertyless workers. From Marx’s perspective, this inherent contradiction drives history
toward class struggle. In contrast, the Qur’an regards differences among people as
part of the divine order of creation, intended to promote cooperation, perfection, and
moral testing. Yet, unjust inequalities resulting from arrogance, misuse of power, and
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accumulation of wealth are condemned in the Qur’anic view.

2.Criteria of Social Valuation: For Marx, social value is primarily defined by one’s
class position and economic role. In a capitalist society, the ruling class, by possessing
capital and the means of production, also monopolizes economic and political power.
The Qur’an, on the other hand, presents piety (Taqwa) and righteous deeds as the
true criteria of superiority: “Indeed the noblest of you in the sight of Allah is the most
Godwary among you” (Qur’an 49:13). Thus, in the Qur’anic worldview, even a poor
but pious and righteous individual enjoys higher dignity and worth.

3.Roots of Social Inequality: Marx interprets inequality as a structural consequence of
capitalism, explaining it through concepts such as “surplus value” and “exploitation.”
The Qur’an, however, distinguishes between natural differences and unjust inequal-
ities. Natural distinctions are part of divine wisdom, while inequalities arising from
injustice, hoarding of wealth, usury, and political or economic oppression are consid-
ered the sources of societal corruption.

4.Solutions to Inequality: Marx proposes a proletarian social revolution, the abolition
of private ownership, and the establishment of a classless society as the solution. The
Qur’an, however, outlines a path of reform grounded in social justice, charity (zakat),
almsgiving (infaq), mutual cooperation, enjoining good and forbidding evil, and the
establishment of a just governance. From the Qur’anic perspective, natural inequality
is acceptable, but it must never lead to structural domination or discrimination.

5.The Role of Religion and Morality: Marx regards religion as “the opium of the
masses,” a tool in the hands of the ruling class that prevents class consciousness.
Conversely, the Qur’an presents religion as a guide for justice, liberation, and moral
direction, asserting that the mission of the prophets was to establish equity and justice:
“Certainly We sent Our apostles with manifest proofs, and We sent down with them
the Book and the Balance, so that mankind may maintain justice” (Qur’an 57:25).

Conclusion: The study concludes that although both Marxist thought and the Qur’an-
ic perspective acknowledge the existence of social inequality, they differ fundamen-
tally in their foundations, criteria, and proposed solutions. Marx adopts a materialistic
and structural outlook, viewing inequality purely as a product of the economic system.
In contrast, the Qur’an offers a multidimensional approach that incorporates not only
economic but also moral, spiritual, psychological, and political dimensions.

Marx envisions salvation through proletarian revolution and the abolition of private prop-
erty, whereas the Qur’an identifies social justice and piety (taqwa) as the true remedies.
It does not reject natural differences; rather, it considers them as a framework for growth,
cooperation, and moral testing. This comparison demonstrates that the Qur’an, in contrast
to the Marxist approach, presents a more comprehensive and human-centered conception
of social justice. By proposing moral and social solutions instead of structural overthrow,
it seeks the reform and elevation of both the individual and society. Accordingly, this re-
search can serve as a foundation for rethinking theories of social justice and for developing
Qur’an-based solutions to the crises of inequality in contemporary societies.

Keywords: Karl Marx; Social stratification; Exploitation; Class conflict; Qur’an; So-
cial justice
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