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§§,§ Abstract
;'1:@ Given the growing prominence of the concept of gender in many fields, in recent years

ey some Qur’anic scholars have turned to female-centered readings of the Qur’an in order to
highlight Qur’anic concepts related to equality and gender justice. One of the figures who
has reconsidered issues of Islam and gender by offering alternative interpretations of cer-
tain Qur’anic verses on women is Asma Barlas, a Pakistani-American scholar and author
of Believing Women in Islam. Influenced by the ideas of Fazlur Rahman and, in some
respects, following Amina Wadud’s interpretive approach, Barlas proposes a distinct her-
meneutic in this field. The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method and doc-
umentary data, seeks to explain Asma Barlas’s interpretive thought and methodology and
to compare her views on gender justice with those of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli regarding
Qur’anic verses related to women—such as those concerning creation, testimony, and
hijab. Analytical examination of the views of these two figures shows that both believe
in God’s justice toward women within the framework of divine law. However, Barlas
regards equality across all domains as the criterion for realizing gender justice and thus
adheres to an egalitarian conception of justice, whereas Ayatollah Javadi Amoli adopts a
merit-based conception of justice. The latter appears to offer a more accurate account of
gender justice and is preferable to Barlas’s perspective.
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| Extended Abstract |

An Evaluation of Asma Barlas’s Conception of Gender Justice
in Comparison with the Views of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli

Bibi Hakimeh Hosseini Hekmat , Fatemeh Ataei Dalanjan

Research Objective: The present study aims to explicate the thought and exegetical
method of Asma Barlas, a Pakistani-American scholar influenced by the ideas of Fa-
zlur Rahman and, in some respects, a follower of Amina Wadud, and to compare her
views on gender justice with those of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli concerning Qur’anic
verses related to women, including those on creation, testimony, and hijab. The prin-
cipal objective is to address the numerous questions raised in discussions of gender
justice within Islam and to demonstrate the comprehensiveness and realism of the
Islamic perspective in contrast with feminist approaches. The study seeks to clarify
the Islamic—particularly Shi‘i—understanding of gender justice, the ways in which it
differs from feminist approaches, and the relationship and distinction between justice
and equality.

Research Methodology: In terms of data collection, the research is based on library
sources, and in terms of data analysis it adopts a comparative approach. Comparative
analysis entails describing and explaining the similarities and differences between two
theoretical perspectives so that the strengths and weaknesses of each become evident,
allowing either one of the two viewpoints, or a synthesis of their respective strengths,
to be presented as the final conclusion.

Findings: Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, with a strong commitment to interpreting the
Qur’an by the Qur’an, concurs with Barlas on several points in his explanation and
interpretation of the verses under discussion. Despite his expertise in theology, phi-
losophy, hadith studies, and related disciplines, he relies primarily on the Qur’an itself
in his exegetical approach.

Barlas, in the conventional sense, cannot be classified among Qur’anic exegetes; rath-
er, she is primarily concerned with advocating women’s rights on the basis of the
Qur’an. Nevertheless, a number of shared interpretive elements can be identified in
the approaches of both figures regarding the verses in question:

* Both interpreters, in examining the verse on creation, affirm a single and common
human nature and reject the Biblically influenced interpretation that portrays woman
as having been created from man.

* Regarding the term “degree” (daraja), both maintain that the Qur’an does not assign
any inherent superiority to men in this verse; rather, the notion of degree refers to the
responsibility of guardianship granted to men in relation to family management. In
this view, guardianship represents a burden of responsibility rather than an intrinsic
value or superiority of men.

* Barlas extends the concept of guardianship (qiwama) to the broader social sphere,
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whereas Ayatollah Javadi Amoli restricts it to the domain of the family.

* Both interpreters consider nushiiz to apply to both men and women; however, Bar-
las interprets the term darb as a restriction on the forms of violence customary in the
pre-Islamic period, whereas Ayatollah Javadi Amoli interprets it as a light and sym-
bolic physical reprimand.

* Barlas limits the permissibility of polygyny to marriage with orphan girls and main-
tains that the Qur’anic orientation favors monogamy. Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, by con-
trast, acknowledges that multiple marriages may become necessary under certain cir-
cumstances but does not consider them permissible for all men without qualification.
* In interpreting the verse on testimony, Barlas regards one woman as the actual wit-
ness and the second as a supporting reminder, and she limits this form of testimony to
financial contracts. Ayatollah Javadi Amoli attributes the requirement of two female
witnesses to factors such as women’s extensive domestic responsibilities, their com-
paratively limited participation in public life, and their stronger emotional disposition.
» With regard to the issue of hijab, Barlas argues that conservative interpreters trans-
form verses that are essentially advisory in tone into binding legal commands obligat-
ing women to observe veiling. Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, however, explains the philos-
ophy of hijab as making a woman’s chastity recognizable and thereby protecting her
from the misconduct of corrupt individuals.

Conclusion: In general, the principal differences observed in the interpretation of
women-related verses—particularly those concerning polygyny, testimony, and hi-
jab—derive from Asma Barlas’s view of absolute equality between men and women
and her emphasis on egalitarian justice, in contrast to Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s ac-
ceptance of differences between men and women and his understanding of Qur’anic
justice as merit-based justice (istihqaq).

At the same time, the significant commonalities between the two scholars’ interpre-
tations indicate that when the Qur’an is interpreted without preconceived assump-
tions and with a careful understanding of the existential dimensions of women—along
with attention to their actual and potential capacities—the result can be a rational and
ethically grounded interpretation. It may therefore be concluded that when Qur’anic
interpretation is conducted through an appropriate exegetical method and supported
by comprehensive, scholarly, and well-documented research, the gender of the inter-
preter has minimal impact on the outcome.

Keywords: Qur’an; Gender justice; Feminist readings; Feminism; Barlas; Javadi
Amoli; Merit-based justice; Egalitarian justice
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