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E:E}l% Abstract

@FFE®EE  This study aims to examine and critique the Jihadi Salafi reading of Qur’an 5:44. The
research employs a descriptive—analytical method and is grounded in the theoretical
framework of social exegesis of the Qur’an and critical discourse analysis. The findings
indicate that this interpretation suffers from methodological deviation in three respects:
first, by disregarding the historical context and circumstances of revelation—relating to
the alteration of the ruling on stoning by the Jews of Medina—the verse is detached
from its original setting; second, it fails to distinguish between the various degrees of
unbelief, whereas Qur’anic exegetes such as Tabari, Qurtubi, and ‘Allameh Tabataba’i
differentiate between “practical unbelief” and “doctrinal unbelief”; and third, it instru-
mentalizes Qur’anic interpretation for ideological purposes. The historical roots of this
reading may be traced to developments following the collapse of the Ottoman Caliphate
as well as the influence of the thought of Sayyid Qutb and Ibn Taymiyyah. From a so-
cial perspective, this interpretation yields consequences such as delegitimizing Muslim
governments, weakening social cohesion, undermining the authority of jurisprudential
scholarship, fostering religious disengagement among younger generations, reinforcing
Islamophobia, and obstructing pathways toward Islamic civilizational development. The
study concludes by proposing strategies at the theoretical, jurisprudential, and education-
al levels, including a return to the classical exegetical tradition, systematic critique of
Salafi jurisprudence, and reform of religious education.
Keywords: Jihadi Salafism; Qur’an 5:44; Social exegesis of the Qur’an; Excommunica-
tion of rulers; Degrees of unbelief; Social implications
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| Extended Abstract |

A Discourse Analysis of Jihadi-Salafi Takfir of Rulers
(Based on Qur’an 5:44) from the Perspective of Social
Exegesis of the Qur’an

Ehsan Khamnavi Khiabani , Seyed Mohammad Sadegh Mousavi ,
Seyed Abolghasem Naghibi

Objective: The issue of declaring Muslim rulers as unbelievers (takfir) has become
one of the central debates in contemporary Jihadi-Salafi thought. Their main textual
reference is Qur’an 5:44, which has long been discussed in the Islamic exegetical
tradition. This study aims to critically examine the Jihadi-Salafi reading of this verse
and to demonstrate its incompatibility with the broader exegetical, jurisprudential,
and social traditions of Islam. Furthermore, the research highlights the capacity of
“social exegesis of the Qur’an” to reinterpret this verse in a way that promotes justice
and social cohesion.

Method: The study employs a descriptive—analytical approach combined with dis-
course analysis. First, classical and modern tafsir sources, such as the works of al-
Tabari, al-Tusi, al-Qurtubi, Fakhr al-Razi, Ibn Kathir, and Allameh Tabataba’i, are
examined. Second, the writings of leading Jihadi-Salafi ideologues such as Abu Mu-
hammad al-Maqdisi, Abdullah Azzam, and Muhammad Abd al-Salam Faraj are ana-
lyzed. Finally, the findings are interpreted within the theoretical framework of “social
exegesis of the Qur’an” and systematically compared.

Findings: The results show that traditional exegetes understood “kufr” in Qur’an 5:44
as disobedience to divine rulings, distinguishing between different levels such as doc-
trinal disbelief, practical disobedience, injustice, and sin. In contrast, Jihadi-Salafis,
by disregarding the historical context and occasions of revelation, collapse these dis-
tinctions and classify all recourse to non-divine laws as major disbelief (kufr akbar)
and apostasy. Influenced by Ibn Taymiyyah and Sayyid Qutb, they transform Qur’anic
interpretation from a scholarly process into a political and revolutionary tool, redefin-
ing faith as synonymous with rebellion against existing rulers. This methodological
distortion has dangerously expanded the scope of takfir and legitimized widespread
violence in the Muslim world.

Conclusion: The study concludes that the Jihadi-Salafi interpretation of Qur’an 5:44
not only contradicts the traditional exegetical heritage but also conflicts with the
Qur’an’s justice-oriented and socially cohesive spirit. Social exegesis of the Qur’an,
by emphasizing justice, solidarity, and coexistence, offers an alternative to the vio-
lence-driven reading of Jihadi-Salafis. The innovation of this research lies in integrat-
ing exegetical, jurisprudential, and sociological analyses to critique takfiri discourse.
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It is recommended that interdisciplinary studies between Qur’anic exegesis and social
sciences be expanded, and that Islamic education emphasize the gradations of disbe-
lief and the dangers of indiscriminate takfir, in order to prevent ideological misuse of
sacred texts.

Keywords: Qur’an 5:44; Jihadi-Salafism; Takfir of rulers; Ibn Taymiyyah; Social ex-
egesis of the Qur’an; Islamic political jurisprudence
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