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Abstract

The issue of legal and status inequalities affecting women—one of the current social
concerns in Iranian society—results from the lack of a precise articulation of the Islam-
ic perspective on anthropology and ontology. An inadequate understanding of the sta-
tions of women and men, their assigned responsibilities, and their respective roles within
the cosmic order has led to the assumption of inequality in the domain of employment.
Accordingly, this article examines the views of a contemporary theologian who adopts
a maximalist approach to religion, employing thematic analysis as its methodological
framework. The thematic network derived from Javadi Amoli’s works indicates that, in
his view, what distinguishes individuals are the perfections pertaining to the soul, which
are shared between men and women and are referred to in this study as the overarching
theme of “virtues.” By contrast, what is presumed to constitute inequality between men
and women pertains to the contingencies of worldly life and aligns with divine wisdom
aimed at ensuring the proper functioning of life in this world. These matters do not,
therefore, generate legal or status disparities between the two sexes and are categorized
under the overarching theme of “tasks.” Consequently, not only do both groups share the
capacity for attaining genuine perfections, but they also possess common rights in many
employment-related matters.
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1. The Veil and the Male Elite.
2. Women and Gender in Islam: Historical Roots of a Modern Debate.

3. Believing Women in Islam: Unreading Patriarchal Interpretations of the Qur’an.
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1. Inductive thematic analysis.

2. deductive thematic analysis.
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| Extended Abstract |

An Analysis of Legal and Status Inequality in Women’s
Employment from the Perspective of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli

Mahmoud Karimi Benadkooki , Hasan Akhbari , Mehdi Hamzehpoor

Research Objective: The aim of this study is to examine the hypothesis of legal
and status inequality between women and men in the sphere of employment. The
emergence of this hypothesis is largely attributed to an inadequate understanding of
the respective positions of women and men, as well as their assigned duties and roles
within the order of existence. Taking the views of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli as its pri-
mary framework—an influential contemporary theologian who adopts a maximalist
view of religion—this research thoroughly examines the underlying assumptions of
inequality and provides responses to each of them. In doing so, it seeks to clarify
the Islamic perspective regarding the roles and responsibilities of women and men,
address the assumption of inequality between them, and demonstrate the principle of
their shared rights in the field of employment.

Research Methodology: To achieve its objectives, this research employs the meth-
od of thematic analysis. This method facilitates a clearer reading of texts, enables
appropriate interpretation of apparently unrelated information, supports qualitative
data analysis, and allows for the systematic observation of individuals, organizations,
or groups while also enabling the transformation of qualitative data into quantitative
forms. It is a method used both to describe realities and to explain them. For this
purpose, and in order to apply this method, a list of women’s issues—compiled based
on the framework provided by the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution—was
used. This list includes thirty-one topics related to women. One of the issues iden-
tified in this list concerns the legal and status inequalities of women in the field of
employment. The framework derived from the women’s issues system regarding legal
and status inequalities in employment was adopted as the analytical framework for
the thematic analysis process, and the relevant basic themes were coded according-
ly. Through repeated examination and interpretation of the basic themes, organizing
themes were identified. Further detailed analysis and comprehensive study of these
organizing themes led to the formation of overarching themes. Finally, by analyzing
the network of themes, the thematic analysis process was completed, and the findings
of the research were presented in the form of thematic network analyses and diagrams.

Findings: After repeated examination of the author’s writings relevant to the subject,
and through the segmentation and analysis of the text, 222 basic themes—the smallest
meaningful units related to the research topic—were identified and coded. Subse-
quently, the extracted basic themes were grouped based on conceptual and thematic
relationships into related categories. This classification resulted in the identification
and categorization of fourteen organizing themes. These themes include: judgment,
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prophethood and messengership, religious authority, jurisprudence, executive func-
tions, reason and thought, family, leadership and management, economy, religious
and spiritual matters, emotion and upbringing, knowledge and learning, and society.
In the final stage, the organizing themes were examined at a higher level of abstrac-
tion in order to form overarching themes. At this stage, all organizing themes were
subsumed under two comprehensive and key themes: “tasks” and “virtues.” These
two overarching themes constitute the main analytical structure of the article, and the
thematic network was designed on the basis of these two categories.

Conclusion: The analysis of the thematic network within the works of Ayatollah Ja-
vadi Amoli indicates that, in his view, what distinguishes individuals is the set of
perfections related to the soul, which are shared equally by women and men. In this
study, these are referred to under the overarching theme of “virtues.” Meanwhile, the
factors that have been assumed to produce inequality between women and men relate
instead to the requirements of worldly life and correspond to divine wisdom aimed at
ensuring the proper functioning of life in this world. These factors do not entail legal
or status inequality between the two and are categorized in this research under the
overarching theme of “tasks” Accordingly, women and men not only share the ca-
pacity to attain true human perfections but also possess shared rights in many matters
related to employment.

Keywords: Legal and status inequalities; Women’s rights; Gender segregation; Wom-
en’s employment; Ayatollah Javadi Amoli
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