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Abstract

Whether human beings are social by nature or by necessity, they are inherently social
beings, and the advancement of social life depends on factors that establish and sustain
social order and cohesion. Among these factors is the extent to which truthfulness gov-
erns social relations. Truthfulness is a disposition of the soul that manifests as honesty in
speech and integrity in conduct. It originates in the soundness of belief, and other moral
virtues arise from this inner disposition. For this reason, scholars of ethics have described
truthfulness as “the noblest of the qualities of the soul and the foremost of virtuous moral
traits.” This study addresses the following questions: What status does truthfulness oc-
cupy in the Qur’an and practical wisdom, and how does it contribute to the advancement
of society? The study employs a library-based method of data collection and adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach to the examination of the collected material. The findings
indicate that truthfulness and veracity are among the most important means of fostering
social trust and play a fundamental role in establishing and maintaining social order and
cohesion. Truthfulness is also regarded as essential to the survival of society and the
legitimacy of rulers. Security, as another defining feature of an advanced society, is like-
wise considered a consequence of individuals’ adherence to truthfulness in its various
dimensions. The study further argues that truthfulness in belief, understood as the corre-
spondence of one’s conception with objective reality, provides the foundation for a prop-
er understanding of progress and sustainable development. It prevents the rights of future
generations from being disregarded, protects the environment from harm, and contributes
to felicity in the Hereafter. An advanced society is realized through the manifestation of
justice in its various spheres; such justice, however, cannot be achieved without cultivat-
ing the moral virtues that arise from the disposition of truthfulness.
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| Extended Abstract |

The Status of Truthfulness in the Qur’an and Practical Wisdom
and Its Role in the Advancement of Society

Ali Nikouei

Research Objective:

This study aims to elucidate the status of truthfulness in the Holy Qur’an and practical
wisdom and to examine its role in the advancement of society. Its central question is
how truthfulness, as a disposition of the soul, can provide the necessary foundations
for social order and cohesion, public trust, sustainable security, widespread justice,
and balanced progress and development. Through a conceptual and exemplificatory
analysis of truthfulness in Qur’anic verses and the views of exegetes—particularly
‘Allamah Tabataba’1 in Tafsir al-Mizan, the article seeks to clarify the relationship
between this moral virtue and the defining characteristics of an advanced society.
Adopting a philosophical-ethical approach, it further demonstrates how adherence
to truthfulness in belief, speech, and conduct can contribute to the realization of the
Islamic ideal society. The study also seeks to address the existing research gap con-
cerning the direct impact of truthfulness on social advancement.

Research Methodology:

This library-based study adopts a descriptive-analytical method. The required data
were collected through systematic note-taking from primary exegetical sources, in-
cluding al-Mizan, Majma“ al-Bayan, al-Tibyan, etc; major ethical works, including
Jami‘ al-Sa‘adat, Mi‘raj al-Sa‘adah, Thya’ ‘Ultim al-Din, etc.; and relevant scholarly
articles. The collected data were subsequently examined through qualitative and ar-
gumentative analysis.

Findings:

The findings indicate that, in the Qur’an and hadith literature, truthfulness encompass-
es several levels, including truthfulness in belief, speech, intention, resolve, fulfill-
ment of resolve, action, and spiritual stations. Exegetes such as ‘Allamah Tabataba'1
emphasize the intrinsic relationship between truthfulness and the four cardinal virtues
of temperance, courage, wisdom, and justice, regarding truthfulness as the foundation
of all moral virtues. From the Qur’anic perspective, truthfulness in belief, manifested
in sincere faith; in speech, manifested in truthful expression; and in conduct, manifest-
ed in upright action, constitutes a principal factor in fostering social trust, cohesion,
and order.

The cultivation of truthfulness also promotes psychological, financial, judicial, and
economic security at both individual and societal levels and lays the foundation for
sustainable development and the material and spiritual advancement of societies. An-
other significant finding is that an advanced society cannot be realized without the
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establishment of justice, which itself is rooted in truthfulness. Justice, in turn, cannot
be fully achieved unless the disposition of truthfulness is institutionalized among all
members of society. Truthfulness may therefore be regarded as the foundation of mor-
al virtue, security, justice, trust, and development in Islamic society.

Conclusion:

The findings of this study confirm that truthfulness is not merely an individual mor-
al virtue but also a fundamental foundation for the advancement and sustainability
of religious societies. The realization of the defining characteristics of an advanced
society—including justice, security, social trust, and sustainable development—re-
quires practical adherence to truthfulness in all its dimensions. Institutionalizing this
virtue within Islamic society is therefore an indispensable prerequisite for attaining
the Qur’anic ideal society and establishing a universal government founded on justice.

Keywords: Qur’an; Practical wisdom; Truthfulness; Social advancement; Society;
Justice; Security; Sustainable development; Social trust
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