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Abstract

This study examines self-belief as a fundamental component in the formation of a balanced
personality and the comprehensive development of the human being. The Holy Qur’an pres-
ents the human being as endowed with intrinsic dignity, free will, and God-given capacities
and as capable of pursuing the path of perfection and advancement through faith, trust in
God, and awareness of his or her inner potential. Within this framework, self-belief is not
merely a psychological trait; rather, it is a reality grounded in a monotheistic worldview that
guides individual and social conduct, particularly in the economic sphere. The study aims to
elucidate the status of self-belief in the development of the Islamic individual, with particular
emphasis on its economic dimension, from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method, the research draws on Qur’anic verses, authoritative exegetical
works, and contemporary scholarly sources. The findings indicate that Qur’anic self-belief—
grounded in faith in God, recognition of human dignity, awareness of divine vicegerency, and
confidence in God-given abilities—contributes to the formation of an active, responsible, and
industrious personality. Rather than embracing passivity and dependence, such an individual
engages in work and production and makes proper use of available talents and resources. From
a Qur’anic perspective, self-belief is inseparably connected with trust in God. While remain-
ing conscious of personal limitations, the believer draws upon God-given capacities in pursuit
of legitimate goals. In the economic sphere, Qur’anic self-belief produces several significant
effects: it strengthens commitment to productive work and discourages passive dependence;
safeguards human dignity and prevents economic humiliation; reinforces social responsibili-
ty through charitable giving, cooperation, and participation; and redirects economic conduct
from narrow self-interest toward justice, poverty alleviation, and the reduction of inequality.
Self-belief therefore not only motivates effective economic activity but also strengthens the
ethical and social foundations of economic life. Accordingly, Qur’anic self-belief offers a
model of the “Islamic economic agent”—an individual who combines self-confidence and
independence with economic conduct governed by servitude to God, justice, and service to
society. The development of the Muslim individual is realized through the interrelationship of
faith, dignity, endeavor, and responsibility. Within the Qur’anic framework, self-belief con-
stitutes both an educational and a civilizational principle that guides human beings toward
perfection and a faith-centered way of life.
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| Extended Abstract |

Self-Belief and the Development of the Muslim Individual, with
Emphasis on the Economic Dimension: A Qur’anic Perspective

Baqer Hesami Azizi

Research Objective:

Self-belief constitutes one of the fundamental components of human development in the
individual, social, and economic spheres. From a Qur’anic perspective, the human being
is endowed with dignity, responsibility, free will, and God-given capacities for growth
and perfection. Within this framework, self-belief is not merely a psychological or indi-
vidual concept; rather, it is rooted in a monotheistic worldview and a divinely grounded
understanding of the human person. This study aims to elucidate the status of self-belief
in the development of the Islamic individual, with particular emphasis on its economic
dimension, from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an. It seeks to demonstrate how belief
in intrinsic human dignity, divine vicegerency, faith, trust in God, and responsibility
toward God and society provides the foundation for the formation of an active, industri-
ous, responsible, and independent individual in the economic sphere.

The central research question is how Qur’anic self-belief can serve as a basis for rede-
fining the economic individual within an Islamic framework and what role it plays in
promoting the balanced development of both the individual and society. Accordingly,
the study seeks to derive from Qur’anic teachings a model for the development of the
Islamic individual in which economic flourishing is understood in relation to faith,
ethics, justice, and self-respect.

Research Methodology:

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method and adopts an exegetical-conceptu-
al approach. Its primary data were drawn from verses of the Holy Qur’an, authoritative
exegetical works, and contemporary studies in the fields of Qur’anic anthropology and
Islamic economics. In the first stage, verses related to such concepts as human dignity, di-
vine vicegerency, free will, endeavor and effort, trust in God, social responsibility, charita-
ble giving, cooperation, and economic justice were identified and extracted. These verses
were subsequently examined through conceptual and intra-textual analysis to clarify the
relationship between self-belief and the development of the Islamic individual.

Rather than approaching self-belief from a purely psychological or individualistic
perspective, the study situates it within a broader semantic network encompassing the
interrelationships among faith, responsibility, work, production, and social justice.
The research method was therefore designed to identify both the direct implications
of the relevant verses and their broader conceptual and educational requirements in
the spheres of economic activity and social conduct.

Findings:

The findings indicate that Qur’anic self-belief rests on three fundamental foundations:
faith in God, recognition of human dignity, and confidence in God-given abilities. From a
Qur’anic perspective, the human being is not a passive and dependent creature but God’s
vicegerent on earth, endowed with the capacity for development, production, and reform.
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This understanding encourages the believer, rather than surrendering to poverty, weak-
ness, fear, or dependence, to draw upon inner and God-given capacities and pursue the
path of growth and advancement. In the Qur’anic framework, self-belief does not signify
pride, arrogance, or absolute self-sufficiency; rather, it denotes a conscious confidence in
the abilities and responsibilities with which God has endowed the human being.

Another significant finding is that Qur’anic self-belief does not conflict with trust
in God or human effort; rather, these concepts are mutually reinforcing. Within the
Qur’anic framework, a self-believing individual regards work and endeavor as divine
responsibilities and rejects passivity, dependence, and inactive expectation. Such an
individual understands work as an act of worship, production as a responsibility, and
economic advancement as part of the human obligation arising from divine vicegeren-
cy. Consequently, the economic dimension of the Islamic individual is not confined to
the acquisition of income but encompasses an ethical and social orientation through-
out the processes of production and distribution.

The findings further demonstrate that Qur’anic self-belief strengthens social responsi-
bility. Teachings concerning charitable giving, cooperation, benevolence, and the re-
jection of economic oppression indicate that, in the Qur’an, individual development is
inseparable from collective development. A self-believing individual does not pursue
personal advancement alone but also assumes responsibility for the welfare of others
and contributes to poverty alleviation, the reduction of inequality, and the realization
of economic justice. From this perspective, Qur’anic self-belief provides the founda-
tion for the formation of a dynamic, independent, and justice-oriented society. The
study also demonstrates that this form of self-belief can liberate the Islamic ummah
from intellectual and cultural dependence on non-divine models and restore economic
dignity and self-respect at both individual and collective levels.

Conclusion:

The findings demonstrate that self-belief in the Holy Qur’an is a profound and multi-
dimensional concept directly associated with the development of the Islamic individ-
ual. In the economic sphere, it plays a central role in shaping productive, responsible,
and justice-oriented conduct. Unlike materialistic models, the Islamic economic in-
dividual does not seek merely to maximize personal benefit. Rather, guided by faith,
dignity, and responsibility, such an individual directs work and effort toward serving
society and realizing justice. Qur’anic self-belief thus transforms the human being
into an active, creative, independent, and committed individual who both recognizes
personal abilities and remains accountable before God and society.

The study ultimately concludes that the development of the Islamic individual would
remain incomplete and unsustainable without self-belief, since self-belief constitutes
a necessary condition for the flourishing of human capacities, the strengthening of
initiative, and the realization of economic justice. Reinforcing Qur’anic teachings
concerning human dignity, divine vicegerency, trust in God, effort, and social respon-
sibility can therefore contribute to the formation of a generation capable of advancing
progress, justice, and Islamic civilization at both individual and social levels. With-
in this framework, Qur’anic self-belief is not merely an individual virtue but also a
foundation for reconstructing the culture of work, production, entrepreneurship, and
economic independence in Islamic society.

Keywords: Self-belief, Holy Qur’an; Economic development; Muslim individual
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