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Abstract

Euphemistic expression in the Holy Qur’an is not merely a linguistic feature or literary
device; rather, it constitutes a powerful and purposeful discursive strategy for prevent-
ing identity-based fractures, promoting social cohesion, repairing human relationships,
and managing social tensions. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and a rhetor-
ical-pedagogical approach to Qur’anic verses, this study demonstrates that the Qur’an
uses euphemistic strategies when addressing sensitive, tension-laden, and challenging
situations. These include human error and lapses, opposition, afflictions and painful
events, legal rulings and penalties, family relations, collective dialogue, the restoration of
communicative bonds, and eschatological warnings and threats. Direct reference to such
matters may impede constructive communication, undermine the dignity of the address-
ee, and generate tension, confrontation, and anxiety. In such contexts, the Qur’an em-
ploys a range of discursive mechanisms, including distinguishing an individual’s identity
from the wrongful act by referring to a “lapse” rather than “disobedience”; suspending
hasty judgment through conditional constructions and the reassignment of responsibility;
creating rhetorical distance through indirect analogy; shifting the semantic horizon from
annihilation to the taking of the soul and return; emphasizing religious brotherhood in the
context of retribution; employing gradual sequencing and linguistically mitigated prohi-
bitions in the reform of family relations; and formulating warnings through condition-
al and multilayered structures. These strategies restrain verbal and emotional violence,
preserve the dignity and status of the addressee, foster internal moral commitment, and
create the conditions necessary for sustained interaction, gradual reform and transforma-
tion, and social cohesion and solidarity. The findings indicate that euphemistic expression
lies at the heart of a Qur’anic discursive transformation from the logic of domination and
confrontation to that of invitation and solidarity. Rooted in the tension-filled circumstanc-
es of the Qur’an’s revelation, this approach offers a preventive and practical model for
managing human relationships in the contemporary world.
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| Extended Abstract |

Euphemism and the Management of Social Tensions in the Holy
Qur’an: A Rhetorical and Pedagogical Reading

Roghayeh Khalili , Fatemeh Maleki

Research Objective:

Euphemistic expression in the Holy Qur’an is not merely a linguistic feature or liter-
ary device; rather, it constitutes a powerful and purposeful discursive instrument for
preventing identity-based fractures, promoting social cohesion, repairing human rela-
tionships, and managing social tensions. This study seeks to demonstrate that euphe-
mistic expression in the Qur’an is neither a purely linguistic phenomenon nor merely
a literary device or a simple and superficial form of gentle speech. Instead, it repre-
sents a conscious, multilayered, and strategic mechanism within Qur’anic discourse
that plays an effective role across sensitive and tension-laden areas of human life.

Research Methodology:

This study employs a descriptive-inferential method and analyzes selected verses of
the Holy Qur’an, with particular emphasis on their rhetorical and pedagogical dimen-
sions. The research data were collected and organized through open and axial cod-
ing. In the first stage, relevant expressions, concepts, and verses were extracted from
the Qur’an and authoritative exegetical and rhetorical sources. The concepts identi-
fied through open coding were then classified under broader categories and principal
themes through axial coding. These categories were subsequently analyzed to clarify
the nature and functions of euphemistic expression in Qur’anic discourse.

Findings:

The findings indicate that the Holy Qur’an employs euphemistic mechanisms when
addressing sensitive, tension-laden, and challenging situations, including human er-
ror and lapses, opposition, afflictions and painful events, legal rulings and penalties,
family relations, collective dialogue, the restoration of communicative bonds, and
eschatological warnings and threats. Direct expression in such contexts may obstruct
constructive communication, undermine the dignity of the addressee, and generate
tension, confrontation, and anxiety. The Qur’an therefore employs such mechanisms
as distinguishing personal identity from wrongful conduct by using “lapse” rather
than “disobedience”; suspending hasty judgment through conditional constructions
and the reassignment of responsibility; creating rhetorical distance through indirect
and nonliteral analogy; shifting the semantic horizon from annihilation to the taking
of the soul and return; emphasizing religious brotherhood in the context of retribution;
applying gradual sequencing and mitigated prohibitive constructions in the reform
of family relations; and formulating warnings through conditional and multilayered
structures. These strategies restrain verbal and emotional violence, preserve the dig-
nity and status of the addressee, cultivate internal moral commitment, and create the
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conditions necessary for sustained interaction, gradual reform and transformation, and
social cohesion and solidarity.

Conclusion:

Euphemistic expression in the Holy Qur’an lies at the heart of the discursive transition
from the logic of domination and confrontation to that of invitation and solidarity. This
fundamental transformation emerged within the tension-laden context of the period of
revelation and served to restrain verbal violence and prevent identity-based fractures.
Through conceptual reframing and the substitution of expressions, this mechanism
prevents conflicts from developing into destructive confrontations and offers a ra-
tional alternative to pre-Islamic prejudices. By employing this strategy, the Qur’an
transforms critical situations—including responses to wrongdoing, the articulation of
legal rulings, and the management of conflict with opponents—from arenas of con-
frontation and exclusion into opportunities for reform, the restoration of relationships,
and the cultivation of internal moral commitment. Beyond its function as a literary
device, this discursive model constitutes a preventive framework for managing human
relationships. By preserving the dignity of the addressee, it enables reform to proceed
without the disintegration of social bonds. Ultimately, this strategic function renders
euphemistic expression a practical model for the contemporary world—one capable
of serving as an ethical mediator in managing communicative crises, restraining ver-
bal violence, and establishing the foundations of solidarity and constructive dialogue.

Keywords: Euphemistic expression; Refined speech; Qur’anic rhetoric; Religious
language; Social action; Tension management
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