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Abstract

The continuity and advancement of societies require both the strengthening of social
solidarity and the removal of the obstacles that undermine it. Social solidarity is widely
regarded as a key element in preserving the structure of society and achieving sustain-
able development. Various factors may contribute to its formation and consolidation.
Language, ethnicity, nationality, the presence of a common enemy, social participation,
justice, and shared values and norms are among the phenomena identified in the social
sciences as foundations of solidarity. This study seeks to provide a more comprehensive
understanding of the subject by examining the factors that strengthen social solidarity
and the barriers that hinder it from the perspective of the Qur’an and Sunnah. Adopting a
qualitative approach, the study employs thematic analysis to present a systematic account
of the Qur’anic and Prophetic perspectives on social solidarity. The findings indicate that,
according to religious teachings, social solidarity constitutes a divine covenant within
the social order (core theme) and is influenced by factors that either reinforce or weaken
it (main themes). From the perspective of the Qur’an and Sunnah, shared faith, unity
and adherence to religious teachings, faith-based social sentiments, the strengthening of
intergenerational bonds, emphasis on common beliefs, convergence based on a shared
system of values and norms, the promotion of justice, and the establishment of a unified
legal framework constitute the principal foundations of social solidarity (strengthening
subthemes). Conversely, religious discord, the intensification of social divisions and in-
ternal conflicts, and excessive nationalism constitute serious barriers to the realization
of social solidarity (weakening subthemes). The study concludes that social solidarity is
indispensable to the stability, continuity, and dynamism of society. Accordingly, both the
reinforcement of the factors that foster solidarity and the mitigation of the barriers that
undermine it require serious attention from members of the public, actors who shape the
broader culture of society, and governing institutions.
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| Extended Abstract |

Factors Promoting and Hindering Social Cohesion from the
Perspective of the Qur’an and Sunnah: A Thematic Analysis

Ismail Cheraghi Koutiani

Research Objective:

The continuity, dynamism, and advancement of every society depend on strengthen-
ing social solidarity and eliminating the barriers that undermine it. Social solidarity is
widely recognized as a key factor in preserving the structure of society and achieving
sustainable development. Although the social sciences identify factors such as lan-
guage, ethnicity, nationality, and confrontation with a common enemy as foundations
of solidarity, Islam adopts a deeper perspective on this phenomenon that extends be-
yond merely material components. Accordingly, the primary objective of this study
is to provide a more comprehensive, profound, and authentic understanding of this
fundamental phenomenon by examining the factors that foster social solidarity and
the barriers that impede it from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an and Sunnabh. It fur-
ther seeks to articulate a desirable model of solidarity grounded in religious teachings.

Research Methodology:

This qualitative study employs a descriptive-analytical approach. Documentary and
library-based methods were used to collect data, with particular emphasis on founda-
tional Islamic sources, including Qur’anic verses and hadiths. Thematic analysis was
then employed to analyze the data and extract the relevant concepts. This method ena-
bled the textual data to be coded, categorized, and organized into a thematic network,
thereby providing a comprehensive and structured representation of the Qur’anic and
Prophetic perspectives on social solidarity.

Findings:

The results of the thematic analysis indicate that, from the perspective of religious
teachings, social solidarity is not merely a human convention; rather, it constitutes “a
divine covenant embodied in the social order” (core theme). Accordingly, the extract-
ed themes were classified into two general categories:

1. Strengthening factors (positive subthemes): The principal foundations of social
solidarity in Islam include shared faith, unity and adherence to religious teachings,
faith-based social sentiments, the strengthening of intergenerational bonds, emphasis
on shared beliefs, convergence based on a common system of values and norms, the
promotion of justice, and the existence of a unified legal framework.

2. Barriers and weakening factors (negative subthemes): Conversely, religious
disputes, the intensification of divisions and internal conflicts, and exaggerated na-
tionalism or extreme nationalist tendencies were identified as serious obstacles to the
realization of social solidarity.

The findings further indicate that the effective and sustainable realization of this desir-
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able model depends on the existence of just governmental structures. On the basis of
overarching jurisprudential principles, such as the necessity of preserving the social
order and the prohibition against assisting in sin, just governance and a unified legal
system constitute essential religious and practical foundations for implementing the
themes that promote solidarity. In the absence of the rule of law, society becomes
vulnerable to disorder, and the conditions necessary for the realization of values such
as cooperation and brotherhood are undermined.

Conclusion:

Social solidarity, as a collective asset and an essential prerequisite for sustainable
development, constitutes an undeniable necessity for societies. Its realization requires
intelligent and systematic management through the reinforcement of solidarity-build-
ing factors and the planned mitigation of the barriers that weaken it. This strategic
responsibility rests on all components of society, including governing authorities,
cultural actors, and individual members of the public. To transform solidarity from a
slogan into a lived social reality, policymakers must formulate programs informed by
cultural and social considerations. Educational institutions and the media also play an
indispensable role in presenting appropriate models, constructing effective narratives,
and shaping public opinion. Finally, given the strategic significance of this subject,
future research should focus on developing operational models for institutionalizing
social solidarity in such areas as national interactions, the management of disputes
among Islamic countries, and transnational cultural policymaking, thereby further ad-
vancing both the theoretical and practical dimensions of the concept.

Keywords: Solidarity; Social solidarity; Social cohesion; Unity; Convergence
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