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Abstract
According to Qur’anic verses and historical accounts, all prophets began their missions by
calling people to monotheism and rejecting every form of idolatry. This monotheistic call
had an inherently social dimension and directly opposed the dominant creed—the ideolog-
ical foundation of the ruling order—thereby challenging the legitimacy of the prevailing
systems of government. Consequently, the rulers and elites of the prophets’ societies re-
sponded to the call to monotheism with hostility. This study seeks to identify and analyze
the strategies employed by opponents of social monotheism (Tawhid) and the methods
adopted by the prophets to confront them, with particular emphasis on the Qur’an. The sig-
nificance of the study lies in the fact that contemporary hegemonic systems employ similar
strategies to distance people from servitude to God and subject them to their own domina-
tion. Effective resistance to such systems therefore requires a comprehensive understanding
of these strategies. Employing a library-based method and an exploratory approach, the
study finds that the opponents of social monotheism (Tawhid) commonly employed such
strategies as exploiting misguided popular sentiments and cultural deprivation, claiming
lordship, humiliating people to suppress protest, enlisting deviant religious scholars, pro-
moting monopolistic practices and social stratification, obstructing rational thought, issuing
threats, making accusations, and resorting to violence. In response, the prophets consis-
tently emphasized rational reflection and the reform of people’s perceptions, confronted
social systems founded on polytheism and arrogance, affirmed human equality, and sought
to establish monotheistic societies by institutionalizing divine values within social struc-
tures. Through these measures, they upheld the fundamental principles and requirements
of monotheism as a comprehensive theory of social governance. These prophetic methods
may be rearticulated and operationalized as Qur’anic strategies for liberating contemporary

societies from exploitation and domination within a world governed by Pharaonic systems.
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| Extended Abstract |

Strategies Employed by the Opponents of Social Tawhid and Pro-
phetic Methods of Countering Them: A Qur’an-Based Study'

Mohammad Arab Salehi 1, Farideh Pishvaee

Research Objective:

According to the social interpretation of monotheism (Tawhid), accepting a human
law that is not derived from religion in opposition to God’s command and law effec-
tively amounts to ascribing a partner to God in the sphere of legislation. Likewise,
when a person formulates a self-made ruling for others and obliges them to obey it,
that person effectively claims a share in divine authority. A significant point is that,
throughout history, the social and structurally transformative character of monothe-
ism provoked the hostility of tyrants, the wealthy, and the arrogant toward the divine
prophets. The proclamation of monotheism directly challenged the creed devised by
the possessors of wealth and power to preserve their dominance. Oppressive rulers
have consistently sought, in one form or another, to portray themselves as sacred fig-
ures and as partners with God in matters of divinity and lordship, thereby compelling
people to obey and serve them. Accordingly, this study aims to explain the strategies
adopted by the opponents of social monotheism (Tawhid) in response to the prophets’
call for societies to renounce obedience to every object of worship and every author-
ity other than the One God. It also seeks to elucidate, on the basis of the Qur’anic
accounts of the prophets, the methods employed by the divine messengers to counter
these strategies.

Research Methodology:

This qualitative study employs a library-based method of data collection and a de-
scriptive-exploratory approach to analysis. The research is grounded in the principles
of Qur’anic interpretation and draws on the explicit semantic indications of Qur’an-
ic verses, whose authority is established through the rational practice of reasonable
people. It also employs rational inference and engages with the most recent relevant
scholarly sources. Furthermore, the discussions presented in the article are practically
oriented and address the circumstances and challenges of contemporary societies.

Findings:

The findings indicate that the opponents of social monotheism commonly employed
such strategies as exploiting people’s misguided emotions and cultural deprivation,
claiming lordship, humiliating the population to suppress protest, employing devi-
ant scholars, promoting monopolistic practices and social stratification, obstructing
rational thought, issuing threats, making accusations, and resorting to violent con-
frontation. In applying these findings to contemporary conditions, the study refers to
the emergence of new and pseudo-mystical sects, the spread of Satanism, and deviant

1. This article was financially supported by the Iran National Science Foundation (INSF) and is based on the findings of Project No. 4033441.
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forms of spirituality that reject religious law. It argues that such movements are sup-
ported by lobbying networks associated with hegemonic powers and seek to manip-
ulate and divert humanity’s innate inclination toward God and spirituality, thereby
bringing contemporary individuals into a state of blind obedience. From this per-
spective, race and racism likewise constitute fabricated notions employed to establish
claims of superiority and advance the profit-seeking interests of the capitalist system.
The study further identifies certain religious institutions in dependent Arab countries,
including Wahhabism and al-Azhar, as well as affiliated churches and clerics in West-
ern countries that promote what it characterizes as “American Islam,” as contemporary
manifestations of deviant religious authorities opposed to monotheism (Tawhid). Simi-
larly, the imposition of severe economic sanctions and the subjection of people’s liveli-
hoods to political pressure; the domination of the United Nations Security Council and
other international institutions by a small number of hegemonic powers; the weakening
of national economies by global capitalist forces; the erosion of the identity and civi-
lization of nations; unilateralism; the imposition of war; and the expansion of control
over strategically sensitive regions are presented as manifestations of the intensified
monopolism and exploitation practiced by contemporary opponents of social monothe-
ism. Cognitive warfare, the distortion of realities, and the substitution of falsehood for
truth are likewise identified as central media strategies of global imperialism within the
framework of hybrid warfare. Whereas the opponents of monotheism exploit popular
ignorance and superstition, the discourse of the divine prophets is characterized by ra-
tional argumentation and repeated calls to reflection, discernment, and insight.

A common prophetic strategy was to make people aware that they had no need to
submit to any creature of God, since such creatures, like themselves, possessed no
independent power to confer benefit or inflict harm, even upon themselves. By reject-
ing polytheism and affirming the oneness of God, the prophets sought to purify the
collective consciousness of society from intellectual deviations and reconstruct it on
the basis of monotheism.

The prophets also prepared the ground for the realization of social monotheism
(Tawhid) by confronting social systems founded on polytheism, oppression, and ar-
rogance.

Conclusion:

The study argues that the historical practices of Pharaohs and Nimrods in plundering
the resources of nations are reproduced in the contemporary world through modern
economic and political mechanisms, particularly in the policies of the United States
of America and the Zionist regime. Accordingly, rereading the strategies employed
by the opponents of monotheism and developing an accurate understanding of the
Qur’anic methods of confronting them are of vital importance to policymakers. These
methods can provide a model for realizing social monotheism (Tawhid) in contempo-
rary societies and may be reformulated and operationalized as Qur’anic strategies for
liberation from exploitation by systems of domination in the modern world.

Keywords: Social monotheism; Opponents; Strategy; Prophets; Qur’an
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