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@ﬁi.}l_ P:  Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah), with the aim of reforming and
completing practical reason, can only be realized within the context of social life. It is for
this reason that Mulla Sadra, as a social philosopher, regards addressing the historical and
social conditions of his time as a philosopher’s duty. He devoted considerable attention
to this matter in Risalat Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah and Risalat-i Seh Asl (The Treatise on
Three Principles). The analysis of idols and their relationship to social ignorance (Jahili-
yyah) and the critical condition of society constitutes one of the central themes of Mulla
Sadra’s social philosophy; yet, it has received comparatively little scholarly attention
to date. Mulla Sadra’s critique of the social and political conditions of his time focuses,
in fact, on a misunderstanding of religion in the form of an anesthetizing interpretation
whose consequences could produce harmful effects in the future. He considers such inter-
pretations of religion to result in the production of “a concoction of the magic of poison,
deception, and sorcery, and an antidote laden with deadly poison.” The injection of such
an opiate into society induces social drowsiness and plunges a large portion of society
into widespread ignorance and general unconsciousness. In Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah,
Mulla Sadra presents an account of the social and political conditions of his time, consti-
tuting a kind of pathology of social phenomena and a critique of the reference groups that
had emerged within society, and, where appropriate, cites and adduces divine verses as
evidence. Risalat-i Seh Asl is likewise a treatise on social self-knowledge and social-po-
litical ethics, in which these subjects are explained on the basis of the three principles
presented in the treatise. Given Mulla Sadra’s use of divine verses and the significance
of this issue, the present article employs thematic analysis to examine the social and
political crisis of society and analyze Mulla Sadra’s Qur’anic citations. The findings,
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with regard to the characteristics of his time, reveal the overarching themes of “uncon-
sciousness and general ignorance, instrumental religiosity, the absence of leadership, and
behavioral distortion.” The breaking of these idols by a social philosopher such as Mulla
Sadra indicates a way out of this social predicament, identified through the overarching
themes of “knowledge and self-purification, adherence to the Shari‘ah, commitment to
leadership, and acting upon the Qur’an.”

Keywords: Mulla Sadra; Risaleh-i Seh Asl; Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah; Qur’an; Social
crisis; Jahiliyyah
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2 . the idol of theater.
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1. Stirling.

2. Basci Theme.

3. Organizing Theme.
4. Global Theme.

5. Web-Like Maps.
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| Extended Abstract |

Mulla Sadra’s Qur’anic Citations in Critiquing Social
and Political Crises and Exploring Pathways for Overcoming
Them: A Study Based on Kasr al-Asnam al-Jahiliyyah
and Risalah-yi Seh Asl

Zahra Abyar , Davoud Saemi

Research Objective

Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah), with the aim of reforming and
completing practical reason, can only be realized within the context of social life. For
this reason, Mulla Sadra, as a social philosopher, regards addressing the historical
and social conditions of his time as a philosopher’s duty, and he devoted attention to
this matter in Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah and Risaleh-i Seh Asl (The Treatise on Three
Principles). Following the establishment of Shiism as the official religion during the
Safavid era, the emergence of degenerate currents within Sufism and the monopolistic
tendencies of official jurists and state-affiliated Sufis led to the marginalization of God-
ly scholars. Within this historical context, Mulla Sadra, adopting a critical approach
distinct from that of his contemporaries, such as Mir Damad, undertook a critical
examination of the crisis-ridden condition of society. He regarded a superficial, rigid,
and irrational understanding of religion as antithetical to the truth of the Shari‘ah and
as a factor in reproducing social Jahiliyyah, leading to widespread sedation and social
drowsiness. The main objective of this study is to investigate and identify the social
and political crises of Mulla Sadra’s time and the ways of overcoming them, with a
focus on the critique of social idols (human idols) and the identification of his Qur’an-
ic citations and evidentiary references in the two aforementioned works, in order to
reveal the structural patterns underlying this critique and social reform.

Research Method

The present study was conducted within a qualitative framework using thematic anal-
ysis based on Attride-Stirling’s thematic network model. The analytical corpus con-
sisted of two key works by Sadr al-Mutaallihin, namely Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah
and Risaleh-i Seh Asl. The analysis was carried out in five main stages. In the first
stage, the complete texts of the two works were carefully studied and divided into
units of meaning. In the second stage, the initial codes (basic themes) were extracted.
In the third stage, through continuous refinement and review, the basic themes were
categorized according to their common features, and organizing themes were formed.
In the fourth stage, global themes representing the overarching principles governing
the texts as a whole were abstracted. Finally, in the fifth stage, the thematic network
was constructed and the final report was prepared. To assess the validity of the study,
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expert opinions from scholars in the fields of philosophy and social sciences (peer
review) were employed. The reliability of the findings was also confirmed through
repeated returns to the texts and the review of the codes by supervising scholars.

Findings

The thematic analysis of the textual data extracted from Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah
and Risaleh-i Seh Asl led to the identification of two distinct yet overlapping the-
matic networks entitled “Dimensions of the Social and Political Crisis of the Time
(Characteristics of the Era)” and “Structural Strategies for Overcoming the Crisis.” In
the first section, devoted to an examination of the crisis-ridden condition of society,
four global themes were identified. The first global theme, “general unconsciousness
and ignorance,” indicates epistemic blockage and the masses’ immersion in social
drowsiness. The second global theme, “instrumental religiosity,” denotes the reduc-
tion of the Shari'ah to outward rituals and the instrumental use of religion to justify
power relations. The third global theme, “the absence of authentic leadership,” refers
to the emergence of substitute reference groups in the fields of jurisprudence and
state-affiliated Sufism, as well as the influence of corruptors in the lands (“al-Tabassut
f1 al-Bilad”). Finally, the fourth global theme, “behavioral distortion,” explains the
transformation of the value system and society’s blind emulation of false claimants
to religious devotion. In criticizing these characteristics of the crisis, Mulla Sadra,
through references to verses warning against wrongdoing and condemning ignorance,
portrays the epistemic foundations of these afflictions.

The second section of the findings, concerned with explaining strategies for overcom-
ing social and political deadlocks, identified four overarching themes that provide
pathways for overcoming the crisis. The first global theme, “knowledge and self-pu-
rification,” is regarded by Mulla Sadra as the foundation of awakening and individual
and social agency. The second global theme, “authentic adherence to the Shari‘ah,”
emphasizes moving beyond juristic formalism toward the integration of rationality,
ethics, and the inner dimension of the Shari‘ah. The third global theme, “commitment
to leadership,” reveals the necessity of redefining the criteria of social authority and
consciously turning to genuine guides. Finally, the fourth global theme, “acting upon
the Qur’an,” is introduced as a practical strategy for realizing social justice and as the
axis for breaking human idols (social idols).

An analysis of the structural relationships among these themes demonstrates that Mul-
la Sadra conceptualizes the process of “breaking the idols of Jahiliyyah” not merely as
an abstract phenomenon but as a socio-political dynamic. According to the extracted
model, an “anesthetizing interpretation of religion,” as a contextual variable, creates a
setting in which “general ignorance” and “instrumental religiosity”” mutually reinforce
one another and legitimize the reproduction of the power of “false claimants.” In con-
trast, through his Qur’anic citations, Mulla Sadra initiates the process of overcoming
the crisis through the epistemic reconstruction of the individual (self-knowledge) and
connects it to the broader level of social structures (acting upon the Qur’an and genu-
ine commitment to leadership), thereby bringing about social awakening.
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Conclusion

The findings of the study demonstrate that Mulla Sadra, as a philosopher and revo-
lutionary social reformer, attributes the crises of his era to the domination of “idols,”
namely, human idols and false reference groups that reproduce oppression and igno-
rance in the name of religion. The term “kasr” (breaking) in the title of his work signi-
fies the necessity of a profound epistemic and social transformation, approaching the
level of a social revolution, to shatter these structures of hypocrisy and dissimulation.
Mulla Sadra’s ultimate solution for overcoming this historical drowsiness is the reviv-
al of self-knowledge, the creation of social awareness and awakening, the redefinition
of the characteristics of true mystics and scholars in contrast to claimants to power,
and a return to the authentic Shari‘ah based on acting upon the Qur’an. Through his
Qur’anic citations, he demonstrates that overcoming modern Jahiliyyah and moving
toward a virtuous society can only be achieved through the integration of rationality,
spirituality, and social justice.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra; Risaleh-i Seh Asl; Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah; Thematic
analysis; Social crisis; Social Jahiliyyah; Qur’anic Citations
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