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Abstract

Elucidating the model of faithful social life and the mechanisms for realizing collective
life is rooted in revealed teachings. Despite the extensive presentation of the components
of an ideal society in the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, the relationship
between these two sources in elucidating the social characteristics of a desirable society
still requires systematic and comparative analysis. Accordingly, the present study seeks to
answer the following questions: What are the social characteristics of a desirable society
from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya? How does the
Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya translate Qur’anic social concepts from the level of overarching
norms into the realm of moral education and social action? The research data, drawn from
the verses of the Holy Qur’an and the social passages of the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, were
examined using a descriptive-analytical method. The relevant semantic units pertaining
to the research problem were then extracted and organized through conceptual categori-
zation. Finally, to elucidate the relationship between the two texts, the resulting catego-
ries were analyzed using a comparative approach at both the conceptual and functional
levels. The findings demonstrate that the Holy Qur’an establishes the overarching frame-
work of a desirable society on the foundations of monotheism, justice, human dignity,
responsibility, social solidarity, and mutual commitment, while the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya
transforms these principles, through educational and supplicatory language, into a mech-
anism for internalizing and reproducing social ethics. Accordingly, components such as
social cooperation, consultation, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong,
concern for meeting the needs of others, fulfillment of covenants, and preservation of
social unity are not only characteristics of a desirable society but also elements of an
educational model for realizing an Islamic society. The conclusion is that the relationship
between the Qur’an and the Sahifah in the domain of society-building is one of “estab-
lishing norms” and “educating for the realization of norms.”
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| Extended Abstract |

A Comparative Study of the Social Indicators of an Ideal So-
ciety from the Perspective of the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah
al-Sajjadiyyah
Asghar Tahmasebi Boldaji

Research Objective

In Islamic thought, the desirable society is not merely a political structure or legal
system; rather, it constitutes a comprehensive model of human life in which faith, eth-
ics, justice, rationality, and social responsibility are organized in interaction with one
another. The Holy Qur’an explains the fundamental principles and norms of such a
society, while the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, as a valuable legacy of Imam al-Sajjad, elab-
orates upon these principles through supplication, spiritual cultivation, and the reform
of human relations. The main objective of the present study is to identify the social
characteristics of the desirable society in the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadi-
yya and to elucidate the relationship between these two sources. The study also seeks
to clarify how the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya translates Qur’anic social concepts from the
level of overarching principles and norms into the realm of moral education and social
action.

Research Method

This descriptive-analytical study employs thematic analysis of religious texts and
comparative analysis. The research data were collected through a library-based meth-
od by examining the verses of the Holy Qur’an and the social passages of the Sahifah
al-Sajjadiyya. First, the semantic units related to the desirable society, social relations,
mutual responsibility, justice, cooperation, consultation, unity, and social reform were
extracted. The data were then organized through initial coding, and similar themes
were grouped into conceptual categories. Finally, the resulting categories were com-
pared at both the conceptual and functional levels in order to identify areas of overlap,
differences in emphasis, and the complementary role of the Holy Qur’an and the Sahi-
fah al-Sajjadiyya in Islamic society-building.

Findings

The findings demonstrate that the Holy Qur’an establishes the overarching framework
of the desirable society on the foundations of monotheism, justice, human dignity,
responsibility, cooperation, social solidarity, and mutual commitment. Within this
framework, the desirable society is one in which relationships and interactions move
away from domination, discrimination, selfishness, and social fragmentation and are
grounded in faith, justice, and respect for human rights. One of the most important
characteristics of the desirable society is consultation and the use of collective wis-
dom. In the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, consultation is not merely a
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practical method of decision-making; rather, it signifies respect for human dignity,
acceptance of collective responsibility, and avoidance of self-opinionatedness. This
component rationalizes the process of social decision-making and increases the possi-
bility of individuals’ responsible participation in managing public affairs.

Another characteristic is enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong. Within
the Qur’anic framework, this principle constitutes a mechanism for safeguarding the
moral health of society and preventing deviations from becoming normalized. By
emphasizing inner reform, purity of intention, goodwill, and respect for others, the
Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya elevates this social duty from the level of external supervision
to the realm of moral cultivation. Therefore, social reform will be sustainable only
when accompanied by self-monitoring, sincerity, and responsibility.

Fulfillment of covenants is also regarded as one of the essential foundations of the
desirable society. The Holy Qur’an establishes covenants and agreements as bind-
ing foundations for creating trust and regulating social relations, while the Sahifah
al-Sajjadiyya, by strengthening the sense of commitment toward God and His serv-
ants, highlights the internal and educational dimension of this principle. Faithfulness
to commitments forms the foundation of social trust and prevents instability, suspi-
cion, and the breakdown of human relationships.

Another finding of the study concerns the importance of cooperation and concern for
meeting the needs of others. In the desirable Islamic society, individuals are not indif-
ferent to one another’s circumstances. Helping those in need, observing social rights,
supporting the disadvantaged, and striving to address public problems are manifesta-
tions of social responsibility and the brotherhood of faith. By offering supplications
for various groups within society and emphasizing goodwill, forgiveness, and service,
the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya transforms these values into enduring dispositions within
the personality of the believer.

Unity and avoidance of division are also overarching characteristics upon which the
realization of the other components of the desirable society depends. Without social
cohesion, consultation may turn into unhealthy competition, moral oversight into con-
flict, and justice into an ineffective slogan. Therefore, division is not merely a behav-
ioral problem; rather, it is a factor that disrupts the cohesion of society and weakens
public trust. The Holy Qur’an emphasizes the preservation of social cohesion, while
the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, by cultivating the spirit of brotherhood, forgiveness, and
empathy, provides the emotional and ethical foundations of unity.

Another important finding concerns the difference in the functional roles of the Holy
Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya. The Holy Qur’an primarily establishes princi-
ples, defines values, and delineates the normative structure of the desirable society,
whereas the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya pursues these same principles through the cultiva-
tion of conscience, purification of intention, self-refinement, and regulation of social
conduct. In other words, the Holy Qur’an explains what the desirable society should
be, while the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya teaches how people should be cultivated to realize
such a society.
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Conclusion

From the perspective of the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, the desira-
ble society is a value-based, education-oriented, and responsible society in which the
spiritual growth of the individual and the stability of social order are realized recipro-
cally. Characteristics such as consultation, enjoining what is right and forbidding what
is wrong, fulfillment of covenants, cooperation, meeting the needs of others, unity, and
avoidance of division are not separate elements; rather, they constitute an intercon-
nected set for realizing faithful social life. The overall findings of the study demon-
strate that the relationship between the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya in
the domain of society-building is one of “establishing norms” and “educating for the
realization of norms.” The Holy Qur’an provides the foundations and principles of the
desirable society, while the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, by internalizing these principles,
provides the conditions for their transformation into social dispositions and actions.
Accordingly, the realization of an Islamic society is not possible merely through the
establishment of external structures; rather, it requires people who have internalized
justice, fidelity, goodwill, participation, and unity within their personalities.

Keywords: Desirable society; Holy Qur’an; Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya; Imam al-Sajjad;
Social characteristics; Islamic society-building; Social ethics; Religious education
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