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Abstract

In representing social groups, the Holy Qur’an does not merely describe their beliefs and
actions; rather, through linguistic and narrative strategies, it also constructs their social
identities. Among the prominent groups represented in this manner are the disbelievers,
who are characterized in various verses by denial of the truth, disputation, mockery, ar-
rogance, and influence over others. The present study seeks to analyze the representation
of the social identity of the disbelievers in the Holy Qur’an based on Goffman’s theory
of “dramaturgical analysis.” Within this framework, concepts such as role performance,
impression management, self-presentation, the social stage, and the discrepancy between
appearance and reality serve as the basis for analysis. The study employs a descriptive-an-
alytical method, with data selected from verses in which the disbelievers are depicted in
dialogical, behavioral, and confrontational situations involving prophets, believers, or
other audiences. The findings demonstrate that the Qur’an does not represent the disbe-
lievers merely as deniers of the truth; rather, it portrays them as social actors who seek to
maintain their position on the social stage by performing specific roles, managing audi-
ence perceptions, concealing the truth, and displaying power and superiority. In addition
to explaining the behavior of the disbelievers, this representation also serves a normative
function by highlighting the boundary between faith-based and unbelieving identities.
Accordingly, Goffman’s dramaturgical theory can provide an effective framework for
understanding the social and communicative dimensions of the Qur’anic representation
of the disbelievers.
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1. Dramaturgical Analysis.
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| Extended Abstract |

Applying Goffman’s Dramaturgical Theory to the Representa-
tion of the Social Identity of Disbelievers in the Holy Qur’an

Farooqh Nemati

Research Objective

In representing social groups, the Holy Qur’an does not merely describe their beliefs
and actions; rather, through linguistic and narrative $trategies, it also constructs their
social identities. Among the prominent groups represented in this manner are the dis-
believers, who are characterized in various verses by denial of the truth, disputation,
mockery, arrogance, and influence over others. The present study seeks to analyze the
representation of the social identity of the disbelievers in the Holy Qur’an based on
Goffman’s theory of “dramaturgical analysis.” Within this framework, concepts such
as role performance, impression management, self-presentation, the social stage, and
the discrepancy between appearance and reality serve as the basis for analysis.

Research Method

In the Qur’an, disbelief is not merely represented as an internal or negative posi-
tion; rather, in many instances, it takes the form of a type of social role-playing and
management of the interactional stage. This reciprocal action corresponds closely to
the theory of “dramaturgical analysis” developed by Erving Goffman (1922-1982), a
prominent sociologist of the Chicago School, according to which individuals seek to
control the information presented to audiences through a clear distinction between the
“front stage” and the “back stage” (Goffman, 2015, p. 48). In light of Goffman’s theo-
ry of “dramaturgical analysis,” society is viewed as a stage, while actors are perform-
ers within this theatrical setting. Accordingly, this article applies Goffman’s dram-
aturgical analysis theory to the depiction of the social actions of the disbelievers in
the Holy Qur’an. The research employs a descriptive-analytical method, and the data
were selected from verses in which the disbelievers are depicted in dialogical, behav-
ioral, and confrontational situations involving prophets, believers, or other audiences.

Findings

The findings demonstrate that the Qur’an does not represent the disbelievers merely
as deniers of the truth; rather, it portrays them as social actors who seek to maintain
their position on the social stage by performing specific roles, managing audience
perceptions, concealing the truth, and displaying power and superiority. In addition to
explaining the behavior of the disbelievers, this representation also serves a normative
function by highlighting the boundary between faith-based and unbelieving identities.
The present study demonstrates that, in representing the social character of the disbe-
lievers, the Holy Qur’an presents a dynamic, interactive, and multilayered portrayal.
Within this portrayal, the disbelievers are social actors who employ various drama-
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turgical and verbal strategies to preserve their status, control public opinion, and con-
front the truth. However, by exposing the backstage of these performances, revelation
causes their performances to collapse and reveals the reality of their social character.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that, by revealing the discrepancy between the outward ap-
pearance and inner reality of the disbelievers, the Qur’an exposes their dramatur-
gical mechanisms. In this context, revelation can be understood as a kind of mac-
ro-observer—an observer beyond ordinary audiences—that both reports the manifest
stage of the disbelievers’ speech and behavior and reveals the hidden layers, motives,
intentions, and backstage of their actions. Whereas human audiences are generally
confronted only with the actors’ external performances, revelation, by exposing their
inner reality and the actual consequences of their behavior, removes the disbeliev-
ers’ control over the stage of performance. Thus, what outwardly appears as rational
speech, a claim of benevolence, a defense of tradition, or a display of social power is
revealed through revelation as deception, arrogance, conscious denial, worldly pur-
suit, or the pursuit of superiority. Accordingly, Goffman’s dramaturgical theory can
provide an effective framework for understanding the social and communicative di-
mensions of the representation of the disbelievers in the Holy Qur’an.
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