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The Basics of Citizenship Rights in the Perspective of Contemporary
Qur’anic Researchers with Emphasis on the Views of Ayatollah
Mesbah Yazdi

Fatemeh Zaker' > ; Seyed Isa Mostarhami’''> ; Ali Ghazanfari®

1. Seminary Level 4, Comparative Tafsir, Kowsar Seminary, Tehran, Iran, (Corresponding Author), f.zaker2015@gmail.com
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Quran and Science, Higher Education Complex of Quran and Hadith, Al-Mustafa Interna-
tional University, Qom, Iran, dr.mostarhami@chmail.ir
3. Associate Professor, Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Quranic Sciences, Tehran University of Holy Quran
Sciences and Education, Tehran, Iran, ghazanfari@quran.ac.ir

Abstract
“Citizenship rights” are a set of regulations and laws that are considered equal for citizens of a state in terms of civil,
political, social, cultural and judicial rights, and the citizens, in return, are obligated to provide responsible support to
their political community (the state). The essence of research into the issue of citizenship rights lies in its theoretical
foundations, and if we neglect to understand these foundations, we may make mistakes in analyzing the rules related
to it as well. As is the case today, the difference in the philosophical position and the concept and purpose of man
and human life, as well as the contradiction in the cultural and social values that govern Qur’anic thinking and ma-
terialistic thinking, have led to the emergence of disagreements when confronting the concept of citizenship rights.
In this regard, talking about the concept of citizenship and the foundations of rights arising from it in the Qur’an and
Sunnah is of particular importance. By studying the Qur’an, and examining the conduct and words of the infallibles
and religious leaders, it is quite evident that the observance of citizenship and human rights in Islam is regardless to
ethnicity, tribe, or religion, and it has been strongly recommended and emphasized, so much so that one of the most
important topics in Islamic literature and among the verses and narrations is the issue of citizenship rights. As for the
foundations of “citizen rights,” their dimensions and angles, many discussions have taken place among thinkers in
various fields of knowledge in recent decades, and many and varied discussions have been entered into by supporters
and opponents of them. The Qur’anic researchers are among the intellectual groups whose opinions have always
been important in cultural and social issues, including citizenship rights. Knowing their point of view, especially
researchers who have a social and problem-oriented approach, including Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi, on the subject of
“Basics of Citizenship Rights” is very important, and rather necessary. This research aims to answer the question:
What are the basics of citizenship rights according to the principles derived from the Holy Qur’an and the instructions
of the religious leaders?
The current research, in terms of background, is innovative, and neither main aspect nor subordinate aspects ad-
dressed in this research have not received sufficient attention in previous research or have not been researched at all.
In fact, the researches in the field of “citizenship rights” often focuses on instances and their areas, or they have not
been done from the point of view of Qur’anic researchers. As for the results of this research, which was conducted
using the descriptive-analytical methode and investigating Qur’anic verses and their interpretations, it is that the
basics of citizenship rights from the perspective of the Qur’an can be studied in three axes: ontological foundations,
anthropological foundations, and epistemological foundations.
KEYWORDS: The Holy Qur’an, Citizenship Rights, Qur’anic Scholars, Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi.
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| Extended Abstract |

The Basics of Citizenship Rights in the Perspective of
Contemporary Qur’anic Researchers with Emphasis on the
Views of Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi

Fatemeh Zaker ; Seyed Isa Mostarhami ; Ali Ghazanfari

“Citizenship rights” is a set of regulations and laws that are considered equally in
various aspects of civil, political, social, cultural and judicial rights for the citizens
of a country, who, in turn, are obliged to provide responsible assistance to their po-
litical community (the state). The essence of the research on the issue of “citizen-
ship rights” lies in its theoretical foundations, and if we neglect to understand these
foundations, we may make mistakes in analyzing the rules related to it. As today, the
difference in philosophical attitudes and the concept and purpose of man and human
life and the contradictory cultural and social values that govern Quranic thinking
and materialistic thinking have caused differences to emerge in the confrontation of
religious thought and materialistic thought with the concept of “citizenship rights”.
In this regard, the Holy Qur’an has a series of principles on which it has established
its citizenship laws.

Research Objective

This research aims to examine the views of Quranic scholars, especially Ayatollah
Misbah Yazdi, on the issue of understanding the foundations of citizenship rights
from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an by collecting library data and using the
method of deductive reasoning analysis. In fact, many discussions have taken place
in recent decades among thinkers in various fields of knowledge regarding the di-
mensions and angles of “citizenship rights,” and many different proponents and
opponents have entered into discussions about it. However, one group of thinkers
whose views on cultural and social issues, including citizenship rights, have always
been important is the Quranic scholars who have addressed Quranic issues and have
presented analyses in this regard.

Understanding their viewpoints, especially those of scholars who have a social and
problem-oriented approach, including Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi, on the subject of
“fundamentals of citizenship rights,” is of great importance and is a scientific neces-
sity due to its fundamental, principled, and path-breaking position in this research.

Research Background

As in terms of background, the present research is innovative, since the main and
secondary aspects of this study have not been given sufficient and adequate attention
in previous researches. In fact, research in the field of “civil rights” often focuses on
its examples and scope, and the rest has not been approached from the perspective
of Quranic scholars.
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Research Findings

The findings of this reaserch are as follows:

a)According to the divine worldview based on divine creation, ownership, resource-
fulness, etc., the creator of man and his owner and resourceful has an unparalleled
role in determining the scope and examples of his rights and duties. The citizen is
a creature of God and must pay attention to his commands and prohibitions and his
guidance for a better life in this world and the hereafter.

b) In examining citizenship rights, the spiritual and moral aspect of man must also
be considered and used as a basis in determining the scope of citizenship rights, and
the requirements for the happiness and prosperity of this aspect of human existence
should be considered in the examples of citizenship rights, otherwise it will cause the
wasting and trampling of an important part of human existence.

¢) God created man with free will for a noble purpose, and granted him the right
to choose. As a result, in choosing his citizenship demands, man must seek those
citizenship rights that do not conflict with the philosophy of his free will creation,
which is for the purpose of being tested and achieving happiness in this world and
the hereafter, otherwise, the divine purpose has been violated and the basis of man’s
choice has been misinterpreted or abused.

d) In determining the examples and scope of citizenship rights, the tendencies of
human nature must be taken into account and used as a basis. Citizenship rights that
conflict with human nature are as if they have risen up against the system of crea-
tion, and it goes without saying that in such a situation, all elements of the system of
creation, as a completely coordinated and interconnected set, will rise up to confront
and fight such rights, and there is no other way but for their decline and destruction.
The results of this research indicate that the scope, dimensions, and examples of
citizenship rights based on the foundations of ontology, anthropology, and Quranic
and religious epistemology are completely different from the scope, dimensions, and
examples of citizenship rights based on Western materialistic foundations.

KEYWORDS: The Holy Qur’an, Citizenship Rights, Quranic Scholars, Ayatollah
Mesbah Yazdi.
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An Analytical Study on the Lady Fatima’s Quotations from the Social
Verses of the Qur’an in the Fadakiyyah Sermon

Asghar Tahmasebi Baldaji'

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Literature, Shahr-e-Kurd University,

Shahr-e-Kurd, Iran, tahmasebiasghar@yahoo.com

Abstract
The Sermon of Fadakiyyah is one of the most important socio-political sermons delivered by Fatima Al-Zahra (AS)
_'E after the decease of the Prophet (PBUH), warning against the diseases that afflict the body of the Islamic society. The
most important feature of the Fadakiyyah Sermon is that it shows the social deviations after the Prophet (PBUH) by
quoting verses from the Holy Qur’an. This research conducted an analytical study on the Lady Fatima’s quotations
from the social verses of the Holy Qur’an in the Fadakiyyah Sermon, using the descriptive-analytical method and li-
brary sources. Fatima (AS) explained these deviations by quoting verses of the Holy Qur’an from two aspects, nega-
tive and positive. As for the negative aspect, she presented to people examples of the deviations of the Islamic society
through quotations from the verses of the Qur’an. On the positive aspect, she refered to the desired characteristics of
the faith community, and explained its examples through quotations from the verses of the Qur’an so that people can
take them as role models. The most important results of this article can be listed as follows: Fatimah (AS) deals with
the social issues of the Islamic society by quoting verses of the Qur’an from four aspects.
In the first aspect, she points out the truth of social monotheism and explains the truth of Islam and warns people
against calling for superficial Islam by mere words without action. In this regard, by quoting verses of the Qur’an, she
points out that the reason for the deviation of some individuals and their disobedience to the Qur’an and the Sunnah
of the Prophet is their failure to fully submit to God and to observe the right of divine piety. In the second aspect,
she deals with the social harms that occurred after the Prophet’s demise and warns people against them. In fact, by
drawing a thematic similarity between the deviations after and before his demise, she makes people perceptibly and
objectively familiar with the harms that occurred so that they can confront those deviations. In the third aspect, she
sets a model by refering to the Prophet’s struggles and the importance of his mission in building an Islamic society
and fighting polytheism and idolatry. By partially and variedly quoting these verses of the Qur’an, she expresses the
Prophet’s mission of building a society and purifying it from harm and deviations. In the fourth aspect, she refers
to the characteristics of the exaltation and prosperity of society and expresses their importance and purpose for the
health and prosperity of society. Among the social issues of the Qur’an that she expresses are : the philosophy of Zakat
in purifying the souls and property of believers and removing poverty from society, justice and peace in society, the
importance of Jihad in defending Islam and the honor of Muslims, enjoining good for the benefit of society, as well
as preserving self-esteem and respecting the personality and reputation of believers.
KEYWORDS: Social verses, Lady Fatima (AS), Fadakiyyah Sermon, Islamic Society
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| Extended Abstract |

An Analytical Study on the Lady Fatima’s Quotations from the
Social Verses of the Qur’an in the Fadakiyyah Sermon

Asghar Tahmasbi Baldaji

Research Objective

The purpose of this research is to study the quotations of Lady Fatima Al-Zahra (AS)
from the Social Verses of the Quran, in such a way that the quotations related to the
social verses are extracted and, while typifying them, it is explained and analyzed
interpretively. In other words, it is not just referring to a certain quotation, but in
addition to referring to it, the reason for the quotation is also analyzed and examined
so that the reader can see this important point that even the smallest quotation in this
holy sermon is based on reason, logic, and the extensive knowledge of the utterer of
the sermon. On the other hand, the approach of these quotations is analyzed, which
is the pathology of the Islamic society with a focus on the deviations that occurred
after the demise of the Prophet (PBUH); As the teleology of Quranic quotations in
explaining the characteristics of a righteous and divine society is another important
goal of this research, which can be used to try to establish a faith-based society.

Research Method

This research has analyzed and examined the quotations of Lady Fatima (AS) from
the social verses of the Quran using a descriptive-analytical method of the library
type with an emphasis on the Fadakiyyah sermon. Lady Fatima has dealt with these
deviations by quoting verses from the Qur’an with two negative and positive ap-
proaches. In the negative approach, she states examples of deviations in the Islamic
society and explains examples of these deviations to people by quoting verses from
the Qur’an. In the positive approach, she points out the characteristics of a desirable
faith-based society and explains its examples by quoting verses from the Qur’an so
that people can follow it.

Research Findings

In the Fadakiyah sermon, Lady Fatimah, with numerous quotes from the Qur’an,
emphasized the most important verses related to the Islamic society, addressed the
reform of values and the fight against social deviations in four approaches. In the
first approach, she explained social monotheism, meaning that believers must sub-
mit to God in all circumstances. In the approach of confronting social deviations, she
has referred to the deviations that occurred after the Prophet’s decease and warned
people against these deviations. In the third approach, by presenting faith models in
society after the Prophet’s decease, she made people aware of the Prophet’s struggles
and the need to follow his example. She also reminded them of the position of his
household in the order and cohesion of society. And in the fourth approach, she ex-
pressed the characteristics of a desirable faith society in various dimensions.
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Conclusion

Lady Fatimah addresses the social issues of the Islamic society by quoting verses
from the Qur’an in several aspects. In the first aspect, she points to the truth of social
monotheism and explains the truth of Islam, and forbids people from the superficial
religiosity that is only verbal, and in this regard, she points out that true Islam man-
ifests itself in all individual and social dimensions of the believers. In the second
aspect, Lady Fatima deals with confronting the social harms that occurred after the
Prophet’s demise and warns people against them. In fact, Lady Fatima, by making
thematic similarities between the deviations after and before his demise, makes peo-
ple perceptibly and objectively familiar with the harms that occurred so that they can
confront those deviations.

Fitnah and apostasy in Islamic society and breaking the covenant of Islamic stand-
ards are among the harms that she refers to. In the third aspect, Fatima (AS) refers
to the model strategy. In this regard, she refers to the Prophet’s struggles and the
importance of his mission in building an Islamic society and fighting polytheism and
idolatry.

By partially and variedly quoting these verses of the Quran, she expresses the
Prophet’s mission of building a society and purifying it from harm and deviations.
By mentioning this, she draws the people’s attention to the Prophet’s character, which
is emphasized in the Qur’an. At last but not least, she refers to the characteristics of
the exaltation and prosperity of society and expresses their importance and purpose
for the health and prosperity of society. Fatima Al-Zahra (AS) quotes the most im-
portant social topics of the Qur’an in this regard and also expresses them in her own
words, in a concise manner.

KEYWORDS: Social Verses, Lady Fatima, Fadakiyyah Sermon, Islamic Society.
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Abstract
This article examines cognitive methods and their impact on formation and change of individuals’ attitudes from the per-
spective of Qur’anic teachings, focusing on the views of Imam Khamenei the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution.
This study analyzes Qur’anic principles and concepts related to cognition, such as thinking and reasoning, and how they
are used to cultivate positive and constructive attitudes in Islamic society. Imam Khamenei not only shaped his social and
political attitudes with inspiration from the Qur’an, but he was also able to influence people’s attitudes and use the Qur’an as
arich source for intellectual and practical guidance of individuals. Therefore, this article, in order to introduce the scientific
and Qur’anic personality of the Supreme Leader, uses library resources and a descriptive-analytical method to examine the
cognitive strategies effective in changing attitudes.
The findings of this study show that there are strategies for forming and changing attitudes that can be divided into
three categories according to the three components of attitude : cognitive, behavioral, and emotional strategies. These
strategies also correspond to the three areas of learning, namely cognitive, emotional, and psychomotor in the psy-
chology of learning.
Psychological analysis of the Supreme Leader’s Qur’anic thoughts shows that there are numerous cognitive strategies for
creating or changing attitudes. These strategies are divided into several main categories: 1. Methods based on thinking
and reasoning, such as calling for thinking and reasoning, paying attention to important matters, creating cognitive dis-
sonance, and cognitive justification for the outcome of each task; 2. Methods based on reasoning and proof, such as logi-
cal reasoning and proof, argument by Sabr and Tagsim (examination), argument by Nafy and Ithbat (negation and proof),
analogy and personification, and simile; 3. Citing the Qur’an and Sunnah which are in harmony with human nature, as
well as being stable, permanent, unchangeable, comprehensive to all aspects of human life, trustworthy and highly re-
spected by believers, so they can be help people to reform their opinions; 4. A method based on modeling successful and
popular people, which motivates the individual to move towards self-improvement and develop more positive attitudes;
5. A method based on learning from lessons. According to this method fear of repeating others’ mistakes is one of the
strong motivations for changing attitudes. For example, instructive stories from past peoples show the individual what
factors, including what attitudes, caused their downfall and destruction; 6. Storytelling-based method. Stories, especial-
ly for children and adolescents, are a very effective tool for teaching moral and religious concepts because, along with
the effects of modeling and learning lessons, they also have many emotional and sentimental aspects. In general, these
findings show that the Supreme Leader’s Qur’anic thoughts emphasize the importance of using diverse cognitive meth-
ods to form and change attitudes. These methods, by focusing on thinking, reasoning, modeling, and learning lessons,
can be effectively used to create positive attitudes and change undesirable attitudes.
KEYWORDS: Attitude Change, Attitude Stabilization, Negative Attitude, Positive Attitude, Imam Khamenei.
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