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Baqer Hesami Azizi '

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: bhesami@pnu.ac.ir

Abstract

This study examines self-belief as a fundamental component in the formation of a balanced
personality and the comprehensive development of the human being. The Holy Qur’an pres-
ents the human being as endowed with intrinsic dignity, free will, and God-given capacities
and as capable of pursuing the path of perfection and advancement through faith, trust in
God, and awareness of his or her inner potential. Within this framework, self-belief is not
merely a psychological trait; rather, it is a reality grounded in a monotheistic worldview that
guides individual and social conduct, particularly in the economic sphere. The study aims to
elucidate the status of self-belief in the development of the Islamic individual, with particular
emphasis on its economic dimension, from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method, the research draws on Qur’anic verses, authoritative exegetical
works, and contemporary scholarly sources. The findings indicate that Qur’anic self-belief—
grounded in faith in God, recognition of human dignity, awareness of divine vicegerency, and
confidence in God-given abilities—contributes to the formation of an active, responsible, and
industrious personality. Rather than embracing passivity and dependence, such an individual
engages in work and production and makes proper use of available talents and resources. From
a Qur’anic perspective, self-belief is inseparably connected with trust in God. While remain-
ing conscious of personal limitations, the believer draws upon God-given capacities in pursuit
of legitimate goals. In the economic sphere, Qur’anic self-belief produces several significant
effects: it strengthens commitment to productive work and discourages passive dependence;
safeguards human dignity and prevents economic humiliation; reinforces social responsibili-
ty through charitable giving, cooperation, and participation; and redirects economic conduct
from narrow self-interest toward justice, poverty alleviation, and the reduction of inequality.
Self-belief therefore not only motivates effective economic activity but also strengthens the
ethical and social foundations of economic life. Accordingly, Qur’anic self-belief offers a
model of the “Islamic economic agent”—an individual who combines self-confidence and
independence with economic conduct governed by servitude to God, justice, and service to
society. The development of the Muslim individual is realized through the interrelationship of
faith, dignity, endeavor, and responsibility. Within the Qur’anic framework, self-belief con-
stitutes both an educational and a civilizational principle that guides human beings toward
perfection and a faith-centered way of life.

Keywords: Self-belief; Holy Qur’an; Economic development; Muslim individual
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| Extended Abstract |

Self-Belief and the Development of the Muslim Individual, with
Emphasis on the Economic Dimension: A Qur’anic Perspective

Baqer Hesami Azizi

Research Objective:

Self-belief constitutes one of the fundamental components of human development in the
individual, social, and economic spheres. From a Qur’anic perspective, the human being
is endowed with dignity, responsibility, free will, and God-given capacities for growth
and perfection. Within this framework, self-belief is not merely a psychological or indi-
vidual concept; rather, it is rooted in a monotheistic worldview and a divinely grounded
understanding of the human person. This study aims to elucidate the status of self-belief
in the development of the Islamic individual, with particular emphasis on its economic
dimension, from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an. It seeks to demonstrate how belief
in intrinsic human dignity, divine vicegerency, faith, trust in God, and responsibility
toward God and society provides the foundation for the formation of an active, industri-
ous, responsible, and independent individual in the economic sphere.

The central research question is how Qur’anic self-belief can serve as a basis for rede-
fining the economic individual within an Islamic framework and what role it plays in
promoting the balanced development of both the individual and society. Accordingly,
the study seeks to derive from Qur’anic teachings a model for the development of the
Islamic individual in which economic flourishing is understood in relation to faith,
ethics, justice, and self-respect.

Research Methodology:

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method and adopts an exegetical-conceptu-
al approach. Its primary data were drawn from verses of the Holy Qur’an, authoritative
exegetical works, and contemporary studies in the fields of Qur’anic anthropology and
Islamic economics. In the first stage, verses related to such concepts as human dignity, di-
vine vicegerency, free will, endeavor and effort, trust in God, social responsibility, charita-
ble giving, cooperation, and economic justice were identified and extracted. These verses
were subsequently examined through conceptual and intra-textual analysis to clarify the
relationship between self-belief and the development of the Islamic individual.

Rather than approaching self-belief from a purely psychological or individualistic
perspective, the study situates it within a broader semantic network encompassing the
interrelationships among faith, responsibility, work, production, and social justice.
The research method was therefore designed to identify both the direct implications
of the relevant verses and their broader conceptual and educational requirements in
the spheres of economic activity and social conduct.

Findings:

The findings indicate that Qur’anic self-belief rests on three fundamental foundations:
faith in God, recognition of human dignity, and confidence in God-given abilities. From a
Qur’anic perspective, the human being is not a passive and dependent creature but God’s
vicegerent on earth, endowed with the capacity for development, production, and reform.
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This understanding encourages the believer, rather than surrendering to poverty, weak-
ness, fear, or dependence, to draw upon inner and God-given capacities and pursue the
path of growth and advancement. In the Qur’anic framework, self-belief does not signify
pride, arrogance, or absolute self-sufficiency; rather, it denotes a conscious confidence in
the abilities and responsibilities with which God has endowed the human being.

Another significant finding is that Qur’anic self-belief does not conflict with trust
in God or human effort; rather, these concepts are mutually reinforcing. Within the
Qur’anic framework, a self-believing individual regards work and endeavor as divine
responsibilities and rejects passivity, dependence, and inactive expectation. Such an
individual understands work as an act of worship, production as a responsibility, and
economic advancement as part of the human obligation arising from divine vicegeren-
cy. Consequently, the economic dimension of the Islamic individual is not confined to
the acquisition of income but encompasses an ethical and social orientation through-
out the processes of production and distribution.

The findings further demonstrate that Qur’anic self-belief strengthens social responsi-
bility. Teachings concerning charitable giving, cooperation, benevolence, and the re-
jection of economic oppression indicate that, in the Qur’an, individual development is
inseparable from collective development. A self-believing individual does not pursue
personal advancement alone but also assumes responsibility for the welfare of others
and contributes to poverty alleviation, the reduction of inequality, and the realization
of economic justice. From this perspective, Qur’anic self-belief provides the founda-
tion for the formation of a dynamic, independent, and justice-oriented society. The
study also demonstrates that this form of self-belief can liberate the Islamic ummah
from intellectual and cultural dependence on non-divine models and restore economic
dignity and self-respect at both individual and collective levels.

Conclusion:

The findings demonstrate that self-belief in the Holy Qur’an is a profound and multi-
dimensional concept directly associated with the development of the Islamic individ-
ual. In the economic sphere, it plays a central role in shaping productive, responsible,
and justice-oriented conduct. Unlike materialistic models, the Islamic economic in-
dividual does not seek merely to maximize personal benefit. Rather, guided by faith,
dignity, and responsibility, such an individual directs work and effort toward serving
society and realizing justice. Qur’anic self-belief thus transforms the human being
into an active, creative, independent, and committed individual who both recognizes
personal abilities and remains accountable before God and society.

The study ultimately concludes that the development of the Islamic individual would
remain incomplete and unsustainable without self-belief, since self-belief constitutes
a necessary condition for the flourishing of human capacities, the strengthening of
initiative, and the realization of economic justice. Reinforcing Qur’anic teachings
concerning human dignity, divine vicegerency, trust in God, effort, and social respon-
sibility can therefore contribute to the formation of a generation capable of advancing
progress, justice, and Islamic civilization at both individual and social levels. With-
in this framework, Qur’anic self-belief is not merely an individual virtue but also a
foundation for reconstructing the culture of work, production, entrepreneurship, and
economic independence in Islamic society.

Keywords: Self-belief, Holy Qur’an; Economic development; Muslim individual
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Abstract
This study examines Qur’anic strategies for strengthening social resilience in the face
of the enemy’s cognitive warfare. Its central research question concerns which patterns
derived from the text of the Holy Qur’an can provide a foundation for reinforcing social
stability and cohesion under the complex conditions of the contemporary world, in which
adversaries employ media tools and psychological operations to influence the percep-
tions, beliefs, and behavior of Islamic societies. The significance of the study lies in the
fact that cognitive warfare, unlike conventional warfare, targets the collective mind and
identity. Countering such warfare therefore requires profound and sustainable strategies
grounded in authentic religious sources. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the
study examines Qur’anic verses related to such concepts as resistance, patience, insight,
awareness, unity, and social cohesion. It first clarifies the key concepts associated with
social resilience and cognitive warfare and then classifies and analyzes selected verses in
accordance with these conceptual categories. To enhance the accuracy and validity of the
analysis, the study draws on authoritative Shi‘i and Sunni exegetical sources, including
al-Mizan, Tasnim, F1 Zilal al-Qur’an, and Majma“ al-Bayan, as well as other relevant
exegetical works and scholarly studies. This approach ensures that the interpretation of
the selected verses is based on a systematic and in-depth understanding of the Qur’anic
text. The findings indicate that the Holy Qur’an presents an integrated and multilayered
set of strategies for confronting cognitive threats. These strategies not only strengthen
individuals against psychological and propagandistic pressures but also contribute to
the formation of a resilient, informed, and cohesive society. The findings classify these
strategies into four principal levels: psychological-affective, cognitive, behavioral, and
institutional-social. At the psychological-affective level, the Qur’an reinforces individu-
als’ inner stability by emphasizing patience, trust in God, hope in divine assistance, and
tranquility of the heart, thereby increasing their resistance to anxiety and the enemy’s
negative insinuations. At the cognitive level, the Qur’an emphasizes insight, reflection,
contemplation of the divine signs, and the rejection of blind imitation. These principles
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enhance individuals’ capacity for discernment and reduce their vulnerability to distortion,
misinformation, and doubt. At the behavioral level, the Qur’an presents practical models
of resistance, jihad, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong, thereby en-
couraging active and responsible participation in society. At the institutional-social level,
it emphasizes unity, solidarity, adherence to religious authority, and the avoidance of
division. These elements play a fundamental role in preserving social cohesion and neu-
tralizing the enemy’s divisive strategies. Overall, the proposed model demonstrates that
social resilience in Qur’anic thought is not merely an individual or temporary response,
but a dynamic, integrated, and multilevel system encompassing the various dimensions of
human existence and social organization. By linking faith, awareness, action, and social
institutions, this system provides a comprehensive foundation for preserving the identity,
cohesion, and stability of the Islamic ummah in the face of cognitive warfare. It may
therefore serve as a strategic framework for cultural and social policymaking in Islamic
societies.

Keywords: Social resilience; Cognitive warfare; Qur’anic strategy; Holy Qur’an; Social
Stability
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| Extended Abstract |

Qur’anic Strategies for Strengthening Social Resilience against
Enemy Cognitive Warfare

Seyyed Masoum Hosseini , Fatemeh Hedayati

Research Objective:

This study aims to explain and analyze Qur’anic strategies for fostering social re-
silience in the face of the enemy’s cognitive warfare. In the contemporary world,
warfare is no longer confined to the military sphere; a substantial dimension of con-
flict unfolds within the domains of cognition, perception, belief, and social behavior.
Accordingly, examining the capacities of the Holy Qur’an to promote intellectual,
psychological, and institutional stability in Islamic society constitutes both a scholarly
and practical necessity. This study therefore seeks to demonstrate how the Qur’an can
provide a comprehensive model for strengthening social cohesion, enhancing collec-
tive insight, and countering cognitive operations.

Research Methodology:

This study adopts a qualitative approach and employs a descriptive-analytical meth-
od. The primary data were drawn from verses of the Holy Qur’an and authoritative
Shi‘i and Sunni exegetical sources, particularly al-Mizan, Tasnim, Majma“ al-Bayan,
and Tafsir-i Nemiineh, and other relevant commentaries. Key concepts—including
social resilience, cognitive warfare, insight, patience, trust in God, contemplation,
unity, consultation, enjoining what is right, and the jihad of clarification—were first
examined conceptually and then organized into a four-level analytical model. This
model explains the psychological-affective, cognitive-perceptual, behavioral, and in-
stitutional-civilizational dimensions of resilience in light of Qur’anic teachings.

Findings:

The findings indicate that, in addressing cognitive warfare, the Holy Qur’an does not
merely present a collection of disparate ethical recommendations; rather, it offers a co-
herent and multilayered system of strategies for building social resilience. At the psy-
chological-affective level, teachings such as patience, trust in God, and remembrance
of God help alleviate anxiety, strengthen hope, and preserve collective tranquility. At
the cognitive-perceptual level, concepts such as insight, contemplation, discernment,
and verification enhance society’s ability to distinguish truth from falsehood and pre-
vent the uncritical acceptance of rumors and distorted narratives. At the behavioral
level, teachings such as enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong, restraint
in speech, social solidarity, and the avoidance of division orient collective conduct to-
ward informed and purposeful resistance. At the institutional-civilizational level, the
Qur’an emphasizes justice, consultation, the pursuit of knowledge, sound governance,
and the jihad of clarification, thereby transforming social resilience into a sustainable
and structurally embedded mechanism.
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Conclusion:

The findings demonstrate that, from a Qur’anic perspective, social resilience is not
merely an immediate or temporary response to crisis, but a continuous, rational, and
faith-based system for preserving the identity, cohesion, and stability of the Islamic
ummah. By integrating the psychological, cognitive, behavioral, and institutional di-
mensions, this system strengthens society against the enemy’s cognitive warfare and
enhances its capacity for reconstruction and advancement under conditions of threat.
The Holy Qur’an may therefore be understood as presenting a comprehensive and
practical model for confronting soft and cognitive threats—one that can also inform
cultural, educational, and media policymaking.

Keywords: Social resilience; Cognitive warfare; Qur’anic strategy; Holy Qur’an; So-
cial stability
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Strategies Employed by the Opponents of Social Tawhid and Pro-
phetic Methods of Countering Them: A Qur’an-Based Study"

Mohammad Arab Salehi ', Farideh Pishvaee 2

1. Professor, Department of the Logic of Understanding Religion, Islamic Research Institute for Culture and Thought,
Tehran, Iran. Email: Arabsalehi@iict.ac.ir
2. Level 4 Seminary in Comparative Qur’anic Exegesis, Masoumiech Women’s Institute of Higher Seminary
Education, Qom, Iran. (Corresponding Author) Email: f.pishvaece@dte.ir

Abstract
According to Qur’anic verses and historical accounts, all prophets began their missions by
calling people to monotheism and rejecting every form of idolatry. This monotheistic call
had an inherently social dimension and directly opposed the dominant creed—the ideolog-
ical foundation of the ruling order—thereby challenging the legitimacy of the prevailing
systems of government. Consequently, the rulers and elites of the prophets’ societies re-
sponded to the call to monotheism with hostility. This study seeks to identify and analyze
the strategies employed by opponents of social monotheism (Tawhid) and the methods
adopted by the prophets to confront them, with particular emphasis on the Qur’an. The sig-
nificance of the study lies in the fact that contemporary hegemonic systems employ similar
strategies to distance people from servitude to God and subject them to their own domina-
tion. Effective resistance to such systems therefore requires a comprehensive understanding
of these strategies. Employing a library-based method and an exploratory approach, the
study finds that the opponents of social monotheism (Tawhid) commonly employed such
strategies as exploiting misguided popular sentiments and cultural deprivation, claiming
lordship, humiliating people to suppress protest, enlisting deviant religious scholars, pro-
moting monopolistic practices and social stratification, obstructing rational thought, issuing
threats, making accusations, and resorting to violence. In response, the prophets consis-
tently emphasized rational reflection and the reform of people’s perceptions, confronted
social systems founded on polytheism and arrogance, affirmed human equality, and sought
to establish monotheistic societies by institutionalizing divine values within social struc-
tures. Through these measures, they upheld the fundamental principles and requirements
of monotheism as a comprehensive theory of social governance. These prophetic methods
may be rearticulated and operationalized as Qur’anic strategies for liberating contemporary

societies from exploitation and domination within a world governed by Pharaonic systems.
Keywords: Social monotheism; Opponents; Strategy; Prophets; Qur’an
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| Extended Abstract |

Strategies Employed by the Opponents of Social Tawhid and Pro-
phetic Methods of Countering Them: A Qur’an-Based Study'

Mohammad Arab Salehi 1, Farideh Pishvaee

Research Objective:

According to the social interpretation of monotheism (Tawhid), accepting a human
law that is not derived from religion in opposition to God’s command and law effec-
tively amounts to ascribing a partner to God in the sphere of legislation. Likewise,
when a person formulates a self-made ruling for others and obliges them to obey it,
that person effectively claims a share in divine authority. A significant point is that,
throughout history, the social and structurally transformative character of monothe-
ism provoked the hostility of tyrants, the wealthy, and the arrogant toward the divine
prophets. The proclamation of monotheism directly challenged the creed devised by
the possessors of wealth and power to preserve their dominance. Oppressive rulers
have consistently sought, in one form or another, to portray themselves as sacred fig-
ures and as partners with God in matters of divinity and lordship, thereby compelling
people to obey and serve them. Accordingly, this study aims to explain the strategies
adopted by the opponents of social monotheism (Tawhid) in response to the prophets’
call for societies to renounce obedience to every object of worship and every author-
ity other than the One God. It also seeks to elucidate, on the basis of the Qur’anic
accounts of the prophets, the methods employed by the divine messengers to counter
these strategies.

Research Methodology:

This qualitative study employs a library-based method of data collection and a de-
scriptive-exploratory approach to analysis. The research is grounded in the principles
of Qur’anic interpretation and draws on the explicit semantic indications of Qur’an-
ic verses, whose authority is established through the rational practice of reasonable
people. It also employs rational inference and engages with the most recent relevant
scholarly sources. Furthermore, the discussions presented in the article are practically
oriented and address the circumstances and challenges of contemporary societies.

Findings:

The findings indicate that the opponents of social monotheism commonly employed
such strategies as exploiting people’s misguided emotions and cultural deprivation,
claiming lordship, humiliating the population to suppress protest, employing devi-
ant scholars, promoting monopolistic practices and social stratification, obstructing
rational thought, issuing threats, making accusations, and resorting to violent con-
frontation. In applying these findings to contemporary conditions, the study refers to
the emergence of new and pseudo-mystical sects, the spread of Satanism, and deviant

1. This article was financially supported by the Iran National Science Foundation (INSF) and is based on the findings of Project No. 4033441.
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forms of spirituality that reject religious law. It argues that such movements are sup-
ported by lobbying networks associated with hegemonic powers and seek to manip-
ulate and divert humanity’s innate inclination toward God and spirituality, thereby
bringing contemporary individuals into a state of blind obedience. From this per-
spective, race and racism likewise constitute fabricated notions employed to establish
claims of superiority and advance the profit-seeking interests of the capitalist system.
The study further identifies certain religious institutions in dependent Arab countries,
including Wahhabism and al-Azhar, as well as affiliated churches and clerics in West-
ern countries that promote what it characterizes as “American Islam,” as contemporary
manifestations of deviant religious authorities opposed to monotheism (Tawhid). Simi-
larly, the imposition of severe economic sanctions and the subjection of people’s liveli-
hoods to political pressure; the domination of the United Nations Security Council and
other international institutions by a small number of hegemonic powers; the weakening
of national economies by global capitalist forces; the erosion of the identity and civi-
lization of nations; unilateralism; the imposition of war; and the expansion of control
over strategically sensitive regions are presented as manifestations of the intensified
monopolism and exploitation practiced by contemporary opponents of social monothe-
ism. Cognitive warfare, the distortion of realities, and the substitution of falsehood for
truth are likewise identified as central media strategies of global imperialism within the
framework of hybrid warfare. Whereas the opponents of monotheism exploit popular
ignorance and superstition, the discourse of the divine prophets is characterized by ra-
tional argumentation and repeated calls to reflection, discernment, and insight.

A common prophetic strategy was to make people aware that they had no need to
submit to any creature of God, since such creatures, like themselves, possessed no
independent power to confer benefit or inflict harm, even upon themselves. By reject-
ing polytheism and affirming the oneness of God, the prophets sought to purify the
collective consciousness of society from intellectual deviations and reconstruct it on
the basis of monotheism.

The prophets also prepared the ground for the realization of social monotheism
(Tawhid) by confronting social systems founded on polytheism, oppression, and ar-
rogance.

Conclusion:

The study argues that the historical practices of Pharaohs and Nimrods in plundering
the resources of nations are reproduced in the contemporary world through modern
economic and political mechanisms, particularly in the policies of the United States
of America and the Zionist regime. Accordingly, rereading the strategies employed
by the opponents of monotheism and developing an accurate understanding of the
Qur’anic methods of confronting them are of vital importance to policymakers. These
methods can provide a model for realizing social monotheism (Tawhid) in contempo-
rary societies and may be reformulated and operationalized as Qur’anic strategies for
liberation from exploitation by systems of domination in the modern world.

Keywords: Social monotheism; Opponents; Strategy; Prophets; Qur’an
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The Status of Truthfulness in the Qur’an and Practical Wis-
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Abstract

Whether human beings are social by nature or by necessity, they are inherently social
beings, and the advancement of social life depends on factors that establish and sustain
social order and cohesion. Among these factors is the extent to which truthfulness gov-
erns social relations. Truthfulness is a disposition of the soul that manifests as honesty in
speech and integrity in conduct. It originates in the soundness of belief, and other moral
virtues arise from this inner disposition. For this reason, scholars of ethics have described
truthfulness as “the noblest of the qualities of the soul and the foremost of virtuous moral
traits.” This study addresses the following questions: What status does truthfulness oc-
cupy in the Qur’an and practical wisdom, and how does it contribute to the advancement
of society? The study employs a library-based method of data collection and adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach to the examination of the collected material. The findings
indicate that truthfulness and veracity are among the most important means of fostering
social trust and play a fundamental role in establishing and maintaining social order and
cohesion. Truthfulness is also regarded as essential to the survival of society and the
legitimacy of rulers. Security, as another defining feature of an advanced society, is like-
wise considered a consequence of individuals’ adherence to truthfulness in its various
dimensions. The study further argues that truthfulness in belief, understood as the corre-
spondence of one’s conception with objective reality, provides the foundation for a prop-
er understanding of progress and sustainable development. It prevents the rights of future
generations from being disregarded, protects the environment from harm, and contributes
to felicity in the Hereafter. An advanced society is realized through the manifestation of
justice in its various spheres; such justice, however, cannot be achieved without cultivat-
ing the moral virtues that arise from the disposition of truthfulness.

Keywords: Qur’an; Practical wisdom; Truthfulness; Social advancement; Society; Jus-
tice; Security; Sustainable development; Social trust
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| Extended Abstract |

The Status of Truthfulness in the Qur’an and Practical Wisdom
and Its Role in the Advancement of Society

Ali Nikouei

Research Objective:

This study aims to elucidate the status of truthfulness in the Holy Qur’an and practical
wisdom and to examine its role in the advancement of society. Its central question is
how truthfulness, as a disposition of the soul, can provide the necessary foundations
for social order and cohesion, public trust, sustainable security, widespread justice,
and balanced progress and development. Through a conceptual and exemplificatory
analysis of truthfulness in Qur’anic verses and the views of exegetes—particularly
‘Allamah Tabataba’1 in Tafsir al-Mizan, the article seeks to clarify the relationship
between this moral virtue and the defining characteristics of an advanced society.
Adopting a philosophical-ethical approach, it further demonstrates how adherence
to truthfulness in belief, speech, and conduct can contribute to the realization of the
Islamic ideal society. The study also seeks to address the existing research gap con-
cerning the direct impact of truthfulness on social advancement.

Research Methodology:

This library-based study adopts a descriptive-analytical method. The required data
were collected through systematic note-taking from primary exegetical sources, in-
cluding al-Mizan, Majma“ al-Bayan, al-Tibyan, etc; major ethical works, including
Jami‘ al-Sa‘adat, Mi‘raj al-Sa‘adah, Thya’ ‘Ultim al-Din, etc.; and relevant scholarly
articles. The collected data were subsequently examined through qualitative and ar-
gumentative analysis.

Findings:

The findings indicate that, in the Qur’an and hadith literature, truthfulness encompass-
es several levels, including truthfulness in belief, speech, intention, resolve, fulfill-
ment of resolve, action, and spiritual stations. Exegetes such as ‘Allamah Tabataba'1
emphasize the intrinsic relationship between truthfulness and the four cardinal virtues
of temperance, courage, wisdom, and justice, regarding truthfulness as the foundation
of all moral virtues. From the Qur’anic perspective, truthfulness in belief, manifested
in sincere faith; in speech, manifested in truthful expression; and in conduct, manifest-
ed in upright action, constitutes a principal factor in fostering social trust, cohesion,
and order.

The cultivation of truthfulness also promotes psychological, financial, judicial, and
economic security at both individual and societal levels and lays the foundation for
sustainable development and the material and spiritual advancement of societies. An-
other significant finding is that an advanced society cannot be realized without the
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establishment of justice, which itself is rooted in truthfulness. Justice, in turn, cannot
be fully achieved unless the disposition of truthfulness is institutionalized among all
members of society. Truthfulness may therefore be regarded as the foundation of mor-
al virtue, security, justice, trust, and development in Islamic society.

Conclusion:

The findings of this study confirm that truthfulness is not merely an individual mor-
al virtue but also a fundamental foundation for the advancement and sustainability
of religious societies. The realization of the defining characteristics of an advanced
society—including justice, security, social trust, and sustainable development—re-
quires practical adherence to truthfulness in all its dimensions. Institutionalizing this
virtue within Islamic society is therefore an indispensable prerequisite for attaining
the Qur’anic ideal society and establishing a universal government founded on justice.

Keywords: Qur’an; Practical wisdom; Truthfulness; Social advancement; Society;
Justice; Security; Sustainable development; Social trust


https://arq.quran.ac.ir


Research Article

@ Quran and Social Sciences LS otine: s060-sess

University of Holy Quran
Sciences and Education

Factors Promoting and Hindering Social Cohesion from the
Perspective of the Qur’an and Sunnah: A Thematic Analysis

Ismail Cheraghi Koutiani '

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research Institute, Qom, Iran.
Email: cheraghi@iki.ac.ir

Abstract

The continuity and advancement of societies require both the strengthening of social
solidarity and the removal of the obstacles that undermine it. Social solidarity is widely
regarded as a key element in preserving the structure of society and achieving sustain-
able development. Various factors may contribute to its formation and consolidation.
Language, ethnicity, nationality, the presence of a common enemy, social participation,
justice, and shared values and norms are among the phenomena identified in the social
sciences as foundations of solidarity. This study seeks to provide a more comprehensive
understanding of the subject by examining the factors that strengthen social solidarity
and the barriers that hinder it from the perspective of the Qur’an and Sunnah. Adopting a
qualitative approach, the study employs thematic analysis to present a systematic account
of the Qur’anic and Prophetic perspectives on social solidarity. The findings indicate that,
according to religious teachings, social solidarity constitutes a divine covenant within
the social order (core theme) and is influenced by factors that either reinforce or weaken
it (main themes). From the perspective of the Qur’an and Sunnah, shared faith, unity
and adherence to religious teachings, faith-based social sentiments, the strengthening of
intergenerational bonds, emphasis on common beliefs, convergence based on a shared
system of values and norms, the promotion of justice, and the establishment of a unified
legal framework constitute the principal foundations of social solidarity (strengthening
subthemes). Conversely, religious discord, the intensification of social divisions and in-
ternal conflicts, and excessive nationalism constitute serious barriers to the realization
of social solidarity (weakening subthemes). The study concludes that social solidarity is
indispensable to the stability, continuity, and dynamism of society. Accordingly, both the
reinforcement of the factors that foster solidarity and the mitigation of the barriers that
undermine it require serious attention from members of the public, actors who shape the
broader culture of society, and governing institutions.

Keywords: Solidarity; Social solidarity; Social cohesion; Unity; Convergence
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| Extended Abstract |

Factors Promoting and Hindering Social Cohesion from the
Perspective of the Qur’an and Sunnah: A Thematic Analysis

Ismail Cheraghi Koutiani

Research Objective:

The continuity, dynamism, and advancement of every society depend on strengthen-
ing social solidarity and eliminating the barriers that undermine it. Social solidarity is
widely recognized as a key factor in preserving the structure of society and achieving
sustainable development. Although the social sciences identify factors such as lan-
guage, ethnicity, nationality, and confrontation with a common enemy as foundations
of solidarity, Islam adopts a deeper perspective on this phenomenon that extends be-
yond merely material components. Accordingly, the primary objective of this study
is to provide a more comprehensive, profound, and authentic understanding of this
fundamental phenomenon by examining the factors that foster social solidarity and
the barriers that impede it from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an and Sunnabh. It fur-
ther seeks to articulate a desirable model of solidarity grounded in religious teachings.

Research Methodology:

This qualitative study employs a descriptive-analytical approach. Documentary and
library-based methods were used to collect data, with particular emphasis on founda-
tional Islamic sources, including Qur’anic verses and hadiths. Thematic analysis was
then employed to analyze the data and extract the relevant concepts. This method ena-
bled the textual data to be coded, categorized, and organized into a thematic network,
thereby providing a comprehensive and structured representation of the Qur’anic and
Prophetic perspectives on social solidarity.

Findings:

The results of the thematic analysis indicate that, from the perspective of religious
teachings, social solidarity is not merely a human convention; rather, it constitutes “a
divine covenant embodied in the social order” (core theme). Accordingly, the extract-
ed themes were classified into two general categories:

1. Strengthening factors (positive subthemes): The principal foundations of social
solidarity in Islam include shared faith, unity and adherence to religious teachings,
faith-based social sentiments, the strengthening of intergenerational bonds, emphasis
on shared beliefs, convergence based on a common system of values and norms, the
promotion of justice, and the existence of a unified legal framework.

2. Barriers and weakening factors (negative subthemes): Conversely, religious
disputes, the intensification of divisions and internal conflicts, and exaggerated na-
tionalism or extreme nationalist tendencies were identified as serious obstacles to the
realization of social solidarity.

The findings further indicate that the effective and sustainable realization of this desir-
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able model depends on the existence of just governmental structures. On the basis of
overarching jurisprudential principles, such as the necessity of preserving the social
order and the prohibition against assisting in sin, just governance and a unified legal
system constitute essential religious and practical foundations for implementing the
themes that promote solidarity. In the absence of the rule of law, society becomes
vulnerable to disorder, and the conditions necessary for the realization of values such
as cooperation and brotherhood are undermined.

Conclusion:

Social solidarity, as a collective asset and an essential prerequisite for sustainable
development, constitutes an undeniable necessity for societies. Its realization requires
intelligent and systematic management through the reinforcement of solidarity-build-
ing factors and the planned mitigation of the barriers that weaken it. This strategic
responsibility rests on all components of society, including governing authorities,
cultural actors, and individual members of the public. To transform solidarity from a
slogan into a lived social reality, policymakers must formulate programs informed by
cultural and social considerations. Educational institutions and the media also play an
indispensable role in presenting appropriate models, constructing effective narratives,
and shaping public opinion. Finally, given the strategic significance of this subject,
future research should focus on developing operational models for institutionalizing
social solidarity in such areas as national interactions, the management of disputes
among Islamic countries, and transnational cultural policymaking, thereby further ad-
vancing both the theoretical and practical dimensions of the concept.

Keywords: Solidarity; Social solidarity; Social cohesion; Unity; Convergence
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Euphemism and the Management of Social Tensions in the
Holy Qur’an: A Rhetorical and Pedagogical Reading
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Abstract

Euphemistic expression in the Holy Qur’an is not merely a linguistic feature or literary
device; rather, it constitutes a powerful and purposeful discursive strategy for prevent-
ing identity-based fractures, promoting social cohesion, repairing human relationships,
and managing social tensions. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and a rhetor-
ical-pedagogical approach to Qur’anic verses, this study demonstrates that the Qur’an
uses euphemistic strategies when addressing sensitive, tension-laden, and challenging
situations. These include human error and lapses, opposition, afflictions and painful
events, legal rulings and penalties, family relations, collective dialogue, the restoration of
communicative bonds, and eschatological warnings and threats. Direct reference to such
matters may impede constructive communication, undermine the dignity of the address-
ee, and generate tension, confrontation, and anxiety. In such contexts, the Qur’an em-
ploys a range of discursive mechanisms, including distinguishing an individual’s identity
from the wrongful act by referring to a “lapse” rather than “disobedience”; suspending
hasty judgment through conditional constructions and the reassignment of responsibility;
creating rhetorical distance through indirect analogy; shifting the semantic horizon from
annihilation to the taking of the soul and return; emphasizing religious brotherhood in the
context of retribution; employing gradual sequencing and linguistically mitigated prohi-
bitions in the reform of family relations; and formulating warnings through condition-
al and multilayered structures. These strategies restrain verbal and emotional violence,
preserve the dignity and status of the addressee, foster internal moral commitment, and
create the conditions necessary for sustained interaction, gradual reform and transforma-
tion, and social cohesion and solidarity. The findings indicate that euphemistic expression
lies at the heart of a Qur’anic discursive transformation from the logic of domination and
confrontation to that of invitation and solidarity. Rooted in the tension-filled circumstanc-
es of the Qur’an’s revelation, this approach offers a preventive and practical model for
managing human relationships in the contemporary world.

Keywords: Euphemistic expression; Refined speech; Qur’anic rhetoric; Religious lan-
guage; Social action; Tension management
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| Extended Abstract |

Euphemism and the Management of Social Tensions in the Holy
Qur’an: A Rhetorical and Pedagogical Reading

Roghayeh Khalili , Fatemeh Maleki

Research Objective:

Euphemistic expression in the Holy Qur’an is not merely a linguistic feature or liter-
ary device; rather, it constitutes a powerful and purposeful discursive instrument for
preventing identity-based fractures, promoting social cohesion, repairing human rela-
tionships, and managing social tensions. This study seeks to demonstrate that euphe-
mistic expression in the Qur’an is neither a purely linguistic phenomenon nor merely
a literary device or a simple and superficial form of gentle speech. Instead, it repre-
sents a conscious, multilayered, and strategic mechanism within Qur’anic discourse
that plays an effective role across sensitive and tension-laden areas of human life.

Research Methodology:

This study employs a descriptive-inferential method and analyzes selected verses of
the Holy Qur’an, with particular emphasis on their rhetorical and pedagogical dimen-
sions. The research data were collected and organized through open and axial cod-
ing. In the first stage, relevant expressions, concepts, and verses were extracted from
the Qur’an and authoritative exegetical and rhetorical sources. The concepts identi-
fied through open coding were then classified under broader categories and principal
themes through axial coding. These categories were subsequently analyzed to clarify
the nature and functions of euphemistic expression in Qur’anic discourse.

Findings:

The findings indicate that the Holy Qur’an employs euphemistic mechanisms when
addressing sensitive, tension-laden, and challenging situations, including human er-
ror and lapses, opposition, afflictions and painful events, legal rulings and penalties,
family relations, collective dialogue, the restoration of communicative bonds, and
eschatological warnings and threats. Direct expression in such contexts may obstruct
constructive communication, undermine the dignity of the addressee, and generate
tension, confrontation, and anxiety. The Qur’an therefore employs such mechanisms
as distinguishing personal identity from wrongful conduct by using “lapse” rather
than “disobedience”; suspending hasty judgment through conditional constructions
and the reassignment of responsibility; creating rhetorical distance through indirect
and nonliteral analogy; shifting the semantic horizon from annihilation to the taking
of the soul and return; emphasizing religious brotherhood in the context of retribution;
applying gradual sequencing and mitigated prohibitive constructions in the reform
of family relations; and formulating warnings through conditional and multilayered
structures. These strategies restrain verbal and emotional violence, preserve the dig-
nity and status of the addressee, cultivate internal moral commitment, and create the
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conditions necessary for sustained interaction, gradual reform and transformation, and
social cohesion and solidarity.

Conclusion:

Euphemistic expression in the Holy Qur’an lies at the heart of the discursive transition
from the logic of domination and confrontation to that of invitation and solidarity. This
fundamental transformation emerged within the tension-laden context of the period of
revelation and served to restrain verbal violence and prevent identity-based fractures.
Through conceptual reframing and the substitution of expressions, this mechanism
prevents conflicts from developing into destructive confrontations and offers a ra-
tional alternative to pre-Islamic prejudices. By employing this strategy, the Qur’an
transforms critical situations—including responses to wrongdoing, the articulation of
legal rulings, and the management of conflict with opponents—from arenas of con-
frontation and exclusion into opportunities for reform, the restoration of relationships,
and the cultivation of internal moral commitment. Beyond its function as a literary
device, this discursive model constitutes a preventive framework for managing human
relationships. By preserving the dignity of the addressee, it enables reform to proceed
without the disintegration of social bonds. Ultimately, this strategic function renders
euphemistic expression a practical model for the contemporary world—one capable
of serving as an ethical mediator in managing communicative crises, restraining ver-
bal violence, and establishing the foundations of solidarity and constructive dialogue.

Keywords: Euphemistic expression; Refined speech; Qur’anic rhetoric; Religious
language; Social action; Tension management
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