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A Comparative Study of the Social Indicators of an Ideal
Society from the Perspective of the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah
al-Sajjadiyyah

Asghar Tahmasebi Boldaji '

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Qur’anic Sciences and Hadith, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahrekord
University, Shahrekord, Iran, asghar.tahmasebi@sku.ac.ir

Abstract

Elucidating the model of faithful social life and the mechanisms for realizing collective
life is rooted in revealed teachings. Despite the extensive presentation of the components
of an ideal society in the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, the relationship
between these two sources in elucidating the social characteristics of a desirable society
still requires systematic and comparative analysis. Accordingly, the present study seeks to
answer the following questions: What are the social characteristics of a desirable society
from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya? How does the
Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya translate Qur’anic social concepts from the level of overarching
norms into the realm of moral education and social action? The research data, drawn from
the verses of the Holy Qur’an and the social passages of the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, were
examined using a descriptive-analytical method. The relevant semantic units pertaining
to the research problem were then extracted and organized through conceptual categori-
zation. Finally, to elucidate the relationship between the two texts, the resulting catego-
ries were analyzed using a comparative approach at both the conceptual and functional
levels. The findings demonstrate that the Holy Qur’an establishes the overarching frame-
work of a desirable society on the foundations of monotheism, justice, human dignity,
responsibility, social solidarity, and mutual commitment, while the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya
transforms these principles, through educational and supplicatory language, into a mech-
anism for internalizing and reproducing social ethics. Accordingly, components such as
social cooperation, consultation, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong,
concern for meeting the needs of others, fulfillment of covenants, and preservation of
social unity are not only characteristics of a desirable society but also elements of an
educational model for realizing an Islamic society. The conclusion is that the relationship
between the Qur’an and the Sahifah in the domain of society-building is one of “estab-
lishing norms” and “educating for the realization of norms.”

Keywords: Desirable society; Holy Qur’an; Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya; Imam al-Sajjad; So-
cial characteristics; Islamic society-building
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| Extended Abstract |

A Comparative Study of the Social Indicators of an Ideal So-
ciety from the Perspective of the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah
al-Sajjadiyyah
Asghar Tahmasebi Boldaji

Research Objective

In Islamic thought, the desirable society is not merely a political structure or legal
system; rather, it constitutes a comprehensive model of human life in which faith, eth-
ics, justice, rationality, and social responsibility are organized in interaction with one
another. The Holy Qur’an explains the fundamental principles and norms of such a
society, while the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, as a valuable legacy of Imam al-Sajjad, elab-
orates upon these principles through supplication, spiritual cultivation, and the reform
of human relations. The main objective of the present study is to identify the social
characteristics of the desirable society in the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadi-
yya and to elucidate the relationship between these two sources. The study also seeks
to clarify how the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya translates Qur’anic social concepts from the
level of overarching principles and norms into the realm of moral education and social
action.

Research Method

This descriptive-analytical study employs thematic analysis of religious texts and
comparative analysis. The research data were collected through a library-based meth-
od by examining the verses of the Holy Qur’an and the social passages of the Sahifah
al-Sajjadiyya. First, the semantic units related to the desirable society, social relations,
mutual responsibility, justice, cooperation, consultation, unity, and social reform were
extracted. The data were then organized through initial coding, and similar themes
were grouped into conceptual categories. Finally, the resulting categories were com-
pared at both the conceptual and functional levels in order to identify areas of overlap,
differences in emphasis, and the complementary role of the Holy Qur’an and the Sahi-
fah al-Sajjadiyya in Islamic society-building.

Findings

The findings demonstrate that the Holy Qur’an establishes the overarching framework
of the desirable society on the foundations of monotheism, justice, human dignity,
responsibility, cooperation, social solidarity, and mutual commitment. Within this
framework, the desirable society is one in which relationships and interactions move
away from domination, discrimination, selfishness, and social fragmentation and are
grounded in faith, justice, and respect for human rights. One of the most important
characteristics of the desirable society is consultation and the use of collective wis-
dom. In the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, consultation is not merely a
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practical method of decision-making; rather, it signifies respect for human dignity,
acceptance of collective responsibility, and avoidance of self-opinionatedness. This
component rationalizes the process of social decision-making and increases the possi-
bility of individuals’ responsible participation in managing public affairs.

Another characteristic is enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong. Within
the Qur’anic framework, this principle constitutes a mechanism for safeguarding the
moral health of society and preventing deviations from becoming normalized. By
emphasizing inner reform, purity of intention, goodwill, and respect for others, the
Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya elevates this social duty from the level of external supervision
to the realm of moral cultivation. Therefore, social reform will be sustainable only
when accompanied by self-monitoring, sincerity, and responsibility.

Fulfillment of covenants is also regarded as one of the essential foundations of the
desirable society. The Holy Qur’an establishes covenants and agreements as bind-
ing foundations for creating trust and regulating social relations, while the Sahifah
al-Sajjadiyya, by strengthening the sense of commitment toward God and His serv-
ants, highlights the internal and educational dimension of this principle. Faithfulness
to commitments forms the foundation of social trust and prevents instability, suspi-
cion, and the breakdown of human relationships.

Another finding of the study concerns the importance of cooperation and concern for
meeting the needs of others. In the desirable Islamic society, individuals are not indif-
ferent to one another’s circumstances. Helping those in need, observing social rights,
supporting the disadvantaged, and striving to address public problems are manifesta-
tions of social responsibility and the brotherhood of faith. By offering supplications
for various groups within society and emphasizing goodwill, forgiveness, and service,
the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya transforms these values into enduring dispositions within
the personality of the believer.

Unity and avoidance of division are also overarching characteristics upon which the
realization of the other components of the desirable society depends. Without social
cohesion, consultation may turn into unhealthy competition, moral oversight into con-
flict, and justice into an ineffective slogan. Therefore, division is not merely a behav-
ioral problem; rather, it is a factor that disrupts the cohesion of society and weakens
public trust. The Holy Qur’an emphasizes the preservation of social cohesion, while
the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, by cultivating the spirit of brotherhood, forgiveness, and
empathy, provides the emotional and ethical foundations of unity.

Another important finding concerns the difference in the functional roles of the Holy
Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya. The Holy Qur’an primarily establishes princi-
ples, defines values, and delineates the normative structure of the desirable society,
whereas the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya pursues these same principles through the cultiva-
tion of conscience, purification of intention, self-refinement, and regulation of social
conduct. In other words, the Holy Qur’an explains what the desirable society should
be, while the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya teaches how people should be cultivated to realize
such a society.
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Conclusion

From the perspective of the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, the desira-
ble society is a value-based, education-oriented, and responsible society in which the
spiritual growth of the individual and the stability of social order are realized recipro-
cally. Characteristics such as consultation, enjoining what is right and forbidding what
is wrong, fulfillment of covenants, cooperation, meeting the needs of others, unity, and
avoidance of division are not separate elements; rather, they constitute an intercon-
nected set for realizing faithful social life. The overall findings of the study demon-
strate that the relationship between the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya in
the domain of society-building is one of “establishing norms” and “educating for the
realization of norms.” The Holy Qur’an provides the foundations and principles of the
desirable society, while the Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya, by internalizing these principles,
provides the conditions for their transformation into social dispositions and actions.
Accordingly, the realization of an Islamic society is not possible merely through the
establishment of external structures; rather, it requires people who have internalized
justice, fidelity, goodwill, participation, and unity within their personalities.

Keywords: Desirable society; Holy Qur’an; Sahifah al-Sajjadiyya; Imam al-Sajjad;
Social characteristics; Islamic society-building; Social ethics; Religious education
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@ﬁi.}l_ P:  Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah), with the aim of reforming and
completing practical reason, can only be realized within the context of social life. It is for
this reason that Mulla Sadra, as a social philosopher, regards addressing the historical and
social conditions of his time as a philosopher’s duty. He devoted considerable attention
to this matter in Risalat Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah and Risalat-i Seh Asl (The Treatise on
Three Principles). The analysis of idols and their relationship to social ignorance (Jahili-
yyah) and the critical condition of society constitutes one of the central themes of Mulla
Sadra’s social philosophy; yet, it has received comparatively little scholarly attention
to date. Mulla Sadra’s critique of the social and political conditions of his time focuses,
in fact, on a misunderstanding of religion in the form of an anesthetizing interpretation
whose consequences could produce harmful effects in the future. He considers such inter-
pretations of religion to result in the production of “a concoction of the magic of poison,
deception, and sorcery, and an antidote laden with deadly poison.” The injection of such
an opiate into society induces social drowsiness and plunges a large portion of society
into widespread ignorance and general unconsciousness. In Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah,
Mulla Sadra presents an account of the social and political conditions of his time, consti-
tuting a kind of pathology of social phenomena and a critique of the reference groups that
had emerged within society, and, where appropriate, cites and adduces divine verses as
evidence. Risalat-i Seh Asl is likewise a treatise on social self-knowledge and social-po-
litical ethics, in which these subjects are explained on the basis of the three principles
presented in the treatise. Given Mulla Sadra’s use of divine verses and the significance
of this issue, the present article employs thematic analysis to examine the social and
political crisis of society and analyze Mulla Sadra’s Qur’anic citations. The findings,
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with regard to the characteristics of his time, reveal the overarching themes of “uncon-
sciousness and general ignorance, instrumental religiosity, the absence of leadership, and
behavioral distortion.” The breaking of these idols by a social philosopher such as Mulla
Sadra indicates a way out of this social predicament, identified through the overarching
themes of “knowledge and self-purification, adherence to the Shari‘ah, commitment to
leadership, and acting upon the Qur’an.”

Keywords: Mulla Sadra; Risaleh-i Seh Asl; Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah; Qur’an; Social
crisis; Jahiliyyah


https://arq.quran.ac.ir


@ J ‘%‘ p‘p 2 UE") IN! Online: 3060-5644

()é:’,v.m,(w,w/,
::[L‘/Jf"r)’a,é/‘ I3

Woly 5 ol 5 seloinl oyl yes 85 43 TyavoMo 13 sl
o) s llos, 5 Aalond] @lio! you S 1 4S5 s o1 €8, (392

¥ soilo 39l VLol 125
abyar.z@cfu.ac.ir (JW "'\5‘“*?.55)()])-9; ‘Ql)il suLiA.b)S olKuisly sgo)hol PP uw)’oi 59; )li)hw\ A
Ol 295mL5 4u2yS" (1B Blas g pole olSiils w3gymli (13 pole 0aSiiils s ¢ 1,3 pole 09,5 Lol .Y

da.saemi(@quran.ac.ir

B oS
B o anltcd 3355 B elatal G s 2l sl S JuaS5 5 5l s et s
s o gl ik, o] elaal 5 S Camadg 1 5531 selai] gl olpie oo o
Sty U o] bl bt s plaal oy ool s sy 5 il plic 5 s, 3355 5
O323,90 yiaS (198l oS el oMo selan] dindd glojgomo I (S dnsly Sl Cundg g oloz2]
Oyguody (1 3l Db 048 s )3 365 diloj  owliaw 5 (loin] Cumdg I oMo 08 .l 43 51,5

(2 s (i g ol 00l 1,8 de 5350 1y 39k )1 4y sl (50 00001 131, (s (slnteley (6256 pronis
93 i By o0 €25 3 (3L g (g—dl 9 5 p g—dl e W cge ly (3 ]
o9 Sledinl g 513 Ao 1y anel> I (o3b;5 S g 45 oo ot (Sogllls s ) dnal
08 355 ailaj Lpolies 5 oelain] glsgl 5 155 4] & aulalod] pliol ;S LS 3 10 Mo 3 09,8
253108 42 9 303 o0 sl dnole )3 485 IS 2y (lmog S 485 5 (seloi] (slmoyy poliicgnl (o5
S oLl kil b ymn Ay S 505 ol oo sy S o Slgiitnd g slitd ol LT & 3 sl
Moo (6350 0 41 il 03,5y dlly el 3 oy Jol duw (glive o) (ol = (olos]
ganel> (gl g eloinl Gl gende Jelod gy b dllis (pl 3 cliins (pl ool (yriman 5 (o]l U]
il 51,5 aline cilog lsiien dog 3 gy (slaatily 1 (5lSTy LMo 1,5 bzl
9 31 el )laSSl ol (Lt 1, €6 )8 (B35 g ) (8B cailito)l ) (659 (e ssmges o 9
Cdpa 513 cyaliae 33 oS Canl selose] o ol 1 )09 0l Sl dybo Mo (92 (oloinl Bgudid
ol odalondds € \8 & Jos g (2 )Slgdn o6 lhacans yib ( yuds coled g

alals ¢ el ol ¢l 3 adalodl pliol juS (ol aw dllu) d)aoMe a0 1ganls’

Vo ¥/« ) 1o WOT Uil e U | VEE/ANY sy g [ VYN sl G b | VY VY Sl U

N by g sloely 5 (ol g (eloza! oo 18 50 LhaoMe 1,8 clolizal)) {(VF+0)3el> ¢ goilo yn; Ll 1o (w4 Sl
10.22034/arq.2026.251999 F+-YY (YY¥ «elail pole 5 o5 (ol oo Ay 5 aulabod] plics] oS S 5, 45 |

@ & arq.quran.ac.ir w5 1B Bolao g pole oSl 1padl gy sl 95 VYOO


mailto:abyar.z%40cfu.ac.ir?subject=
mailto:%20da.saemi%40quran.ac.ir%20?subject=
mailto:%20da.saemi%40quran.ac.ir%20?subject=
mailto:f.zaker2015%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://10.22034/arq.2026.251999
http://arq.quran.ac.ir
http://arq.quran.ac.ir
http://style.quran.ac.ir
http://arq.quran.ac.ir

VE 0 oylouis o 090 ¢ scloizl pgle § (5 Y

Jr-oe‘ueinbrbaey/isdpy

o T 300 .\
oy et e Ol 185 S ey a5 4 sk e S 0L
ay aiwly Old g —dbylasul 9 Uosas j3 e Gladl > il Ol
OLalle 5l mer (65 Sl (Al ¢SS samey (Sl Olpisty Ca S
i g OLles (30 il 3 pdeoDa LadT ol 55 5 (ae sLaS 5 L5
WLs 5 Ol gudd 39ume 3 S Ols5 oo |y oD calts oy 55 53 .S
osjﬁ)b&b&&pwsdwb(a)&_»:\OL@.?-).sJ;ﬂl:éL@ﬁr_h
S alis plas Sl L o3 gad il | (o3 el e 5
A5 Als g0 3 51 (S s CaSTl 1 (BB (s el 53 (olaz
3 3 6ol o 3 1l 8,5 Sy bl (5,58 5 b Sy
53,5 dalg Jas o S 5 31 Olpea Lils CoMis o e 4 S
o3 Sl 5 Lol 5 Lasl (oo 5 LiST dals (2506 4 |y s (- Oly
Al e a0l ‘Mﬁsv_@éwfzobl.&nﬂd\) (o (l_»\o‘,_?)

O A0 dme  sbel) 5,8
aals a0l 5 wlbiacdign Hlows 5 HUT 53 b o a5yl 51 e oDl
5ol Cmy A a5 LS 0255 (Sley Sy an ) Jlos
(ol dad 520 4SS gn 4y S 9 3315 1 00 355 Ol ol
ebozml A oy 3l s 5B A 0y ) kDl ) as e i
Sl s 51,8 a3 Oladle dogie [y S gtans o8 485551 s
Oy Olles Cayle 5 0ls,e i 4 o8 5 (VP 2) AYF i odl) uS
Ma},},g\,uw%&wdw1wuﬂs¢a,wu§;.JJ\JJ_M
Gl oglize sLals o bl U alS asle) camsler Cmniny A 5 —olazs!
S domed a5 S (o (bl e [y sl Cadoy slals s 4 ST Hu i 2
cmer alel) 3313 0 o (Kan b Blod a3y Sty glaculw 5 Ladsls
90 o0 )90, sl [y Ol Gy 1ydoDs Olms Olan 4y (V70 VY40

St s liad WLJWT@ S 03, S 3y45 5 alslds 545 e U


https://arq.quran.ac.ir


f¥ ool s Al g ainlontl plsl S SIS 53 4S5 (o iy cy2 500y il o o] (3l 20 45 43 Do 7,5 ol i

J5 Jeol s 5 ool ool 8™ alensl HUT abosMa .l 03)
e 10 te3 4 CaBly i o Ol Slslazsl ag ol 4 S Cnl Leds ol
os sLaySaly Ol gla iS5 Jlasl Oy 5 Slusl Glaedoy s s
Pl 0305 4yl iy g5 Dsla 5 D L

2505 4al ol dw 348 Cal il b me i 5 SO ool Al
Sl Jsl ool el Gl iy 55 S 5 s (i g0 55 O el
e Sl 5 o3l 35om5 035 Kol 253 Jonol ¢ ks b a2 B (Lakaly
el liba B 53 oy s I Ol e 5 e ik Oy Jlsedge

Wy ki) 4820 9 B3NS Gaddly 5 LalS Ols )3 1y by ol sl
Ay S Al ool 457l ol o a5 Ol 2eS iliulie 5 U8
(A DNFY e el el alaze oS elazl 4 s o Sseles
3315 on dmaler (il 5 (colaiarl iy B any  Jol e B 51 dny 0L
Ay 5 oSS 3 ko i3l Ly Ll 3 aST 1y (ol
35 on (20 Tmy3b (SLaegd 9,mr g Spd3 ol L pnn Lmog 8
il 03,87 iy

—sler ai s 55 [ oMe Gl ) Sals 3 S5 55 adalsdl plool S
w8 s oLsS ol ps ha oM 48 adals Ll 4l cu S
33 oD 0ley OF dmsl a8 Syl oozl Ol e S 4, bL)
o B (plioh oils aS gsmu (N P Y cman bl a3 ol
55 ale) Ol,ow 3y 53 hdeoDhe 45T el BSEIS 5 Sbais , SO
o) A (68 aiblons 55 ph 503, Oy by (2l 53 (65 Tl 0331 Jos
hode Jely dan ,Bb 55 (S 5 tamslop ) (b 5 (olal Sl
ol Ml o Sy eletr ] Gaes 5 8155 Jiame ol 31 b0 sl
auﬁwwum&ﬁaﬂ%)ﬁufgufwl,; bu)bj_ﬁp&rﬁa@
ol Sy b slemr | Cnoy laciyy 5 3B e 5 Sl
o el ol a8 el s nlals S EnS T s 5B a5 0ley s Ol

J1oe uednb-bie/s:isdpy


https://arq.quran.ac.ir


VE 0 oylouis o 090 ¢ scloizl pgle § (5 £

Jr-oe‘ueinbrbaey/isdpy

Lacy ol Lol sl (il ay o518 el 31 b asl ol Oy mes
G 53 g s ol il aSl dag s 25 ol 5 s s g S
Lol sl L5 g i nSCs db a8t Kin 3 5 —ele| slacy
SUT 51 oD Olgl 5 eslizwl (VWY DIYAD cdna olol) 550 o s
S 53 N T 3l mnlize (5 S0, 5 5SS 5 Jool am Al 3 0T,
5l e O Soyg o g aalllan ool Gl o Ko g 31 adalonl ploal

G paolns dnalo 53 O 3,087 5 olaxs] Lyl oy 55 ool Cmanl s L2
s el 3y s G o (slmog 8 5 elerl sl sy 4o
N3 685 3500 YUy 31 53 55 Oeian Jdos gy L ) oDl 5,0,
35 3 asle) ol 5 elaz| Ol o s s |y [ydeoDhe (sLaslisl g ol
s olis S8 gbasbaul

Qi .Y

5, S3L OF 5l adlie ol an by Olyea Ols5 0 45 Slalllas o0 5 K0y
5 dslole

% (S s 0> dmal Sy 5l sLash) adlds 53 (VYY) 0L jds-
PSS jad ol sy, SLAS s (e el (el dla,
sLaslsy g0 (g sdon r&)\t_gb OLT byl 5 o OLle Conbgn llusy 53 o
0L a5l a S asls 50 Oley olazoml JSlawe s OF HLS 55 5 00ls 41,5
5 0bdle 48 La 0l (gl Sl o 48T ol Gl 25 by 33 ol b
Al e s ol slal ol Coabse Dby Ol

el 5 Kaa s sl Sb) adlie ,5 (VFAF) (g5 LST 5 SISl >l
o= = “MOLQEQ—NT}AV—S’JﬁOTJ—BJLSWJ—MﬁJM
Sy b 5o p3Y (gl Db b OIS p3Y sl 5 ST il oy 4
3t oylal 5 s (i lisee Ot b 5 SISt 3 8y (S 4l s
s Ay sl has oy 3 sl g o aldb A el


https://arq.quran.ac.ir


123 ool s Al g ainlontl plsl S SIS 53 4S5 (o iy cy2 500y il o o] (3l 20 45 43 Do 7,5 ol i

ands (5Lghs S g S (gl |y ain) 457 350 (Bl adazil Cn S 4
a gy 3 eoShe (T3 sty lin 55 (0F+0) 5Ll 5 Ll 25,8 oal b
plisl 8 SLS 1 STTL) e 0Ll Gjle (Kb 5 (5,53 SLsl il
03Ul Ly [leoSle a8 oy aoes ol (o b5 By L ((adaledl
Sl sl 548005, Oy wle) SN iame A § s (o 5 4o S P os )y )
el a3y O g plis] S LS 53 Olidpn (6 -5

239 S Dysmots OIS 934 S Cal il alin 3)lee Ly adlie ol 5oles g
OF+ )Ll 55l s o il (5T 55 (Sl O moian oy Sl gy S
o el S LS 531y 3ami L agarln 53 hdoDa 3,05 (ST3 il
ool 3 olaz ] Coning U o 4™ 381 93 ol s w1 s 20l 03,57
sl sl 5 gyl o b el 5l alie ol ol tplosl il 03,8 05

0560 @2yl T
03330 45" AB (ST ol LS S il 3 01 Site 5 Oltein bl Ol
OLS j g Tl a sy s g5 asle)y wlldCy S a5 Sy 0 1y AoDho
L(xv:Y44¥,Bowen) ol austls y a3 glacs 4o 55 s 5 e 0K
dns 5 o b s g 53 b 0Lt ST (gl 1 (S 0 asl 3 oy 5 s e
IVl Lol U dla i s S s3] 505 (6 e 4 1(044Y 254, Tiiles)
Ol ey ool S L (FY DIPAD s ) ol a3 Colil SN0 S s
Ol e gy a8 il e bt el Oy ) :M@Mm:)%
G355 om0 48T e s 3,50 15 sal Ol e 4Kl 35,8 e
book one, ,¥+ ¥ ,Bacon)(s)ls - s OF sladl as 5 35l ays Ll Cmcbo Ly
S l 30,81 Sy 5 0 5SS die Hl edal s ool "L Y L(F) section
31 (81 g03 L gl ey 5 ok 3,55 o)l (63,8 (Slaglis y> ay) s g4

1 . the idol of tribe.
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2. Basci Theme.

3. Organizing Theme.
4. Global Theme.
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| Extended Abstract |

Mulla Sadra’s Qur’anic Citations in Critiquing Social
and Political Crises and Exploring Pathways for Overcoming
Them: A Study Based on Kasr al-Asnam al-Jahiliyyah
and Risalah-yi Seh Asl

Zahra Abyar , Davoud Saemi

Research Objective

Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah), with the aim of reforming and
completing practical reason, can only be realized within the context of social life. For
this reason, Mulla Sadra, as a social philosopher, regards addressing the historical
and social conditions of his time as a philosopher’s duty, and he devoted attention to
this matter in Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah and Risaleh-i Seh Asl (The Treatise on Three
Principles). Following the establishment of Shiism as the official religion during the
Safavid era, the emergence of degenerate currents within Sufism and the monopolistic
tendencies of official jurists and state-affiliated Sufis led to the marginalization of God-
ly scholars. Within this historical context, Mulla Sadra, adopting a critical approach
distinct from that of his contemporaries, such as Mir Damad, undertook a critical
examination of the crisis-ridden condition of society. He regarded a superficial, rigid,
and irrational understanding of religion as antithetical to the truth of the Shari‘ah and
as a factor in reproducing social Jahiliyyah, leading to widespread sedation and social
drowsiness. The main objective of this study is to investigate and identify the social
and political crises of Mulla Sadra’s time and the ways of overcoming them, with a
focus on the critique of social idols (human idols) and the identification of his Qur’an-
ic citations and evidentiary references in the two aforementioned works, in order to
reveal the structural patterns underlying this critique and social reform.

Research Method

The present study was conducted within a qualitative framework using thematic anal-
ysis based on Attride-Stirling’s thematic network model. The analytical corpus con-
sisted of two key works by Sadr al-Mutaallihin, namely Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah
and Risaleh-i Seh Asl. The analysis was carried out in five main stages. In the first
stage, the complete texts of the two works were carefully studied and divided into
units of meaning. In the second stage, the initial codes (basic themes) were extracted.
In the third stage, through continuous refinement and review, the basic themes were
categorized according to their common features, and organizing themes were formed.
In the fourth stage, global themes representing the overarching principles governing
the texts as a whole were abstracted. Finally, in the fifth stage, the thematic network
was constructed and the final report was prepared. To assess the validity of the study,
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expert opinions from scholars in the fields of philosophy and social sciences (peer
review) were employed. The reliability of the findings was also confirmed through
repeated returns to the texts and the review of the codes by supervising scholars.

Findings

The thematic analysis of the textual data extracted from Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah
and Risaleh-i Seh Asl led to the identification of two distinct yet overlapping the-
matic networks entitled “Dimensions of the Social and Political Crisis of the Time
(Characteristics of the Era)” and “Structural Strategies for Overcoming the Crisis.” In
the first section, devoted to an examination of the crisis-ridden condition of society,
four global themes were identified. The first global theme, “general unconsciousness
and ignorance,” indicates epistemic blockage and the masses’ immersion in social
drowsiness. The second global theme, “instrumental religiosity,” denotes the reduc-
tion of the Shari'ah to outward rituals and the instrumental use of religion to justify
power relations. The third global theme, “the absence of authentic leadership,” refers
to the emergence of substitute reference groups in the fields of jurisprudence and
state-affiliated Sufism, as well as the influence of corruptors in the lands (“al-Tabassut
f1 al-Bilad”). Finally, the fourth global theme, “behavioral distortion,” explains the
transformation of the value system and society’s blind emulation of false claimants
to religious devotion. In criticizing these characteristics of the crisis, Mulla Sadra,
through references to verses warning against wrongdoing and condemning ignorance,
portrays the epistemic foundations of these afflictions.

The second section of the findings, concerned with explaining strategies for overcom-
ing social and political deadlocks, identified four overarching themes that provide
pathways for overcoming the crisis. The first global theme, “knowledge and self-pu-
rification,” is regarded by Mulla Sadra as the foundation of awakening and individual
and social agency. The second global theme, “authentic adherence to the Shari‘ah,”
emphasizes moving beyond juristic formalism toward the integration of rationality,
ethics, and the inner dimension of the Shari‘ah. The third global theme, “commitment
to leadership,” reveals the necessity of redefining the criteria of social authority and
consciously turning to genuine guides. Finally, the fourth global theme, “acting upon
the Qur’an,” is introduced as a practical strategy for realizing social justice and as the
axis for breaking human idols (social idols).

An analysis of the structural relationships among these themes demonstrates that Mul-
la Sadra conceptualizes the process of “breaking the idols of Jahiliyyah” not merely as
an abstract phenomenon but as a socio-political dynamic. According to the extracted
model, an “anesthetizing interpretation of religion,” as a contextual variable, creates a
setting in which “general ignorance” and “instrumental religiosity”” mutually reinforce
one another and legitimize the reproduction of the power of “false claimants.” In con-
trast, through his Qur’anic citations, Mulla Sadra initiates the process of overcoming
the crisis through the epistemic reconstruction of the individual (self-knowledge) and
connects it to the broader level of social structures (acting upon the Qur’an and genu-
ine commitment to leadership), thereby bringing about social awakening.
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Conclusion

The findings of the study demonstrate that Mulla Sadra, as a philosopher and revo-
lutionary social reformer, attributes the crises of his era to the domination of “idols,”
namely, human idols and false reference groups that reproduce oppression and igno-
rance in the name of religion. The term “kasr” (breaking) in the title of his work signi-
fies the necessity of a profound epistemic and social transformation, approaching the
level of a social revolution, to shatter these structures of hypocrisy and dissimulation.
Mulla Sadra’s ultimate solution for overcoming this historical drowsiness is the reviv-
al of self-knowledge, the creation of social awareness and awakening, the redefinition
of the characteristics of true mystics and scholars in contrast to claimants to power,
and a return to the authentic Shari‘ah based on acting upon the Qur’an. Through his
Qur’anic citations, he demonstrates that overcoming modern Jahiliyyah and moving
toward a virtuous society can only be achieved through the integration of rationality,
spirituality, and social justice.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra; Risaleh-i Seh Asl; Kasr Asnam al-Jahiliyyah; Thematic
analysis; Social crisis; Social Jahiliyyah; Qur’anic Citations
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Abstract

Conflict management is one of the key components of social and organizational psychol-
ogy. However, classical models such as the Thomas-Kilmann Instrument (TKI), owing
to their reliance on instrumental rationality, conceive of human beings merely as calcu-
lating agents who weigh costs and benefits and are therefore incapable of accounting for
transcendent dimensions. The present study, aimed at critiquing the foundations of the
TKI model and designing an Exaltation-Oriented Conflict Management Model (ETCM)
based on the Holy Qur’an, employs a qualitative content analysis method with a deduc-
tive-inductive approach. The findings indicate that, within the epistemological system of
revelation, conflict is not a behavioral dead end but rather a context for “trial” (ibtala’)
and existential advancement. The proposed ETCM model is organized into 12 strategic
levels and four principal axes: (1) Perception Engineering: based on clarification, dis-
cernment, and the preservation of boundaries to safeguard cognitive foundations; (2)
Emotional Discipline: the management of immediate impulses through restraint of anger,
steadfast endurance, and attentive listening; (3) Relationship Restoration: the rebuilding
of relationships through gentle speech, sincere counsel, and gracious forgiveness; and (4)
Transcendent Agency: attaining the pinnacle of guardianship (wilayah) and benevolence
through concealing faults and responding in the best manner. Comparative findings in-
dicate that, unlike material models whose ultimate goal is the temporary resolution of a
problem, the ETCM model moves beyond win-win logic toward a logic of self-sacrifice
and grace, transforming conflict into a catalyst for personality development and convert-
ing enmity into “guardianship and benevolence.”

Keywords: Holy Qur’an; Exaltation-Oriented Conflict Management Model (ETCM);
Thomas-Kilmann Instrument (TKI); Instrumental rationality
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| Extended Abstract |

Designing a Qur’an-Based Exaltation-Oriented Conflict Man-
agement Model (ETCM) for Social Interactions: A Critique of
the Theoretical Foundations of the Thomas—Kilmann Model
(TKI)

Hamid Reza Imanifar

Research Objective

Conflict management is a fundamental topic in social psychology and organization-
al management. Despite the widespread application of the Thomas—Kilmann Model
(TKI), the model is primarily based on regulating behavior through two components,
assertiveness and cooperativeness, and has limited capacity to account for the cognitive,
ethical, and transcendent dimensions of human interactions. Accordingly, the present
study aims to critique the theoretical foundations of the Thomas—Kilmann Model (TKI)
and design an Exaltation-Oriented Conflict Management Model (ETCM) based on the
epistemological system of the Holy Qur’an. The main research problem is to explain the
process through which conflict can transcend the level of behavioral management and
dispute resolution and become a context for relationship reform, moral development,
and the enhancement of the quality of social interactions. To this end, the study seeks
to demonstrate how Qur’anic teachings can provide a coherent framework for conflict
management that, in addition to resolving disputes, emphasizes conflict prevention, sus-
tainable relationship restoration, and the transcendence of the interacting parties.

Research Method

This qualitative study employed a directed content analysis approach with a deduc-
tive—inductive orientation. In the deductive stage, the conceptual framework of conflict
management was explained based on the classical literature and the dimensions of as-
sertiveness and cooperativeness. Subsequently, in the inductive stage, Qur’anic verses
were analyzed using authoritative Qur’anic exegeses, including al-Mizan, Tasnim, and
Majma“ al-Bayan, and the relevant themes and codes were extracted, coded, and cate-
gorized into three dimensions: cognition, emotion, and behavior. Finally, the validity of
the proposed model was examined and confirmed based on the criteria of Lincoln and
Guba through peer review involving specialists in Qur’anic and Hadith sciences and
social psychology.

Findings

The findings demonstrated that, within the Qur’anic epistemological system, conflict is
not merely a behavioral phenomenon or the result of competing interests; rather, it can
constitute a context for trial (ibtala’), self-reform, and the enhancement of social rela-
tionships. Accordingly, the Exaltation-Oriented Conflict Management Model (ETCM)
was designed around four axes and twelve strategic levels: (1) Perception Engineering:
focusing on monitoring cognitive patterns, safeguarding relational boundaries, and pre-
venting cognitive misunderstandings; (2) Emotional Discipline: emphasizing compo-
sure, restraint of anger, steadfast endurance, and attentive listening in order to control
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tension-generating emotions; (3) Relationship Restoration: through good speech, sin-
cere counsel, gracious forgiveness, and the rebuilding of trust between the parties; and
(4) Transcendent Agency: centered on benevolence, concealing faults, and responding
in the best manner, with the ultimate aim of transforming a conflictual relationship into
one based on affection and guardianship (wilayah). Comparative analysis demonstrated
that, unlike the five styles of the Thomas—Kilmann Model (TKI), which primarily focus
on selecting an appropriate strategy when conflict occurs, this model incorporates a pre-
ventive layer that addresses the conditions underlying conflict formation by reforming
cognitive processes before tension-generating behaviors emerge, and then proceeds step
by step toward the restoration and transcendence of relationships.

Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that the difference between the Exaltation-Oriented Conflict
Management Model (ETCM) and the Thomas—Kilmann Model (TKI) lies not merely
in the presentation of new behavioral strategies but is rooted in their epistemological,
anthropological, and teleological foundations. The Thomas—Kilmann Model (TKI) pri-
marily conceptualizes conflict management within the framework of regulating situa-
tional behaviors and selecting an appropriate style for resolving disputes. In contrast,
the Exaltation-Oriented Conflict Management Model (ETCM) integrates the cognitive,
emotional, behavioral, and ethical dimensions and views conflict as an opportunity for
self-development, relationship reform, and human transcendence. The principal innova-
tion of this model is the addition of a preventive layer prior to the emergence of conflict,
the design of a sequential pathway from perception engineering to benevolence, and
the transition from a logic focused solely on dispute resolution to a logic of growth,
transcendence, and benevolence. Accordingly, the Exaltation-Oriented Conflict Man-
agement Model (ETCM) provides a more comprehensive framework for conflict man-
agement than classical models, as it not only contributes to the containment and resolu-
tion of conflict but also to preventing its formation, sustainably restoring relationships,
strengthening social capital, and enhancing the psychological and ethical well-being
of the interacting parties. These characteristics make the Exaltation-Oriented Conflict
Management Model (ETCM) a theoretical and practical basis for contextualizing con-
flict management in organizations and other social environments, as well as for devel-
oping management theories and models grounded in the teachings of the Holy Qur’an.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an; Conflict management; Exaltation-Oriented Conflict Man-
agement Model (ETCM); Thomas—Kilmann Model (TKI); Directed content analysis;
Social psychology
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Abstract

In representing social groups, the Holy Qur’an does not merely describe their beliefs and
actions; rather, through linguistic and narrative strategies, it also constructs their social
identities. Among the prominent groups represented in this manner are the disbelievers,
who are characterized in various verses by denial of the truth, disputation, mockery, ar-
rogance, and influence over others. The present study seeks to analyze the representation
of the social identity of the disbelievers in the Holy Qur’an based on Goffman’s theory
of “dramaturgical analysis.” Within this framework, concepts such as role performance,
impression management, self-presentation, the social stage, and the discrepancy between
appearance and reality serve as the basis for analysis. The study employs a descriptive-an-
alytical method, with data selected from verses in which the disbelievers are depicted in
dialogical, behavioral, and confrontational situations involving prophets, believers, or
other audiences. The findings demonstrate that the Qur’an does not represent the disbe-
lievers merely as deniers of the truth; rather, it portrays them as social actors who seek to
maintain their position on the social stage by performing specific roles, managing audi-
ence perceptions, concealing the truth, and displaying power and superiority. In addition
to explaining the behavior of the disbelievers, this representation also serves a normative
function by highlighting the boundary between faith-based and unbelieving identities.
Accordingly, Goffman’s dramaturgical theory can provide an effective framework for
understanding the social and communicative dimensions of the Qur’anic representation
of the disbelievers.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an; Disbelievers; Social identity; Dramaturgical analysis theory;
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| Extended Abstract |

Applying Goffman’s Dramaturgical Theory to the Representa-
tion of the Social Identity of Disbelievers in the Holy Qur’an

Farooqh Nemati

Research Objective

In representing social groups, the Holy Qur’an does not merely describe their beliefs
and actions; rather, through linguistic and narrative $trategies, it also constructs their
social identities. Among the prominent groups represented in this manner are the dis-
believers, who are characterized in various verses by denial of the truth, disputation,
mockery, arrogance, and influence over others. The present study seeks to analyze the
representation of the social identity of the disbelievers in the Holy Qur’an based on
Goffman’s theory of “dramaturgical analysis.” Within this framework, concepts such
as role performance, impression management, self-presentation, the social stage, and
the discrepancy between appearance and reality serve as the basis for analysis.

Research Method

In the Qur’an, disbelief is not merely represented as an internal or negative posi-
tion; rather, in many instances, it takes the form of a type of social role-playing and
management of the interactional stage. This reciprocal action corresponds closely to
the theory of “dramaturgical analysis” developed by Erving Goffman (1922-1982), a
prominent sociologist of the Chicago School, according to which individuals seek to
control the information presented to audiences through a clear distinction between the
“front stage” and the “back stage” (Goffman, 2015, p. 48). In light of Goffman’s theo-
ry of “dramaturgical analysis,” society is viewed as a stage, while actors are perform-
ers within this theatrical setting. Accordingly, this article applies Goffman’s dram-
aturgical analysis theory to the depiction of the social actions of the disbelievers in
the Holy Qur’an. The research employs a descriptive-analytical method, and the data
were selected from verses in which the disbelievers are depicted in dialogical, behav-
ioral, and confrontational situations involving prophets, believers, or other audiences.

Findings

The findings demonstrate that the Qur’an does not represent the disbelievers merely
as deniers of the truth; rather, it portrays them as social actors who seek to maintain
their position on the social stage by performing specific roles, managing audience
perceptions, concealing the truth, and displaying power and superiority. In addition to
explaining the behavior of the disbelievers, this representation also serves a normative
function by highlighting the boundary between faith-based and unbelieving identities.
The present study demonstrates that, in representing the social character of the disbe-
lievers, the Holy Qur’an presents a dynamic, interactive, and multilayered portrayal.
Within this portrayal, the disbelievers are social actors who employ various drama-
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turgical and verbal strategies to preserve their status, control public opinion, and con-
front the truth. However, by exposing the backstage of these performances, revelation
causes their performances to collapse and reveals the reality of their social character.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that, by revealing the discrepancy between the outward ap-
pearance and inner reality of the disbelievers, the Qur’an exposes their dramatur-
gical mechanisms. In this context, revelation can be understood as a kind of mac-
ro-observer—an observer beyond ordinary audiences—that both reports the manifest
stage of the disbelievers’ speech and behavior and reveals the hidden layers, motives,
intentions, and backstage of their actions. Whereas human audiences are generally
confronted only with the actors’ external performances, revelation, by exposing their
inner reality and the actual consequences of their behavior, removes the disbeliev-
ers’ control over the stage of performance. Thus, what outwardly appears as rational
speech, a claim of benevolence, a defense of tradition, or a display of social power is
revealed through revelation as deception, arrogance, conscious denial, worldly pur-
suit, or the pursuit of superiority. Accordingly, Goffman’s dramaturgical theory can
provide an effective framework for understanding the social and communicative di-
mensions of the representation of the disbelievers in the Holy Qur’an.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an; Disbelievers; Social identity; Dramaturgical analysis theory;
Goffman; Representation; Social interaction
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Abstract
Audience analysis, as one of the fundamental principles of religious propagation, plays
a decisive role in the effectiveness of a message and the realization of its guiding objec-
tives. An educational message can achieve its desired outcome only when it is accom-
panied by a proper understanding of the audience’s level of comprehension, spiritual
needs, cultural circumstances, and social position. The Holy Qur’an, as the central text
of Islam, provides a prominent example of a purposeful and audience-oriented system
of religious propagation, in which the diversity of audiences has shaped the diversity of
both expressive and substantive approaches. Employing a descriptive-analytical method
and focusing on the Medinan verses of the first Juz’ of the Holy Qur’an, the present study
seeks to demonstrate how the social and religious structure of the Medinan community
and the various types of audiences played a role in determining the style of address,
types of argumentation, and content of legal rulings. The findings demonstrate that, in
the Medinan verses, Qur’anic addresses are structured according to a precise typology of
audiences. In addressing believers and new Muslims, the Qur’an adopts an educational,
motivational, and legislative approach. While strengthening doctrinal principles such as
belief in the unseen and the Hereafter, it also sets forth a body of devotional, ethical, and
social rulings for organizing their individual and collective lives. This approach enables
the nascent Islamic community not only to consolidate its inner beliefs but also to attain
structural cohesion and a coherent social identity. In contrast, the hypocrites are present-
ed through an expositional yet indirect approach. Rather than focusing on identifying
individuals, the Holy Qur’an delineates the behavioral and intellectual characteristics
of hypocrisy, including the discrepancy between speech and conduct, false claims of
reform, and mockery of believers. This educational approach enhances the level of social
awareness and makes the community more resilient against the hidden and gradual infil-
tration of hypocrisy, without leading to an escalation of overt tensions. In dealing with
polytheists and deniers, an argumentative and disputational method becomes prominent.
On the one hand, by presenting the Qur’anic challenge (tahadd1) and inviting them to pro-

Received: 2026-06-16 | Received in revised from: 2026-06-30 | Accepted: 2026-08-15 | Published online: 2026-06-22

How to cite: Tavakoli, Marziyeh, Khosh Khaze, Mohammad Jamalleddin(1405SH): The Impact of Audi-
ence Analysis on Methods of Religious Propagation in the Medinan Verses: A Case Study of the First Juz’ of the
Holy Qur’an , Quran and social sciences, 2(22), p152-187, 10.22034/arq.2025.252002

©2025. Article type: Research Article Published by: University of Holy Quran Sciences and Education
@ arq.quran.ac.ir B M



https://arq.quran.ac.ir

mailto:m391096%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:khoshkhazeh%40isr.ikiu.ac.ir?subject=
http://10.22034/arq.2025.252002
http://arq.quran.ac.ir
http://arq.quran.ac.ir

VE 0 oylouis o 090 ¢ scloizl pgle § (5 VoY

Jr-oe‘ueinbrbaey/isdpy

duce a Stirah comparable to it, the Qur’an puts its own divine authority to the test; on the
other hand, by responding to doubts and explaining the wisdom behind certain rulings,
it creates a space for rational dialogue. This approach demonstrates that, in confronting
a denial-oriented mindset, persuasion and argumentation occupy a central position. In
dialogue with the People of the Book, the Qur’an adopts an approach based on recalling
divine blessings, reminding them of previous covenants, criticizing the distortion and
concealment of truth, and revisiting the history of the Children of Israel. While empha-
sizing shared monotheistic principles, this method adopts a reform-oriented approach
and creates the possibility for doctrinal interaction. Furthermore, in the multi-tribal and
multi-religious environment of Medina, Qur’anic teachings emphasize principles such
as fulfillment of covenants, economic justice, refraining from consuming wealth wrong-
fully, and strengthening social solidarity, demonstrating the close connection between
religious guidance and social organization. Audience analysis in the Medinan verses of
the Holy Qur’an is a fundamental factor in determining the type of address, the intensity
of warning or glad tidings, the method of argumentation, and the content of legislative
rulings. The diversity of the Qur’an’s approaches to religious propagation indicates that
divine guidance is structured according to the actual requirements of its audiences and
provides a comprehensive, dynamic, and effective model for religious propagation in
diverse and complex societies.

Keywords: Medinan verses; Audience analysis; Religious propagation; Methods of reli-
gious propagation; Sociology of Medina; First Juz’ of the Qur’an
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| Extended Abstract |

The Impact of Audience Analysis on Methods of Religious Prop-
agation in the Medinan Verses: A Case Study of the First Juz’ of
the Holy Qur’an

Marziyeh Tavakoli , Mohammad Jamalleddin Khoshkhazeh

Research Objective

The objective of this study is to demonstrate that the Qur’an’s methods of religious
propagation in the Medinan verses are responsive to the diverse characteristics of its
audiences. The central issue of the research is that the effectiveness of religious propaga-
tion depends not only on the accuracy and richness of the message but also on its appro-
priateness to the audience’s level of understanding, doctrinal background, psychologi-
cal circumstances, social structure, and cultural position. Since Medina was a diverse,
multi-tribal, and multi-religious society in which groups such as believers, polytheists,
hypocrites, and the People of the Book were present, the study seeks to demonstrate how
the Qur’an employed different modes of expression and methods of religious propaga-
tion in accordance with this diversity of audiences.

Research Method

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method, and its scope encompasses the
Medinan verses of the first Juz™ of the Holy Qur’an, particularly those of Siirah al-Baqa-
rah (Qur’an 2). The research data were collected from Qur’anic verses, reports con-
cerning the occasions of revelation (Asbab al-Nuziil), historical accounts pertaining to
Medinan society, and exegetical and historical sources. In the analytical process, the
verses were categorized according to the type of audience and the socio-religious con-
text of their revelation, after which the relationship between the characteristics of each
group and the corresponding method of religious propagation was examined. The main
audience categories include believers and new Muslims, polytheists and deniers, hypo-
crites, and the People of the Book, as well as the broader social and economic relations
within Medinan society.

Findings

The findings demonstrate that the Qur’an adopts an appropriate strategy in dealing with
each audience group. In addressing believers and new Muslims, educational, motiva-
tional, and legislative methods predominate, enabling faith to be translated into devo-
tional, ethical, and social conduct. In confronting polytheists, an argumentative and
disputational approach, particularly through the Qur’anic challenge (Tahaddi) and re-
sponses to doubts, providing a basis for rational persuasion and the completion of the
proof. Regarding the hypocrites, the Qur’an relies more on indirect exposure and the de-
lineation of the behavioral and psychological characteristics of hypocrisy, enabling the
community to develop the ability to recognize it and attain social awareness. In dialogue
with the People of the Book, historical, intra-religious, argumentative, and reform-ori-
ented methods are employed, such that shared monotheistic principles are emphasized
while distortion, concealment of the truth, and inconsistency between speech and con-

Jroe‘ueinbbieyisdpy


https://arq.quran.ac.ir


VE 0 oylouis o 090 ¢ scloizl pgle § (5 VAV

Jr-oe‘ueinbrbaey/isdpy

duct are criticized. Furthermore, the Medinan verses play an effective role in regulating
the social, economic, and legal relations of the nascent Medinan society.

Conclusion

The findings of the study indicate that the diversity of methods of religious propagation
in the Medinan verses is not accidental; rather, it arises from the Qur’an’s precise au-
dience-oriented logic. By recognizing the different doctrinal, social, and cultural levels
of its audiences, the Qur’an selects language and methods appropriate to each group.
Accordingly, the Qur’an’s model of religious propagation in the first Juz’ constitutes an
intelligent, dynamic, and practical model in which religious guidance is closely integrat-
ed with social reform and collective organization.

Keywords: Medinan verses; Audience analysis; Religious propagation; Methods of re-
ligious propagation; Sociology of Medina; First Juz' of the Qur’an
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Abstract

The central issue in interpreting verse 29 of Stirah al-Nisa’ (Qur’an 4), particularly the piv-
otal phrase “wa-1a taqtulti anfusakum” (“and do not kill yourselves”), concerns the seman-
tic scope and referent of “anfusakum” (“yourselves”) and its implications for social health.
Among contemporary Qur’anic exegeses, two prominent interpretations have emerged,
each grounded in different epistemological foundations and offering a distinct understand-
ing of the relationship between the individual and society. Employing a descriptive-analyt-
ical method and a comparative approach, the present study examines these two interpreta-
tions and elucidates their social and ethical implications in order to demonstrate how the
exegetes’ interpretations of this verse give rise to different perspectives on self-destructive
behavior and the protection of life at the societal level. The significance of this study lies
in the fact that adopting either of these two approaches entails different implications for
social health and cultural policymaking. The findings indicate that Ibn ‘Ashiir, relying on
the context of the verse and legal considerations, interprets “anfusakum” (“yourselves”) as
referring to the prohibition of violating the lives of others in financial disputes. By contrast,
‘Allamah Tabataba’1, drawing on the essential unity of human souls, regards it as a compre-
hensive reality and considers any harm to an individual’s life to constitute harm to society
as a whole. An examination of the social implications of the two views shows that Ibn
‘Ashiir’s interpretation focuses more on external control and deterrence, whereas ‘Allamah
Tabataba'1’s view has greater potential to offer a deeper understanding of the relationship
among mental health, social cohesion, and the prevention of self-destructive behavior. Ul-
timately, after critically evaluating both views, ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s theory is selected
as the preferred position, as it is more compatible with contemporary social realities and
policymaking needs in the field of mental health.

Keywords: Interpretation of Verse 29 of Sitrah al-Nisa’; Taking of Life; ‘Allamah
Tabataba'1; Ibn ‘Ashiir; Unity of Human Souls; Social Well-being; Suicide Prevention
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| Extended Abstract |

A Comparative Study of Allamah Tabataba'1’s and Ibn
‘Ashiir’s Interpretations of Qur’an 4:29 and Its Implications
for Social Well-Being, with Critical Evaluation and Preference

Sayyid Mohsen Akrami , Kamran Oveisi

Research Objective

The objective of this study is to comparatively examine the interpretations of ‘Allamah
Tabataba’t and Ibn ‘Ashiir of verse 29 of Siirah al-Nisa’ (Qur’an 4) and their implica-
tions for social health, together with a critical evaluation and preference between the
two. Among contemporary Qur’anic commentaries, the interpretations of ‘Allamah
Tabataba’t and Ibn ‘Ashiir are grounded in different epistemological foundations and
offer distinct understandings of the relationship between the individual and society;
consequently, they also entail different social implications. Accordingly, the central
issue in interpreting verse 29 of Siirah al-Nisa’, particularly the pivotal phrase “wa-la
taqtulti anfusakum,” (“and do not kill yourselves™) concerns the ambiguity surround-
ing the semantic scope and referent of “anfusakum” (“yourselves™) and its implica-
tions for social health. Does the Qur’anic prohibition, “wa-1a taqtuldi anfusakum,”
refer only to suicide or the killing of others in the context of economic disputes, or
does it encompass a broader meaning that also includes every form of destruction
of the self, including risky behaviors, social negligence, and various forms of self-
harm? Does this prohibition merely concern the regulation of external relations and
the maintenance of social order, or, based on a particular conception of the self and so-
ciety, does it carry a deeper and preventive significance in the domain of social health?

Research Method

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method. First, the three theoretical foun-
dations of each exegete that influence their exegetical methodology were identified
through an examination of their respective works of Qur’anic exegesis, as well as oth-
er publications. These foundations were then examined comparatively and critically.
Subsequently, Al-Mizan and al-Tahrir wa-1-Tanwir were examined in their respective
commentaries on verse 29 of Suirah al-Nisa’, and the manifestation of these founda-
tions in their interpretation of the verse was demonstrated. Through content analysis,
it was established that differences in these foundations have resulted in two distinct
readings and understandings of the implications of the verse. Finally, the sociological
implications of each of these two readings in the areas of social health and suicide
prevention were examined. This method makes it possible to attain a deeper under-
standing of these exegetical differences and their effects on social health and suicide
prevention.
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Findings

The findings of the study indicate that the disagreement between the two exegetes is
rooted in a fundamental difference in their ontology of the self and their conception
of society. Ibn ‘Ashiir, adopting a text-centered, Magasid-oriented, and jurispruden-
tial approach, views society as a collection of independent individuals whose order is
maintained through legal rules and criminal deterrence. Accordingly, the expression
“anfusakum” is interpreted as a conventional figurative expression meaning “one an-
other,” and the implication of the verse is confined to prohibiting the killing of others
and preserving social security. The consequence of this reading is the formation of a
regulatory and reactive model which, although effective in securing a minimum level
of social order, overlooks the deeper capacities of the Qur’an for internal prevention
and social education.

By contrast, ‘Allamah Tabataba'1, relying on the philosophical foundations of the es-
sential unity of the human self and the reality of social identity, understands “anfusa-
kum” as referring to an ontological reality. Within this framework, society is regarded
as an organic body whose life depends upon the real interconnectedness of human
souls. The consequence of this reading is the extension of the verse’s implications
to areas such as suicide, self-destructiveness, and the gradual erosion of life, there-
by transforming the Qur’anic prohibition into a proactive, internal, and educational
mechanism for social health. This approach also demonstrates considerable alignment
with contemporary social-science findings concerning the role of social solidarity and
religiosity in reducing suicide. Therefore, following an examination and critique of
the two models, ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s theory is selected as the preferred position
because, in addition to possessing stronger ontological foundations, it offers greater
efficacy for contemporary social policymaking.

Conclusion

Ultimately, this study demonstrates that a social interpretation of the Qur’an without
explicit articulation of its ontological foundations inevitably leads to a minimalist
understanding of its implications. ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s reading, while remaining
faithful to the text, provides considerable potential for developing a Qur’anic theory
of social health and can complement social and regulatory jurisprudence. It is recom-
mended that cultural policymaking be reconsidered on the basis of the organic model;
particular attention be given to the practical dimensions of religiosity as factors that
reduce suicide; the concepts of “anfusakum” and the unity of human souls be incor-
porated into the educational system; and an integrated approach combining regulatory
and preventive perspectives be adopted in social policymaking.

Keywords: Interpretation of Verse 29 of Sairah al-Nisa’; Taking of Life; ‘Allamah
Tabataba't; Ibn ‘Ashiir; Unity of Human Souls; Social Well-being; Suicide Prevention
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